
Stirring up the dustTutu ana te puehu

36 PROVINCIAL VILAGES 
supported to increase growth 
of rural areas.

$13,000
estimated savings per 
annum from new rice milling 
machinery.

Mr Seung Sep, Chairman of the 

farmer co-operative in Deylo 

Village, Ratanakiri Province, 

inspecting freshly milled rice.

Visit us online for more 
information about our  
work in Cambodia. 

WWW. CARITAS.ORG.NZ

ACCOMPANYING FARMERS OF CAMBODIA 
Cambodia is one of the poorest countries in Asia. Still recovering from 20 years of 
civil war, the country now faces the threats of climate change and illegal logging. 
Cambodia has seen huge growth in the last two decades, but much of the benefit 
of this growth is centred in the urban centres while 78 percent of the population 
live in rural areas. 

Since 2005 Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand has worked closely with our Cambodian 
partners on the ground – Development and Partnership in Action (DPA) – on a 
five-year programme that cultivates the skills of small-scale farmers’ groups and 
cooperatives in 36 provincial villages in the north-eastern part of the country.  

Our focus is on sustainable farming and improving methods of production, 
processing, storage, transport and marketing. The goal is for communities to 
prosper and live sustainability in the face of climate change, predatory market 
practices and land titling disputes.
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Selling organic produce at the farm gate in 

Teun Village, Ratanakiri Province.
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ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE 
In  recent years, droughts have become more frequent, decimating crops. Farmers 
have also begun producing more products for the marketplace, which requires a 
consistent supply, even during dry times. Now more than ever, irrigation is important.

DPA have sought to adapt to climate change via the provision of irrigation equipment. 
Drip irrigation systems have been distributed to farmers looking to continue to grow 
crops most affected by the droughts. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Working together in small groups – Agricultural Cooperatives – farmers can create a 
more efficient system of sales and distribution of their products, and they can bargain 
for better prices on the open market. The Cooperatives that have been created allow 
for the exchange of best practices and provide a space for training.

Training sessions and village meetings of 228 (121 females) poor farmers have resulted 
in five new cooperatives. Participants have also developed objectives of marketing, 
credit, supply, services, and training, information and education for future business 
cooperatives. 

“I have to tell you how great 
the soy milk production 
went yesterday ... They 
were very happy when they 
got to $14.50 and told us, 
‘great, now we can buy 
pencils and books for the 
school term that has just 
started’.” 
- Helen Reynolds

Your regular commitment as a One World Partner enables us 
to continue our work in Cambodia 

Thank you for your ongoing support.

First: Harvesting organic rice.

Second: DPA trains farmers to be 
“model farmers” to teach others 
more effectivel practices. 

Third: Local village kids having 
fun.

Fourth: Drip irrigation allows 
farmers to grow crops during 
droughts. 

Left: Caritas and DPA support 
teams in the village to set up forest 
patrols to protect their land  from 
illegal loggers and land grabbers 
who cut down their trees.

LAND
In addition to affecting local and indigenous communities, land grabbing and illegal 
logging degrades natural resources vital to the rightful land owners. Securing legal titles 
for their land and developing effective resource management strategies are critical 
foundations of economic stability for local communities. Land security is fundamental 
for long-term investment in agricultural production and earning livelihoods from 
sustainable collection of traditional non-forest products such as resin and wild honey.  

Our project is helping indigenous communities to secure legal land titles for their 
customary land, which creates a huge disincentive for illegal activity.


