
 

 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org 

This flash update is produced by OCHA Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean in collaboration with humanitarian partners. 
It covers the period from December 2020 to March 2021. OCHA will continue to monitor the present situation.  

HIGHLIGHTS 

• On 29th December 2020, the alert level for the La Soufrière volcano in 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines was elevated to orange because of 
increased activity at the site. The volcano has had an effusive eruption, 
with visible gas and steam and the formation of a new volcanic dome. 
The volcano continues to exude magma on the surface and gas 
emissions can be observed from the Belmont Observatory. A UWI 
Seismic Research Centre team is currently in St. Vincent to support 
monitoring and data collection and analysis. 

 
• An orange level alert means that there is highly elevated seismicity or 

fumarolic activity, or both, and other highly unusual symptoms. 
Eruptions may occur with less than 24 hours’ notice. Monitoring 
systems are continuously staffed and there is regular visual inspection 
of potential vent areas as well as continuous ground deformation and 
hydrothermal monitoring.1 
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FORECASTED IMPACTS and NEEDS 

 Food Security      Health      Protection         Shelter       Wash 

Food Security: The National Emergency Organization (NEMO) has indicated that a potential impact would affect food 
supplies and access to food stocks, creating the challenge of feeding approximately 20,000 evacuees. According to 
CDEMA’s pre-impact analysis, one-month nutritional supplies would require 126,000 bags of rice, 68,000 cases of sardine 
and 9,500 6-can packs of tuna and 1.3 5-gallon barrels of coconut cooking oil. 3 

 
1 CDEMA Situation Report No. 7 March 5, 2021 
2 CPDG Disaster Meeting March 11, 2021  
3 Pre-Impact Analysis CDEMA 
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Health: As health remains a priority given the current COVID-19 pandemic; the national health system continues to be 
stretched. To support preparedness efforts in country Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) such as masks, cleaning 
supplies, gloves, and additional surveillance are still required. 

Shelter: The COVID-19 pandemic has added a new layer of complexity to each potential humanitarian response posing 
challenges to normal crisis management methods and approaches. The evacuation and resettlement of 20,000 people pose 
potential health risks. There are an estimated 109 shelters (public schools and churches), but a lack of shelter space has 
been identified as a potential challenge and shelter conditions do not allow for stays over an extended period of time. 

WASH: It has been indicated that some shelters do not have adequate bathrooms facilities and water tank storage. In 
specific cases shelter water tanks are not working, require cleaning or not connected. For a 30-day period, it is estimated 
that the wash needs would be 1.5 million liters or 396,258 gallons of water. The bathrooms and shower facilities are not 
adequate, and this can pose protection risks. 

Protection: In most of the shelters identified (public schools and churches), the bathrooms, and shower facilities are not 
adequate. What we can conclude here is that of these potential evacuees, women and children may require additional 
support with the overcrowding of shelters and increases of endemic infectious diseases amidst an ongoing pandemic. 

COORDINATION AND RESPONSE 

Coordination  

• The UWI Seismic Research Centre (SRC) has been monitoring the situation and indicated that the COVID-19 
pandemic placed limitations on the current monitoring of the response due to the quarantine, travel restrictions, 
ongoing testing of staff and staff rostering. Lack of monitoring equipment remains a challenge and increase physical 
risk to monitoring staff. Helicopter support is needed for essential deployment of equipment on the volcano and 
movement of field staff. Additionally, there are challenges of planning for the unknown length of the eruption and 
rapid change in volcanic activity with little to no precursory signals. 

• Further dome growth will lead to more gas emissions that may affect settlements around the volcano’s flank, leaving 
elderly adults, pregnant women and children at extremely high risks of suffering respiratory harm and corrosion of 
eyes of skin due the increasingly acidic gasses, even with short exposures. 4 

• The UNETT for Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean drafted a Contingency Plan for Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines confirming UN deployment capacities and pre-positioned emergency supplies.  

Response 

• As of 1 March, FAO has assisted the Ministry of Agriculture with the elaboration of a volcanic eruption contingency 
plan and the procurement of water tanks that will be used for livestock evacuation centers.  

• PAHO has supported the Ministry of Health in reviewing the national multi-hazard plan and the evacuation plans 
for health facilities in both the orange and red zone areas.  

• UNICEF has pre-positioned two containers of WASH supplies, which include large and small water bladders, 
purification tablets, and school in a box. A partnership has been established with the National Red Cross to support 
implementation preparedness that covers protection and early childhood development.  

• UNFPA through CDEMA and the Regional Security System (RSS) has shipped 400 dignity kits to the Gender Affairs 
Division for pre-positioning.  

• Through the Government of Canada and UK DCFO UNDP led EnGenDER Project UN Women has granted an 
extension to the Gender Affairs Division for the purchasing of care and basic need packages with a focus on single-
headed households.  

• WFP has positioned a fleet of emergency vehicles in Barbados that are ready to move if needed and indicated 
ability to provide technical support to the National Emergency Management Organization (NEMO)/Ministry of 
National Mobilization for a response through the social protection sector. 

 
4 CPDG Disaster Meeting March 11, 2021 

For further information, please contact:  
Carol Sanchez, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, sanchez21@un.org, Tel: +1 (246) 467-6111, Cell +1 (246) 832-6111 

Randy Warner, Information Management Assistant, randy.warner@un.org, Tel: +1 (246) 467-6113 

 

For more information, please visit Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency - CDEMA National Emergency Management 
Organization (NEMO)   
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