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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 

 

 

  
      Date: July 13, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• 1.5 million doses of Johnson & Johnson vaccine provided by United States arrived on July 12; vaccination with both 
Janssen and Vero Cell vaccines to begin from July 13  

• Government has not readied storage facilities to store the large number of COVID-19 vaccines received from the United 
States and China  

• Nepal reported 1,690 new COVID-19 cases, 18 deaths on July 12; Delta variant of COVID-19 confirmed in 2 samples 
from Chitwan’s Bharatpur; infections on the rise in Kathmandu Valley, Baglung and Humla in recent days; 36 women of 
Itahari’s Mayaghar infected with COVID-19, 28 showing symptoms of the virus 

 
 

 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

The 1.5 million doses of one-shot vaccine provided by the USA arrived in Nepal on July 12. US Ambassador Randy Berry 
handed over the vaccine produced by American Company Johnson & Johnson to Minister of Health and Population Krishna 
Gopal Shrestha at the Tribhuvan International Airport.2 

The government will start inoculations with the Vero Cell and Janssen vaccines from July 13 onwards.3 

People aged 50-54 will get the single-shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine provided by the US, according to Dr Jhalak Gautam, 
Chief of the Immunization Division. Likewise, the people with disabilities who fall under ‘A’ and ‘B’ categories, refugees residing 
in Nepal, along with healthcare workers and cleaning personnel who have not got the vaccine yet, will also be given this 
vaccine. The Vero Cell vaccine will be given to those above the age of 55 who have not taken the first dose along with 
professors, teachers, staff, drivers, helpers, people going to countries that have made vaccines mandatory, and people in 
essential services who did not get the vaccine earlier.4 

US Ambassador Randy Berry has clarified that the US will not do the vaccine business for political gains. He said so via a 
video message on a tweet after Nepal received 1.5 million doses of COVID-19 vaccine from the US.5 

A large amount of vaccines are arriving from the USA and China, but the government has neither prepared the schedule to 
vaccinate the people nor arranged for their storage. There has already been a shortage of space in the central storage of 
Kathmandu in Teku with the arrival of 800,000 doses from China, while 1,500,000 doses from the US and remaining 3,200,000 
doses from China are also arriving immediately. The Department of Health Services had initiated the process to construct a 
modern central vaccine store with a capacity of 70,000 to 80,000 liters in Teku but it is yet to be completed.6 

 
2 Onlinekhabar 
3 Baarhakhari 
4 Setopati 
5 Ratopati 
6 Kantipur 



                                                                                                                                                                                
             

WHE Communications Intelligence   4 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 657,139 on July 12 with 1,690 more people testing positive for the infection in the past 

24 hours, while the countrywide COVID-19 mortality toll shifted to 9,400 with 18 more fatalities. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery 

rate stands at 94.5 per cent, while the fatality rate stands at 1.5 per cent.7 

The Delta variant of COVID-19 has been confirmed in Bharatpur of Chitwan. Two of the samples sent to the National Public 

Health Laboratory of Kathmandu for testing have been confirmed positive for this variant.8 

The infection rate of COVID-19 has been increasing in the Kathmandu Valley in the last 10 days when most provisions of the 

prohibitory orders have been relaxed. Weddings and other such events have increased the rate of infection, according to 

Dhundi Prasad Niroula, Chief District Officer of Lalitpur.9 

The number of people infected with COVID-19 has been increasing in Baglung — it increased from 254 to 322 on July 10. The 

infection rate has been recorded at 24.7 per cent. According to Dev Prakash Ghimire, COVID-19 focal person of the District 

Health Office, deaths have also increased with the increase in infection — people in home isolation are visiting hospitals only 

after getting serious.10 

The COVID-19 infection has been increasing in Humla. As different user committees of all seven local levels of the district 

have come together to get the government payment at the end of the ongoing fiscal year, the infection has increased, as per 

the Public Health Office, Jumla.11 

Thirty-six women residing at Mayaghar in Itahari have been infected with COVID-19. Out of them 28 are showing the 

symptoms of infection.12 

 

 
7 THT Online 
8 Ratopati 
9 Baarhakhari 
10 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in Ratopati) 
11 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in Ratopati) 
12 Annapurna Post 
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OTHER(S) 

National News 

Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli has claimed that all Nepalis will be vaccinated against COVID-19 within five months.  He said 
the vaccine will be given to all Nepalis tentatively within 2021.13 

The members of the National Assembly have demanded that the government provide the COVID-19 vaccine to all citizens as 
soon as possible. They also demanded that laborers working in the projects of national pride as well as people of remote areas 
be provided the vaccine with priority.14 

The Association of International NGOs in Nepal has requested for a fair distribution of vaccines. It has urged the distribution of 
vaccines to senior citizens, people with underlying health conditions, people with disabilities, those in development works.15 

Most of the healthcare workers deployed to treat COVID-19 patients have not got the 50 per cent risk allowance announced by 
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli. They are demotivated as they have not been paid the allowance, a nurse at Bir Hospital said.16 

Nepali migrant rights activists and organizations have slammed labor destination countries for barring entry to unvaccinated 

Nepalis workers calling it a violation of their human rights. Recent rules imposed by labor-importing countries in the  

Persian Gulf, Malaysia and others have made entry difficult for unvaccinated Nepali migrants and deprived them of taking up 

overseas jobs. According to migrant rights groups and activists, such restrictions amount to discrimination and will have 

 
13 Kantipur 
14 Ratopati 
15 Annapurna Post 
16 Ratopati 
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significant financial and social impacts on thousands of women and men planning to migrate for employment to the Gulf or 

those who have come home on leave.17 

The Kathmandu Metropolitan City in the first week of May planned to conduct a total of 50,000 Antigen tests in five days aiming 

to test 10,000 people per day. However, in more than two months until last week, the City has been able to carry out just  

7,306 Antigen tests. Amid poor response to Antigen testing from the public, the City has stopped updating the Antigen testing 

data since July 5.18  

The hotels, restaurants, and cafeterias of Gorkha, that have remained closed due to the prohibitory orders, will resume their 

services from July 14. They are allowed to provide takeaway and home delivery services only.19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
17 The Kathmandu Post 
18 The Kathmandu Post 
19 Onlinekhabar 
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Contacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21JUL13MM_51B  
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