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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

      Date: June 11, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• 2,874 new COVID-19 infections, 59 deaths reported on June 10; second wave of COVID-19 pandemic 100 per cent 
more aggressive, fatal than the first, infection rate 112 per cent more, death rate 163 per cent more, according to Health 
Ministry; Nepal’s positivity rate stands at 28 per cent, way above WHO-recommended 5 per cent; COVID-19 cases 
exploding in rural Nepal  

• Vaccination drive in Kathmandu Metropolitan City suspended due to insufficient vaccine doses; family, kin and cadres of 
Gandaki’s lawmakers administered first shot of Covishield; Kanchanpur to take action against anyone administering 
Vero Cell to anyone other than those from the target group; Gaur vaccination center mismanaged, locals fear spread of 
infection from the crowd here  

• Elderly citizens queued up for hours in Taplejung to get their COVID-19 vaccine shot contrary to vaccine hesitancy seen 
during the first phase of vaccination drive  

• Country’s poor, laborers stare at imminent starvation as prohibitory orders rob them of their jobs as daily wagers, ability 
to earn to put food on table  

• Other factors than just falling infection rates, rising recoveries should be considered for actual assessment of COVID-19 
pandemic impact, say experts 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Trend of local levels seeking federal government’s permission to buy COVID-19 vaccine on their own growing  
 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal reported 2,874 new COVID-19 cases on June 10, and 59 deaths. With this Nepal's coronavirus caseload surpassed 
600,000, reaching 601,687. The daily COVID-19 count in Nepal has been on a constant decline of late. However, it is to be 
noted that the number of daily PCR tests conducted too have decreased in recent weeks. The recovery rate climbed to 85.7 
per cent as compared to 85.2 per cent on June 9.2 

The second wave of COVID-19 pandemic has been found to be 100 per cent more aggressive and fatal than the first wave in 
Nepal. According to the data of the Ministry of Health and Population, the infection rate was 112 per cent more, and the death 
due to COVID-19 was 163 per cent more in the second wave than in the first wave.3  

With 3,449 of the 12,074 nasal and throat swab samples testing positive for COVID-19 during polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) tests on June 9, Nepal’s test positivity is more than 28 per cent, way above five per cent recommended by the  
World Health Organization.4 

Health officials say the rate of COVID-19 infection has been rising in the rural parts of Lumbini Province. According to  
Dr Sanket Risal, a senior physician at the Nepalgunj-based Bheri Hospital, the risk of COVID-19 is still high in rural areas and 
hence a mass testing should be conducted to contain the virus.5 

Many people who are showing symptoms similar to that of COVID-19 in Achham District are unwilling to give their swab 
samples for PCR tests owing to fears of being socially boycotted for carrying the virus.6 

Twenty-eight people, including 13 women, have tested positive for COVID-19 in Banke on June 9. According to Banke District 
COVID Management Committee focal person Tej Oli, the COVID-19 recovery rate in the district has increased recently.7 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Nagarik 
4 The Himalayan Times 
5 The Kathmandu Post 
6 The Kathmandu Post 
7 The Himalayan Times 
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COVID-19 was confirmed in 40 people from 11 wards of Sindhuli’s Dudhauli in the Antigen Test done at the community level. 
They are all staying in home isolation.8 

Stating that there is a chance for children who have recovered from COVID-19 showing Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome, 
the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) has urged everyone to be careful about it. The syndrome is usually seen after 
three or four weeks of recovering from COVID-19, as per MoHP.9 

The COVID-19 vaccination drive has been halted in Kathmandu Metropolitan City (KMC). According to Hari Kunwar, Chief of 
Health Department of KMC, the vaccination had to be stopped after the government informed that it could not provide more 
vaccines to KMC. About 28,000 people aged between 60-64 have been inoculated in three days since the vaccination began 
on June 8. The vaccination has been halted until further notice. The KMC had initially planned to continue the vaccination drive 
till June 12.10 

The family members, relatives as well as cadres of the parliamentarians of Gandaki Provincial Assembly took the first dose  
of Covishield vaccine on June 10. The immunization had been arranged for 56 parliamentarians, secretaries, drivers and  
staff of the Assembly who had not taken the second dose of the vaccine there. A total of 87 took the jab — 42 of them took  
the first dose.11 

The District Administration Office Kanchanpur has said it will take action if anyone is found to be giving the Vero Cell vaccine to 
those other than the population of the target group. The decision was made after there were complaints that people who do not 
fall in the 62-64 age group taking the vaccine in the district.12 

The immunization center at Gaur of Rautahat is mismanaged. People have crowded the space but the employees of Gaur 
Municipality have not paid attention to managing the crowd. The locals fear the COVID-19 infection might spread from the 
crowded immunization center.13 

A total of 18,113 people have taken the first dose of Chinese vaccine Vero Cell in two days in the Kathmandu  

