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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Heavy rains and flooding across northern 
governorates, including Marib, in mid-April 
led to casualties and damaged property 
and sites for internally displaced persons 
(IDPs). Sana’a City and districts in 
Sana’a Governorate have been badly 
affected, Storms also hit other 
governorates including Ibb, Hajjah and 
Marib. The National Meteorology Centre 
in Sana’a has forecasted more heavy 
rains, high winds and thunderstorms in the 
northern areas, with  potential of further 
flooding, and advised people to avoid 
flood-prone areas and against using 
mobile phones during thunderstorms. 
There is a risk that the rains will damage 
roads and agricultural land, hinder 
humanitarian activities and affect the 
movement of civilians and supplies. There 
is also an increased risk of waterborne 
diseases including cholera and malaria. 
 
In Ibb Governorate, on 12 April, heavy rains in Ba’dan District to the east of Ibb City caused flooding in the 
surrounding valleys. In Sana’a Governorate, on 13 April, torrential rain was reported in Sanhan district. In 
Sana’a City, in Amanat Al Asimah Governorate, two people were reportedly washed away in As Sabain 
District. A house collapsed in Old Sana’a, while other houses were damaged in various areas, including 
Qadisiya, Al Jarda'a, Al-Khafji, Shumaylah, Khawlan Street, Dar Salm, Al-Dahab, Bustan al-Sultan, and Bab Al-
Sabah Mud slides have caused blockages in the drainage system. The Supreme Council for the Management 
and Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (SCMCHA) reported that 650 households were displaced in Al Qilfan 
area in As Sabain District, with some scattered in several areas such as Al Wahdah, Ma'ain, Az'zal and Bani Al 
Harith districts. The Mayor of Sana’a City, Amanat Al Asimah Governorate, directed the office of public works 
and services to rescue and evacuate citizens, provide shelter and assistance, and to preserve property and 
assess the damage caused. Heavy rain and high winds hit Marib Governorate on 15 April, damaging parts of 
Marib City and 16 sites for internally displaced persons (IDPs) across the governorate, according to the 
Executive Unit for IDPs (ExU). Initial information indicated that 7 people – 5 women and 2 children – were killed 
in the flooding and another 85 people were injured, including 7 who were seriously injured and hospitalized. 
Heavy rains have also affected the Al Hudaydah hub area, mainly Hajjah Governorate, where heavy rains and 
flooding in Abs District on 14 April damaged shelters in IDP sites.  

Humanitarian needs 

In Sana’a City, a local partner followed up reports that 62 people had been displaced by the rains and flooding 
to Al Mutasim School on 13 April, and verified 22 individuals. In the Al-Khafji area of Sana’a City, a partner found 
that 3 families of an estimated 500 displaced families needed urgent assistance, the rest were staying with 
families, and the partner was unable to locate 17 families in the Assafi'yah area of the City who were reported 
to need assistance. The Yemen Red Crescent (YRC) verified another 21 vulnerable families who had moved to 

YEMEN: Flash Floods in northern 
governorates 
Flash Update No. 1  
As of 21 April 2020 

 



OCHA YEMEN  |  Flash Floods Report   | 2 

 

 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

two schools (Hmra Ailb and Almoiad) in the Al Hothely area of Sana’a City in urgent needs of NFIs. A WASH 
Sub-Cluster partner conducted a WASH assessment in flooded areas of Sana’a City, the outcome is awaited. 
On 17 April, three national partners conducted a joint initial assessment in Al-Khafji, Al Qalfan and Shumaylah 
areas and identified 460 families and critical immediate needs for food assistance and a comprehensive WASH 
intervention.  
 
In Sana’a Governorate, a multi-sectorial rapid needs assessment was conducted in the worst flood-affected 
areas in Sanhan District. The assessment identified urgent needs for shelter, WASH, and food assistance among 
220 families in 11 villages in the district, and that some families need cash-for-rent assistance to cater for 
accommodation. Another assessment identified 108 families in Aljalfan village with urgent needs for shelter, 
WASH, NFI kits and food assistance; 61 houses needing repair, and 59 families needing cash assistance. On 
18 April, humanitarian partners were seeking SCMCHA’s permission to undertake assessment in Sanhan District 
in Sana’a Governorate and will lead on a needs assessment in Khawlan District. 

By 18 April, across Marib Governorate, the ExU estimated that nearly 6,290 families had been affected by the 
torrential rains and flooding that started on 15 April. At IDP sites across Marib Governorate, thousands of tents 
were destroyed, and supplies and NFIs were washed away by flooding. The ExU reported that 2,932 shelters 
were destroyed and 1,256 shelters damaged in Marib City and across Sirwah, Alwadi and Medghel 
districts.  The majority of those affected are from displaced families who were living either in tents or in houses 
outside IDP sites, particularly around Marib City. Between 5 and 10 per cent of those affected are estimated to 
originate from local host communities. Partners continue to assess the needs of affected families and the 
damage caused. Some local NGOs have already provided urgent assistance including food assistance and over 
500 families are accommodated in hotels in Marib City (see further details below).  

In response to flooding on 14 April in IDP sites in Abs District, Hajjah Governorate, a partner launched a rapid 
needs assessment and by 16 April, had assessed needs for 480 families – 295 in Mahal Al Qawi, 130 in Al 
Quziah and 55 in Al Garab – further details are awaited. 

Flood-affected families by governorate 

  

Humanitarian Response  

Alongside carrying out assessments, humanitarian partners are scaling up response to identified needs in 
various locations. 

Cluster response 
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 Food Security and Agriculture (FSAC): FSAC is mobilizing and partners have requested the list of 
families affected by flooding in Sanhan District in Sana’a Governorate to launch response. On 18 April, 
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FSAC reported that a national NGO is to distribute food assistance for one-round to 200 families 
affected by flooding in Sana’a Governorate in the first week of Ramadan. In Marib Governorate, a 
local partner has provided two ready-to-eat meals a day to 1,000 affected families since 16 
April.  Another partner has provided food baskets to 100 families in the Alrwada area of Marib City and 
to 300 families at the Alsowaida IDP site. 

 

 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH): On 16 April, a WASH partner reported that it has hygiene 
kits in its warehouse that can immediately be dispensed in Sana’a City while procurement process for 
water trucking has been completed. The same partner is coordinating with SCMCHA Sana’a which 
agreed to facilitate permits. In As Sabain in Amanat Al Asimah, partners will undertake de-sludging  
work and 60 hygiene kits will be provided to families displaced to Al Mua’ayad School and Hamra’ Alib 
School. 

 

 CCCM/Shelter/NFIs: In Sana’a City, on 15 April, a local partner provided NFIs to 21 families 
displaced to two public schools in Hmra Ailb and  Al Mua’ayad Schools at Al Hothely area.  
SCMCHA reported that local partners  distributed 200 blankets, 115 mattresses, and 65 meals to 
the families in the Qilfan area of As Sab'in District and that 18 mattresses and blankets were 
distributed in the Al Mutasim in  Al Wahdah District. On 19 April, the Shelter Sub-National Cluster 
reported that mattresses and blankets were distributed  to 206 families affected by the flood in 
Sanhan District in Sana’a Governorate. In Marib, 520 affected families have been 
accommodated in hotels in the city, with costs covered by local authorities and charitable 
organizations. A local NGO distributed 217 NFI kits to families at the Alkhair IDP site in Marib 
Governorate. 
 

 Health: Across Marib Governorate, the Ministry of Health, supported by humanitarian partners, 
has redirected nine mobile teams to support IDPs.  

 

 


