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FLASH UPDATE  

SUDAN: Floods Flash Update No. 15 (30 September 2021)

HIGHLIGHT S

Over 314,000 people in 14 states have been affected by heavy
rains and flooding across the country since the start of the rainy
season in July.

Over 15,500 homes have been destroyed, and 46,500 homes
damaged due to the heavy rains and flooding.

About 100,750 people have been temporarily displaced due to the
flooding.

Over 183,000 people were reached with various types of
humanitarian assistance, such as food, shelter, water, sanitation,
hygiene, health and nutrition aid.

Light rainfall of less than 30 mm is expected over southern Sudan, while dry conditions are expected in central and
northern Sudan.

Prepositioned relief items for floods, disease outbreaks and conflict response are being depleted, stocks need urgent
replenishment.

SIT UAT ION OVERVIEW

Heavy rains and flash flooding have affected over 314,000 people in 14 out of 18 states across the country as of 29
September. Over 15,500 homes have been destroyed, and 46,500 homes damaged, leading to the temporary displacement of
about 100,750 people. Most of the displaced people are sheltering with friends or relatives or in public buildings within the
vicinity of their homes, with some living in open spaces on high ground. The affected states include Blue Nile, Gedaref, Aj
Jazirah, Kassala, Khartoum, North Kordofan, Northern, River Nile, Sennar, South Darfur, South Kordofan, West Darfur, West
Kordofan, and White Nile. The most affected states are White Nile (97,600 people), Gedaref (56,000 people), Aj Jazirah
(54,570 people), River Nile (39,400 people), and Sennar (17,400 people). An unconfirmed number of public infrastructure and
farmlands have also been affected.

According to the IGAD ICPAC 28 Sep - 5 Oct 2021 forecast, light rainfall of less than 30 mm is expected over southern parts
of Sudan, while dry conditions are expected in central and northern Sudan. The rainy season in Sudan stretches from July to
September, with little or no rains in October. The Nile River water levels have started to recede below flood risk levels over
the past two weeks, according to the Ministry of Irrigation and Water Resources. As of 30 September 2021, the Nile River
water level in the Khartoum station, reached 38 centimetres below the critical risk level, while in the Shandi station the water
level reached around 75 centimetres. In Ed Deim station the water level is 4 centimetres above the flood risk level, but it is
not expected to have a significant flood impact.

RESPONSE

Humanitarian partners continue to provide food and non-food assistance to people affected by heavy rains and floods in 14
flood-affected states. About 183,000 people were reached with various types of humanitarian assistance since the
beginning of the rainy season in July. Over 94,000 people were reached with food assistance in Blue Nile, Gedaref, Aj
Jazirah, Kassala, Khartoum, North Kordofan, River Nile and White Nile states. About 39,000 people received one-month food
rations, while 54,000 people received 3-15 days food rations. Over 103,000 people received shelter and non-food items
(S/NFIs) while about 51,000 people were reached with water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) assistance. Health partners
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were able to reach over 18,300 people with direct health services in addition to routine programs and services. Some 1,892
children were reached with nutritional support since the start of the rainy season. People affected by heavy rains and
flooding in Blue Nile, River Nile and West Kordofan states are yet to receive S/NFI assistance. Similarly, people affected by
the flooding in Khartoum, Northern, Sennar and West Kordofan states need urgent food and WASH assistance.

There are limited stocks of relief supplies in shelter, education, child protection and gender-based violence sectors.
Humanitarian partners are facing various challenges, impacting the timely delivery of assistance. In River Nile and Northern
states, the lack of humanitarian partners on the ground is impacting flood response. In the Kilo-8 area of White Nile, the lack
of access due to floodwaters is impacting the timely delivery of humanitarian assistance.

FLOOD RESPONSE BY STAT E

Gedaref State

Over 37,100 people have been reached in the Al Fao and Al Mafaza localities of Gedaref State. The monthly food assistance
includes sorghum, lentils, vegetable oil, salt, and nutrition supplies. In Basundah locality, 486 families received multi-purpose
cash grants—a total of 6,550,000 SDG (about US$14,900)—and one sack of sorghum per family.

The S/NFI sector supported 450 families with a jerry can, 200 families received plastic tarpaulin and 1,500 mosquito nets
were distributed to 500 families in Al Hawata area.

In Al Fao and Ar Rahad locality, the WASH sector completed the construction of 20 temporary latrines and 10 shower blocks,
reaching 1,687 people with hygiene (laundry and bath soap) assistance. In addition, two water bladders and two tap stands
were installed to improve access to safe water. About 10,800 chlorine aqua tablets were distributed in Al Fao locality, while
NFI kits were distributed to 500 families (3,324 people) in Village 4 and Village 2. Primary health care services including
antenatal care, health promotion and psychosocial support were also provided in Al Fao locality.

Kassala State

About 297 families received plastic sheets and 147 families received blankets and bed nets. Food baskets were distributed
to 300 families together with 150 cooking sets, 150 plastic sheets, and 120 barrels for water storage. According to a food
security and livelihood sector assessment, over 11,000 people (1,870 families) were affected by the overflow of the Gash
River in Reifi Aroma locality.

Sennar State

In As Suki locality, health sector partners reached about 4,500 families with chlorine tablets and awareness campaigns. A
mobile health clinic—supported by the State Ministry of Health and partners—provided health services for 746 people in As
Suki. About 67 families received NFIs kits in Ad Dali locality. The NFIs kits include plastic sheets blankets, mosquito nets
and water jerry cans.

South Darfur State

In Al Sereif and Sakali IDPs camps (Nyala Janoub locality), 486 families received S/NFI assistance. The NFI kits include a
kitchen set, 2 blankets, 2 mats, 1 plastic sheet, and 2 jerry cans. In Mosey IDP camp, verification is ongoing for 60 families
before NFI distribution takes place. Over 1,792 families in South Darfur were reached with S/NFI assistance since the
beginning of the flooding season.

West  Darfur State

The education sector rehabilitated 27 classrooms affected by floods in three schools in Ag Geneina and Jebel Moon
localities.
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OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate
for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.

https://www.unocha.org/sudan
https://reliefweb.int/country/sdn
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/sudan
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White Nile State

Over 97,000 people have been affected by heavy rains and flooding in White Nile State since July 2021. This includes 36,000
South Sudanese refugees in Alagaya refugee camp and over 64,000 people in Guli and Aj Jabalain localities. Some 40,000
people were reportedly affected in the Juda area of Aj Jabalain locality, including communities in 53 villages. Road access
to Kilo-8 remains limited due to stagnant floodwaters and access to safe water and health services in Kilo-8 is limited.
Additional support is needed to enhance access to safe water and WASH services as people affected are currently using
unsafe water sources. While many of the affected people are sheltering in schools (9,500 people) and open areas, urgent
S/NFIs support is needed in Guli and Al-Jabalan locality. About 200 new cases of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) were
reported in Aj Jabalain locality. Health facilities are reportedly overwhelmed due to high daily consultations ranging from
between 300 to 400 consultations per day. Respiratory infections and malaria are the highest causes of morbidity in the
locality.

In the Juda area, the nutrition sector has rolled out mid-upper arm circumference (MUAC) screening and over 9,500 people
(1,900 families) sheltering in eight schools will be relocated before the opening of schools in the second week of October.

The WASH sector has reached 3,223 families with WASH NFIs and vector control activities in Kilo-4 and Kilo-8 areas. About
4,260 families received plastic sheets in Aj Jabalain locality, according to the government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission
(HAC).
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