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SUDANFLASH UPDATE 
SOUTH AND CENTRAL DARFUR  

Inter-tribal clashes force 13,400 additional 
refugees to flee from Central African 
Republic to Sudan 
 
Humanitarian agencies are rushing relief items such as blankets, kitchen sets and 
mosquito nets to refugees who have walked for weeks to flee conflict areas in the 
Central African Republic (CAR) for Darfur in Sudan. Voluntary relocation of CAR refugees 
to safer locations further from the border has started, led by UNHCR with the Commissioner for 
Refugees (COR). 
 
 
Inter-tribal clashes in 
CAR have been ongoing 
since September 2019, 
and led to nearly 13,400 
refugees from CAR 
fleeing to safety in South 
and Central Darfur States 
in West Sudan between 
September and 
December 2019. Overall, 
the total new arrivals to 
both States in 2019 were 
nearly 17,000 individuals, 
amounting to a total of 
nearly 26,000 CAR 
refugees living in Darfur.  
 
Refugees are arriving in 
poor health conditions 
after walking many 
weeks to cross into 
Sudan, and have little to no personal belongings with them. The majority of new arrivals are women with young 
children and are in urgent need of protection, food, health and nutrition. 
 
The situation along the CAR-Sudan border remains tense and volatile. A ceasefire brokered in December 2019 
between the Kara and Ronga tribes ended on 15 January 2020. There have been reports of new clashes in Birao 
town in CAR on 19 January, which could force more refugees into Darfur in the coming weeks. 
 
As a result, UNHCR has revised its 2020 planning figure for CAR refugee arrivals to 20,000 individuals by June. 
Overall, nearly 46,000 CAR refugees are anticipated to be in need of humanitarian assistance in South and 
Central Darfur by the end of 2020. 

Community leaders meet in Darfur to discuss their needs. © UNHCR/Winnie Kakuba 
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In October, UNHCR and COR in partnership with the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) conducted initial 
distributions of core relief items (including blankets, sleeping mats, mosquito nets, kitchen sets and plastic sheets) 
to new arrivals in Um Dafoug and Um Dukhun as well as of medicines supplied by the Norwegian Church Aid 
(NCA) and hygiene kits from UNFPA. UNICEF distributed nutrition items and non-food items (NFIs) such as jerry 
cans, soap and buckets. The inter-agency response saw Triangle Génération Humanitaire and Relief International 
assist with water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) interventions. CRS and RI provided health assistance to the 
refugees. WFP with Catholic Relief Services (CRS) are currently providing emergency food assistance. 
 
UNHCR, WFP, UNICEF, UNFPA, IOM, World Vision International, Care International Switzerland, NCA and Global 
Aid Hand are committed to supporting a full-scale emergency response for new arrivals in Um Dafoug in 2020 
when additional funding becomes available. UNHCR, Save the Children International, Sudanese Organization for 
Relief and Recovery and WFP will extend their activities in Um Shalaya Camp to address the needs of newly 
relocated CAR refugees from Um Dukhun. 

 
South Darfur 
 
Over 11,400 CAR refugees 
arrived to Um Dafoug, 
South Darfur in the last two 
months of 2019. The influx 
has continued through the 
first two weeks of January, 
with some 1,700 new refugee 
arrivals – over 100 new 
arrivals per day, down from a 
peak of over 300 arrivals per 
day in early December. The 
majority of refugees in Um 
Dafoug is from the Sara, 
Ronga and Hawsah tribes, 
having fled from Ganai, Birao, 
Dangore, Am-Sissia, 
Guarada, and Matala in 
Vakaga Prefecture in CAR.   
 
UNHCR and COR have 
stepped up the registration 
efforts, completing Level 1 (household) registration for new arrivals in Um Dafoug, with over 13,000 registered as 
of 18 January. 
 
Given the proximity of the newly arrived refugees to the CAR border, there are some 11,400 CAR refugees in Um 
Dafoug in urgent need of immediate relocation to a safer area further inland, which will also enable partners to 
provide immediate life-saving assistance and protection. A new settlement site has been identified in Al 
Mashaga in Um Dafoug locations, about 50 km away from the current settlement site, and 250 km away from 
Nyala. The site should be more easily accessible during the rainy season.  