 
8 Kantipur 
9 Baarhakhari 
10 Onlinekhabar 
11 Onlinekhabar 
12 Baarhakhari 
13 Onlinekhabar 
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Metropolitan City.14 

Elderly citizens queued in line at the District Hospital Taplejung for hours to get the COVID-19 vaccine. It was very difficult for 

the security personnel to control the crowd of people gathered to get the vaccine shot. The scene on June 9 was very different 

from the previous vaccination drive held in February here when people had been reluctant to get the shot. Despite healthcare 

workers and local public representatives visiting houses requesting people to get vaccinated, most of them were unwilling to 

get the jab then.15 

A total of 286 people took the first dose of Vero Cell vaccine in Taplejung on June 9. The elderly citizens seemed very happy to 

get the vaccine and were hopeful that they would now be protected from COVID-19 infection. 16 

There are hundreds of poor working class families in the Capital who are struggling to manage two square meals after they lost 

their means of livelihood due to the prohibitory orders. So, many of them walk hours to Thapathali for a square meal. The 

workers say this year’s lockdown has been more difficult because unlike last year they haven’t come across any organization 

distributing relief packets. At Thapathali, the food is good, they give rice, pulses, curry and pickles, they said.17 

More than 1,100,000 laborers of the transportation sector are facing difficult times due to the prohibitory orders issued by the 

government to control the COVID-19 pandemic. They are suffering more due to hunger than the pandemic as they have no 

source of income for their livelihood.18 

The prohibitory orders have made it difficult for the daily wage laborers to manage two meals a day in Dang, Rupandehi, 

Banke, and Darchula. They have no money to buy food to eat, they are surviving on food distributed as relief by  

 
14 Onlinekhabar 
15 Annapurna Post 
16 Ratopati 
17 The Kathmandu Post 
18 Nagarik 
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different organizations, and some have even resorted to begging. Most of them fear that they will die of hunger instead  

of COVID-19.19 

The people from the Chepang community in Chitwan are suffering as they have no food to eat. They have been surviving on 

roots as they have no work to do to earn money for their survival. The prohibitory orders have left them jobless — they used to 

work as daily wage laborers before the imposition of the prohibitory orders.20 

After hitting the peak of 9,317 cases a day on May 11, Nepal’s daily new infection count has gradually come down over the 

past few weeks. The focus of late has been shifted to how many people are recovering from COVID-19 on a daily basis. On 

most days, the number of daily recovery cases is exceeding that of new daily infections, and this is being touted as a 

successful fight against the pandemic. Experts, however, say the numbers can be confusing and misleading if they are viewed 

in isolation, as data need to be analyzed from a wider perspective. While the decline in the number of daily new cases and 

increase in that of recovery could be a good sign, the real reasons behind that must be found for an actual assessment of the 

impact of the coronavirus, according to them.21 

The trend of local levels asking permission from the federal government to buy the COVID-19 vaccines has increased  

in the past few days. Stating that the federal government has been unable to bring the vaccine on time, more than a dozen 

local levels from across the country have asked for permission from the Ministry of Health and Population to procure the 

vaccine on their own.22 

The Lalitpur Metropolitan City (LMC) has sought approval to buy the Covishield vaccine from the government for the second 

time. A total of 11,500 persons haven't got the second dose of Covishield vaccine in LMC. The LMC has said it has asked for 

permission from the government to buy the vaccine because it can’t keep its citizens, who have taken the first dose, in a 

 
19 Kantipur 
20 Annapurna Post 
21 The Kathmandu Post 
22 Nayapatrika 
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dilemma and at risk of COVID-19 infection for a long time. According to Mayor of LMC Chiribabu Maharjan, they want to keep 

Lalitpur residents safe by procuring the vaccine at their own expense.23 

Province 1 Social Development Minister Ushakala Rai on June 9 urged the federal government to allow the province 

government to procure COVID-19 vaccine if the central government could not manage the vaccines immediately.24 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

A total of 200 incidents of gender-based violence took place during the one month since the imposition of prohibitory orders 
across the nation. According to a study conducted by the Women’s Rehabilitation Center, 47 incidents are related to violence 
against women and children.25 

The cases of cyber crime have increased during the period of prohibitory orders. A total of 45 cases have been filed at the 
Cyber Bureau of Nepal Police in the past one-and-a-half months. 26 

Mayor of Kathmandu Metropolitan City Bidya Sundar Shakya has said life of people of Kathmandu Valley should be eased by 
bringing stringent measures to control movement across checkposts entering and exiting the Valley. He also said that the 
prohibitory orders in the Valley have to be loosened phase-wise.27 

