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Key Messages 

 Escalated fighting in Taizz Governorate has destroyed critical civilian infrastructure and 
severely restricted access to basic services. 

 The entire health system across the governorate has nearly collapsed due to violence and 
insecurity, lack of fuel to power health facilities and water plants, and lack of medicines and 
supplies to treat patients. 

 Parties to the conflict continue to disregard international humanitarian law as civilians 
endure continued conflict. 

 The United Nations and partners call for predictable, safe and unimpeded passage and 
access to people in need of life-saving humanitarian assistance.  
 

Intense fighting takes more lives and prevents access to life-saving assistance; UN 
calls for safe and unimpeded access to people in need 

 
Air strikes, armed confrontation and looting across Taizz Governorate have exacerbated an already 
desperate situation, dramatically escalating humanitarian suffering. Densely populated, Taizz was already 
one of the most vulnerable of the 22 governorates in Yemen, with 1.8 million people targeted for 
humanitarian assistance.  

From 14 to 27 August, at least 95 civilians, including 52 children and 20 women, were killed, and 129 
civilians, including 14 women and 36 children, were injured by indiscriminate airstrikes and shelling. The city 
of Taiz has been turned into a battleground, with people caught between the frontlines and unable to find 
safety and security. Private homes are reportedly being destroyed as punishment for perceived support for 
opposing parties. 

The health system across the governorate has nearly collapsed due to the damage to health infrastructure 
caused by the conflict and the lack of fuel, medicines and hospital supplies. All six public hospitals in the 
governorate are no longer operational, with the exception of the emergency unit and the kidney ward at the 
Al-Thawrah and Al-Jumhouri hospitals. In violation of international humanitarian law, on 24 August militants 
commandeered the Yemen International Hospital in Taiz and its ambulances. The militants also forced all 80 
patients, 20 of them in the intensive care unit, out of the hospital. The hospital remains occupied. Across the 
governorate, people injured by the fighting are seeking care at smaller private hospitals which have become 
overwhelmed due to their limited capacity. Further exacerbating the public health outlook in Taizz, an 
extreme spike in cases of dengue fever has been recorded in the last two weeks of August with 432 cases 
as of 25 August, up from 145 at the beginning of the month. 

The dramatic deterioration of the humanitarian situation throughout Taizz Governorate takes place against a 
backdrop of intense suffering by civilians. The water network, which previously served over 300,000 people 
in the city of Taiz, stopped pumping water on 18 August due to heavy damage caused by the conflict. Some 
200,000 litres of fuel are needed to run the water pumps each month. Solid waste has not been collected 
over the past ten days due to insecurity and is piling up on the sides of roads, putting the city’s inhabitants at 
a greater risk of contracting communicable diseases. The ongoing fighting also makes the delivery of fuel, 
food and other life-saving assistance nearly impossible. Some 350,000 people need water, hygiene and 
sanitation support and over one million people depend on food aid across the governorate. In August, food 
aid only reached 57,500 people, a small portion of those in need. Insecurity also halted a polio vaccination 
campaign scheduled in seven districts and reduced screening and treatment programmes of malnourished 
children.  The volatile situation also prevented 6,000 emergency shelters from being distributed to displaced 
families.  

The United Nations and partners are calling for predictable, safe, and unimpeded passage and access to 
communities in need, in the whole Governorate, to deliver the much needed life-saving assistance to those 
that continue to suffer in Taizz.   
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