 

CAR refugee woman in Kalkada, January 2020.  © UNHCR/Winnie Kakuba 
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An additional 2,000 refugees are 
reported to have newly arrived in 
Dimsu locality in January so far, 
settling with other CAR refugees 
in Kalkada and Maramosa. The 
majority of CAR refugees in 
Kalkada and Maramosa is 
from Mbororo (Fulfulde) tribe, 
reportedly fleeing from the towns 
of Bambari (Ouaka Prefecture), 
Bria (Haute-Kotto Prefecture), 
Gobolo (Nana-Mambere 
Prefecture), Nzako (Mbomou 
Prefecture) and Agbando (Vakaga 
Prefecture) in CAR. 
 
A recent UNHCR-COR mission 
(13-18 January) travelled over 
eight hours along nearly 300 km 
of bad road from Nyala to Um 
Dafoug to assess the situation of new arrivals and talk to host communities and refugee leaders about the planned 
relocation. 
 
The mission received reports of tension between the host community and refugees in Um Dafoug. Host 
community leaders have expressed frustration with the high influx due to the limited assistance provided to the 
new arrivals so far in a context of limited local resources. They also requested that similar assistance is extended 
to the host community to address the issues they face living in an underserved area.  
 
The review by the mission team of the new settlement area in Al Mashaga indicated several key gaps:  

 Despite the presence of a relatively new school building in Al Mashaga (built by the World Bank), there is no 
teaching staff at the school. 

 The nearest health facility is 30 km away. This facility lacks sufficient medical staff, essential medicines and 
other supplies, WASH facilities and an ambulance. It does not have the capacity to adress the health 
service needs of newly arrived CAR refugees. 

 There is no access to a local water source at the proposed location. Local villagers fetch water from shallow-
hand dug wells and surface water pools, with the closest being at a 1.5 hour walk from the new site. Local 
water sources do not have the capacity to meet the water supply needs of newly arrived refugees to the 
area. However, a recent geophysical survey was conducted by Water, Environment and Sanitation (WES) 
and one location was identified for borehole drilling. 

 The new site requires extensive clearing to facilitate construction and set-up. This site will require major 
infrastructure work to ensure it is safe and liveable year-round. 
 

Central Darfur 
  

Following the inter-tribal clashes in CAR, nearly 1,900 refugees have arrived in Um Dukhun locality, Central 
Darfur State, since September 2019. To date, COR has completed household-level registration.  
 
Since refugees have settled only about 5 km away from the CAR border and the incursion of armed elements 
cannot be ruled out, the relocation of CAR refugees to the existing Um Shalaya refugee camp was deemed 
essential. It began on 15 December with 43 individuals been relocated to the camp to date and another 150 
individuals planned to be transported next week by COR. Upon arrival to Um Shalaya, refugees will receive NFIs 
and shelter kits while WFP will provide emergency food assistance. The rehabilitation of the camp infrastructure is 

Identified site in Al Mashaga in Um Dafoug locations for the voluntary relocation of CAR 

refugees, January 2020.  © UNHCR/Winnie Kakuba 
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needed to support the new influx and respond to the larger needs. Currently, over 3,000 Chadian refugees live at 
the camp and are waiting to return to Chad in 2020. 

 
 Urgent Needs 

 
 Transportation services to support 

relocation of refugees in Um Dafoug 
to Al Mashaga in South Darfur, and 
from Um Dukhun to Um Shalaya 
Camp in Central Darfur. 

 Biometric registration of all new 
arrivals to support access to 
services and identification of 
individuals with specific needs and 
in need of specialized protection 
assistance.  

 Mobile health services or 
construction and staffing of health 
unit at Al Mashaga to accommodate 
health service needs of both 
refugees and host communities. 
Ambulance services and access to 
reproductive health and obstetric 
services are also urgently needed 
for both refugee and host 
communities. 

 Procurement and distribution of shelter materials and core relief items, such as blankets, sleeping mats, 
kitchen sets, jerry cans, mosquito nets and menstrual hygiene kits to new arrivals. 

 Warehouse construction to support safe storage of relief items, food assistance and other supplies at 
new site in Al Mashaga. 

 Borehole, water yard and tap stand construction in Al Mashaga to reduce water supply distance and 
risk of overuse of local source.  

 Latrine and bathing facility construction at the new site in Al Mashaga, and rehabilitation support in Um 
Shalaya. 

 Recruitment of teachers and provision of incentives, curriculum support and supplies to staff 
existing schoolsg in Al Mashaga. School enrolment supplies and school retention support is required for 
both new arrivals and local school children in Al Mashaga and Um Shalaya.  
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Newly arrived CAR refugee children in Darfur, January 2020.  ©UNHCR/Winnie 

Kakuba 