 
23 Baarhakhari 
24 The Himalayan Times 
25 Onlinekhabar 
26 Nayapatrika 
27 Baarhakhari 
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Dhankuta District Administration Office has extended prohibitory orders effective from June 9 midnight till June 17 in the district 
in a bid to subdue the resurgence of the second wave of coronavirus.28 

The local levels have instructed the schools of their areas to start new admissions — the schools have to complete the internal 

evaluation by June 14 and begin the new admission from June 15. The Lalitpur Metropolitan City has instructed the schools to 

distribute books to the guardians by asking them to visit schools on the alternate days. The Biratnagar Metropolitan City has 

made preparations to take new admissions via alternative methods.29 

According to Ganga Prasad Yadav, Chief of Sudurpaschim Province, the policies and programs of the upcoming fiscal year will 

focus on control, containment and management of COVID-19 pandemic.30 

There has been a dilemma about coordinating with the private sector for the commercial production of oxygen cylinders made 

by the Nepal Academy of Science and Technology (NAST). The NAST leadership has not come to an agreement on the 

modality of the commercial production. There has been a dilemma on whether only qualified companies should be given 

permission to produce the cylinders, or all companies willing to produce it be allowed to do so.31 

HOSPITALS and HEALTHCARE FACILITIES 

The general OPD service has resumed at the Bir Hospital and National Trauma Center from June 8. The service had been 

stopped with the increase in the COVID-19 infection.32 

The government has reached an agreement with 83 private hospitals and medical colleges to operate COVID-19 care units 

free of charge. The government will bear the expenses incurred in the treatment of COVID-19 infected patients.33 

 
28 The Himalayan Times 
29 Onlinekhabar 
30 Onlinekhabar 
31 Kantipur 
32 Baarhakhari 
33 Ratopati 
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The Ministry of Health and Population has warned that strong action will be taken against those hospitals taking service charge 

without written consent of the COVID-19 infected patients or their kin. This is applicable to those hospitals that have reached 

an agreement with the government to provide free treatment of COVID-19.34 

HELP and AID 

The Bagmati Province will provide an allowance to those children who have lost their parents to COVID-19. Revealing the 

policies and programs for the upcoming fiscal year, Bagmati Province Chief Bishnu Prasai informed that such children will be 

given Rs 3,000 per month as educational allowance.35  

Janajati Welfare Ashram and Sewa International Nepal helped Rubivalley Rural Municipality with various health  

materials in Dhading on June 9. Health materials were provided to operate the isolation center with 15 beds at Lapa  

of the rural municipality.36 

A total of Rs 50,471,000 has been collected from different schools, colleges, cooperatives, individuals, and organizations for 

the construction of an oxygen plant at the COVID-19 unit of Khwopa Hospital of Bhaktapur.37 

The Bhaktapur Chamber of Commerce and Industries has given oxygen concentrators to Changunarayan and Suryabinayak 

municipalities of Bhaktapur.38 

The Gorkha Symmetries Trust Hong Kong and two activists Yukesh Rai and Sanjay Rai are set to provide 50 portable 

ventilators to community hospitals of 14 districts of the country. The ventilators have been procured with the financial support 

from Nepalis residing in different parts of the world.39 

 
34 Baarhakhari 
35 Baarhakhari 
36 The Himalayan Times 
37 Kantipur 
38 Nayapatrika 
39 Onlinekhabar 
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The Chaudhary Foundation has handed over an 18-bed ICU ward to Bir Hospital. The Foundation has set up nine beds each 

on the ninth and tenth floors respectively of the new building of Bir Hospital. The Hospital has started the treatment of COVID-

19 patients in these floors.40 

International News  

The US government will distribute 500,000,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine produced by Pfizer-BioNTech to 100 countries  
of the world. This year 200,000,000 doses will be distributed, while the additional 300,000,000 doses will be distributed within 
the first six months of the next year.41  

The Delta coronavirus variant of concern, first identified in India, is believed to be 60 per cent more transmissible than the 
Alpha variant which was previously dominant in Britain, a prominent UK epidemiologist Neil Ferguson of Imperial College 
London said on June 9.42 

The European Union lawmakers on June 9 endorsed a new travel certificate that will allow people to move between  
European countries without having to quarantine or undergo extra coronavirus tests, paving the way for the pass to start in 
time for summer.43 

The European Union and United States are set to agree at a summit on June 9 to reduce export restrictions on COVID-19 
vaccines and drugs, a draft joint text says, arguing that voluntary sharing of technology is the key to boosting output.44 

Pakistan on June 9 hailed the administering of 10 million doses of coronavirus as an important step towards its goal of 
vaccinating 70 million people by the end of the year.45  

 
40 Setopati 
41 Onlinekhabar 
42 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
43 The Associated Press (in The Kathmandu Post) 
44 Reuters (in The Kathmandu Post) 
45 The Kathmandu Post 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan,  

UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21JUN11MM_29B  
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