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HIGHLIGHT S

Heavy rainfall has intensiﬁed in Sudan over the past week,
causing more ﬂooding, displacement and deaths, and leading the
Government to declare a three-month State of Emergency in the
country.
Over 506,000 people have been affected since the start of the
rains in mid-July, more than 110,000 of them in the ﬁrst week of
September alone, according to the Government’s Humanitarian
Aid Commission.
Thousands of people are displaced, and many are sheltering in
schools, creating further challenges for the Government and
teachers just before schools are set to reopen

Homes destroyed and property damaged by
ﬂoods, stagnant and contaminated water seen
in Wad Mukhtar village on 3 September 2020
Photo: OCHA/Mohammedi Ali

Government and humanitarians have been assisting thousands
of people in all areas affected. But the unprecedented ﬂooding
has surpassed the forecast and partners are running out of supplies to continue the response.
The situation could deteriorate over the coming days, as heavy rains forecast in Ethiopia and several parts of Sudan
will likely cause the further increase of water levels in the Blue Nile, leading to more ﬂooding and destruction.
SIT UAT ION OVERVIEW

Heavy rains and ﬂooding in most of Sudan have left a trail of destruction, including damages to homes, infrastructure,
croplands and other livelihoods. Over 500 km2 of land appears to be ﬂooded in Khartoum, Al Gezira and White Nile states
alone, according to satellite images. Meanwhile, river levels continue to rise and more than 506,000 people have already
been affected in 17 of the country’s 18 states, according to data from the Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission
(HAC). Nearly 100 people died due to ﬂoods and landslides, and another 46 people have been injured.
The situation led the Transitional Government of Sudan to declare, on 4 September, a national State of Emergency for the
next three months, a decision that will boost efforts of all institutions that will work together to respond to the most urgent
needs of those affected.
The unprecedented storms and ﬂooding have especially affected Khartoum, North Darfur and Sennar States. The River Nile
has also burst its banks in several localities in the River Nile and Nothern states, leading to displacement and increased
humanitarian needs. Over 100,000 homes have been destroyed or damaged across the country, leaving thousands of people
homeless and forcing them to seek refuges with relatives or at schools. The situation will likely affect the start of the
school year in mid-September.
In Khartoum, the state with the highest number of people affected, riverine and ﬂash ﬂoods have left 100,000 people in need
of urgent shelter and household supplies, clean water, sanitation and health services in Sharq El Nile, Jebel Aulya, Karari,
Omdurman, Um Badah, Khartoum, and Bahri - Khartoum North localities, according to HAC. The storms have affected
refugees living the Khartoum ‘Open Area’ site and, according to UNHCR. At least nine people died, including an 18-month-old
girl who drowned in a collapsed latrine, and another eight refugees—two of them children—who were swept away by the
Nile.
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In Omdurman Locality, over 762 homes were destroyed, and 1,273 homes damaged following heavy rains and ﬂoods since
the end of August, according to the Government. Several neighbourhoods and roads are still ﬂooded and about 90 per cent
of those affected lost all their belongings such as mattresses, blankets, water storage containers and kitchen utensils.
Most families whose house have been destroyed need support with emergency shelter.
In Jebel Aulya Locality, over 1,500 homes have been destroyed and 570 damaged as the White Nile burst its bank on 27
August, ﬂooding at least ﬁve riverine villages. Nearly 46,000 people are affected, most of them sheltering with relatives in
the area. The destruction of more than 2,000 latrines in the locality increases the risk of disease outbreaks, at the same
time as the two health facilities in the area lack medicines and medical supplies.
Across Sudan, the heavy rainfall has increased the risk of disease outbreaks and hampered efforts to contain the COVID-19
pandemic. Drainage systems are unreliable, and stagnant water in different locations create conducive conditions for waterborne and vector-borne diseases such as cholera, dengue fever, rift valley fever, and chikungunya, in a country with an
extremely fragile health system.
The torrential rains and ﬂooding compound increasing and emerging humanitarian needs in Sudan and the situation is not
expected to change in the coming weeks. River Nile water levels continue to increase, after reaching 17.4 metres, the
highest in 100 years, according to the Government. Heavy rains forecast in Ethiopia and several parts of Sudan will likely
cause the further increase of water levels and lead to more riverine and ﬂash ﬂoods.
RESPONSE

Government, UN agencies, NGOs and the private sector are providing life-saving assistance to thousands of people across
all affected areas. However, the number of people affected has already surpassed the 250,000 initially forecast and partners
are running out of supplies, especially shelter, non-food items (kitchen utensils, jerry cans, plastic sheets, etc), health, and
water, hygiene and sanitation (WASH) items. Urgent support from donors and the international community is needed to
replenish the stocks and continue the response. In 2020, aid organizations in Sudan have so far received 44 per cent of the
1.6 billion requested for the humanitarian response.
With the activation of the State of Emergency, the Transitional Government created a Higher Committee, led by the Ministry
of Labour and Social Development, to mobilize resources and coordinate the operation that now involves all ministries and
states. In addition, the Floods Task Force activated in July and headed by HAC, continues to coordinate the response of all
humanitarian partners in the country to complement the Government activities.
On 4 September, an additional 100 tons of emergency shelter and non-food supplies, including plastic sheeting, blankets,
and other items provided by international partners arrived in Khartoum. The material will ﬁll gaps in the response, mainly in
Darfur region.
In Blue Nile State, where the collapse of the Bout Earth Dam on 29 July compromised access to water for over 100,000
people, health and WASH are conducting vector control campaigns in Bout Town, Ed Damazine and El Roseires localities.
These include the elimination of breeding sites and vector spraying. Medical materials have been provided to local hospitals
and mobile clinics are supporting the response. Partners have also started training environmental personnel on water quality
monitoring, with focus on towns and villages were cholera is endemic.

For more information, please contact OCHA Sudan: Head of Reporting, Alimbek Tashtankulov, tashtankulov@un.org
Reports Analyst, Nahla Zarroug, zarroug@un.org
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OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate
for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.
https://www.unocha.org/sudan
https://reliefweb.int/country/sdn
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/sudan
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