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Highlights 

• At least 7 deaths reported, and 32,222 people were 
affected by the floods in Zambézia and Tete provinces, the 
central region of the country; 

• At least 4,242 people are displaced in Zambezia and Tete, 
sheltered in eight transit centers; 

• Heavy rains had significant impact on the road 
infrastructure in Zambézia province, affecting the 
transitability and access to affected people; 

• Water supply system in Chingodzi (Tete) is interrupted 
and expected to resume soon; 

• National meteorological authorities alert for Tropical 
cyclone to have the landfall between 12 and 13 March; 

• Zambeze river basin is at its maximum alert and 
propagation of the flood wave to the lower Zambeze is 
expected. 

 

Situation Overview 

The central and northern region of Mozambique is being affected by heavy rains since 06 March 2019 with some 

districts recording 140-180 mm in 24h. The most affected provinces are Zambézia and Tete in the central region but 

in the north, Niassa province is also affected mainly the road infrastructure conditioning the normal movement of 

vehicles. 

On 9th March 2019, the national meteorological authorities (INAM) issued an alert on the Tropical Depression 

active in Mozambique channel that is moving towards the coastal areas of Zambézia and Sofala and may intensify 

in the next 24 hours to severe Tropical storm stage (wind speed 89-118 km/h).  The INAM alert was also indicate 

that by the end of the day of 10 March 2019, the system may evolve to Tropical Cyclone stage (wind speed 118-166 

km/h) and the landfall is expected to be between 12 and 13 March through south of Zambezia and north of Sofala 

provinces1. This system will influence the weather conditions in Zambezia. Sofala, Tete and Manica provinces. 

The national directorate of water resources also issued a communication informing that the Zambeze river basin 

is at its maximum alert having recorded on 08 March 2019 a water depth of 10 m in Revubue sub-basin in Chingodzi, 

Tete province due to heavy rains recorded in the upstream countries (e.g: Malawi) and north of Tete province. In the 

next 72h, the water resources authorities expect the propagation of the flood wave to the lower Zambeze which may 

result in the rise of water levels and flooding in the provinces of Tete (Mutarara), Sofala (Chemba, Caia and 

Marromeu), Zambezia (Chinde, Mopeia and Luabo) and Manica (Tambara). The other river basins such as Licungo 

(in Zambézia), Messalo (in Cabo Delgado) and Rovuma will continue above alert level with downward trend. 

 

                                                   
 
1 http://www.meteofrance.re/cyclone/activite-cyclonique-en-cours/dirre/11-20182019;  

   http://www.tropicalstormrisk.com/; http://www.gdacs.org/Cyclones/report.aspx?eventid=1000552&eventtype=TC  

 

http://www.meteofrance.re/cyclone/activite-cyclonique-en-cours/dirre/11-20182019
http://www.tropicalstormrisk.com/
http://www.gdacs.org/Cyclones/report.aspx?eventid=1000552&eventtype=TC
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Impact and Response 

In Zambézia province, the tropical depression already affected 28,717 people, destroyed totally 1,748 houses and 

affected 161 classrooms. As of 09 March 2019, the death toll is 2 and the most affected districts in Zambézia were 

Nicoadala, Maganja da Costa, Molumbo and Morrumbala. 

The heavy rains had significant impact on the road infrastructure in Zambézia province, affecting the transitability in 

at least four road sections in Maganja da Costa-Mocubela, Ile-Namarroi, Mopeia-Luabo. On 9th March 2019, the 

Government sent a request to WFP to provide a helicopter to facilitate the transport of emergency supplies to affected 

areas. 

The Government is providing humanitarian assistance to affected people through search and rescue operations, 

distribution of shelter materials and provision of food. In Nicodala district, seven transit centers were opened to shelter 

about 1,162 people displaced. As of 08 March 2019, at least 3,320 people were assisted with food and hygiene kits. 

In Tete, three neighborhoods were affected by the floods namely Chingodzi, Francisco Mayanga and Matundo. At 

least 703 families (about 3,505 people) were affected, which 616 are displaced and sheltered in one transit center. 

Hygiene kits might be in high demand as number of girls and women constitute the majority of the people in the 

transit center. About 4,692 ha of crop area were lost affecting about 2,000 smallholder farmers. These figures do not 

include the area lost in Mutarara, Moatize and Angónia districts.  

The access to Tete city from Moatize is closed as the bridge over Revubue river is closed due to damage in one of 

its section and only people are allowed to pass through it. However, access through new bridge is possible. INGC 

made an aerial assessment with drones and helicopter on affected areas in Moatize district and rescued 12 people. 

The initial death toll is 5 which 3 were officially confirmed. 

The floods in Tete affected the water supply system and it is expected that the system will start operating at 30% in 

Chingodzi from 10 March 2019 with the arrival of spare parts. There are concerns of water-borne diseases associated 

with the flooding of latrines and possible contamination of drinking water sources. Two diarrhea cases and one 

malaria case detected in the health post. 

In Tete, there are still some challenges with the organization of transit centers (better demarcation, security 

measures, crowd control), lack of official figures on needs, better coordination with local leaders and ensure children 

in transit centers have access to Education. 

  

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Mr. Marcoluigi Corsi, UN Resident Coordinator a.i. mcorsi@unicef.org , Tel: +258 21 48 51 58 

Ms. Karin Manente, WFP Representative and HCT co-chair, karin.manente@wfp.org  

Mr. Marc Nosbach, CARE International country director and HCT co-chair, marc.nosbach@care.org  

Mr. Cláudio Julaia, Emergency Officer (HCT), claudio.julaia@one.un.org, Tel: +258 21 48 51 59, Cell: +258 827272860 

 

To be added or deleted from this flash update mailing list, please e-mail: claudio.julaia@one.un.org 

Bridge over Revubue river in Tete 

Flooding area Nicoadala, Zambézia 
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