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HIGHLIGHTS
• Humanitarian workers, 

donors and embassy staff 
commemorated World 
Humanitarian Day 2018.

• At least 128 child soldiers 
(90 boys and 38 girls) were 
released by two armed 
groups in Yambio, Western 
Eqautoria.

• A humanitarian access 
survey conducted by 
partners revealed that access 
continues to be affected and 
restricted across the country.

• Nearly 3,500 IDPs relocated 
to Mangateen from Juba PoC 
site as a response to security 
situation.

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
People

1.91 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries

2.47 million

No. of people 
assisted in 
2018
(As of 30 August 
2018)

4.7 million

FUNDING

$776.5 million
funding received in 2018*

45% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2018

$1.7 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2018 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

World Humanitarian Day 2018 in Juba 
On the 20 August, the humanitarian community in South Sudan commemorated World 
Humanitarian Day. They called for action for humanitarian workers who sacrifice their 
lives to help others, and for protection of civilians caught up in conflicts that are not of 
their making.

The Humanitarian Coordinator, Alain Noudéhou, called for an end to all attacks against 
civilians and aid workers. Mr. Noudéhou said: “Ensuring the safety and security of aid 
workers in South Sudan has now become a major challenge that continuously hampers 
humanitarian action. Civilians, including humanitarians and medical workers, are not – 
and should never be – a target.”

Since the conflict began in December 2013, at least 110 aid workers have been killed. In 
2018 alone, 13 workers have lost their lives. Most of them are South Sudanese. Many 
more are detained, harassed or threatened.

Humanitarian workers continue to face denials of access that make it harder than ever to 
operate and reach to people in need. Operational interference, restrictions of movement 
and bureaucratic administrative impediments all demonstrate the persistently challenging 
operating environment in which humanitarians work to support people in need.

The Honourable, Dr Santino Bol, Deputy Chairperson of the Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commission at the South Sudan Government also convyed the solidarity of the Govern-
ment with humanitarian workers and expressed committment to support their safety and 
security as they carry out their humanitarian work. 

Speakers from across the community included: Angelina Nyajima, Executive Director 
of a national NGO, Hope 
Restoration; Lilian Mumbi, 
Operational Director of an 
international NGO, World Vi-
sion; and Andrea Noyes, the 
Deputy Head of OCHA. They 
conveyed the urgency of 
ensuring that humanitarian 
activities continues without 
interference and recognized 
the importance of national 
aid workers on the front-
line of the humanitarian 
response.
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Newly opened displaced people camp at Mangateen in Juba. Photo: 
UNMISS.

*According to the Financial Tracking 
Service (https://fts.unocha.org). 
Additional pledges have been 
announced but not yet recorded.

Aid workers celebrates World Humanitarian Day 2018. Photo: 
OCHA/Iramaku Vundru
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Western Equatoria: Children released from armed 
groups
On 7 August, 128 children (90 boys and 38 girls) were released by two armed groups – 
the South Sudan National Liberation Movement (SSNLM) and the Sudan People’s Libera-
tion Army-in Opposition (SPLA-iO) – in Yambio, Western Equatoria. This brings the total 
number released this year to over 900 children. This was the fourth release ceremony in 
2018, and additional releases are expected in the coming months. 

During the ceremony, the children were 
formally disarmed and provided with civil-
ian clothes. Medical screenings, counsel-
ling and psychosocial support are also 
offered as part of the reintegration pro-
gramme, as well vocational training. 

Mahimbo Mdoe, UNICEF’s Representa-
tive in South Sudan, said: “The progress 
made this year gives us reason to hope 
that one day all of the 19,000 children still 
serving in the ranks of armed groups and 
armed forces will be able to return to their 
families. 

“Until that goal is achieved, the work to 
end the use and recruitment of must children continue.”

Despite this progress, partners continue to receive reports of forced recruitment of chil-
dren and young people into armed groups in different areas the country. On 8 July, local 
sources reported that 25 boys were abducted by armed elements from their houses in 
Bazumburu village, Yambio County. Between May and July, displaced people arriving in 
Yei town also reported that armed groups in villages of Kukutes, Gomuguleh and Madile 
in Yei County are forcefully recruiting boys to join their ranks.

According to partners, inadequate funding to carry out their work is also a challenge. 
They require US$45 million to support 
the release, demobilization and rein-
tegration of all the estimated 19,000 
children in South Sudan over the next 
three years.

In a joint press release on the 3 July, 
the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization (UN-
ESCO) and UNICEF said up to 2.4 
million children in South Sudan are not 
receiving an education – the highest 
proportion of out of school children in 
the world.

Displacement, recruitment by armed 
forces and groups, poverty, and child labor were cited as major risks to children’s educa-
tion and welfare.

Partners assess access severity in the country 
A humanitarian access survey conducted by partners revealed that access continues to 
be affected and restricted across the country by all parties to the conflict, as well as by 
civilian authorities and criminal elements. 

With 7 million people in need of assistance in South Sudan, approximately 1.5 million 
people live in counties with high access constraints, including 1.2 million which have been 

“The progress made 
this year gives us 
reason to hope that 
one day all of the 
19,000 children still 
serving in the ranks 
of armed groups 
and armed forces 
will be able to return 
to their families,” 
said Mahimbo 
Mdoe, UNICEF’s 
Representative in 
South Sudan.

Children associated with armed group in Yambio, South Sudan. 
Photo: UNICEF
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Children released by sex in 2018
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targeted for lifesaving assistance.

A humanitarian access survey was conducted to enable humanitarians to assess percep-
tions of constraints on humanitarian access, and rank all areas according to the presence 
of various impediments and resulting levels of access over the last three months.

The 18 counties with the highest reported access constraints are located in Western Bahr 
el Ghazal, Western Equatoria, Upper Nile, Unity and Central Equatoria. Of these five 
states, Upper Nile, Western Bahr el Ghazal and Unity host the majority of people targeted 
for assistance (87 per cent).

Blanket access denials and restrictions of movement have persisted in Western Bahr 
el Ghazal, while continuous fighting and lack of safety assurances in central Unity have 
greatly constrained humanitarian access in recent months.

Worsening operational interference across the Greater Upper Nile region is restricting 
humanitarian access and compromising principled humanitarian action. Growing insecu-
rity in the Equatorias has significantly reduced humanitarian space and safe access for 
partners, including deterioration in safe road travel, which has seen a substantial increase 
in ambushes and detentions of aid workers.

Humanitarian access constraints are reported by partners in every county across South 
Sudan, while the severity and impact of each type of constraint varies by location and 
type of organisation. Twenty-seven counties (35 per cent) across the country had at least 
five reported constraint types, while eight counties (10 per cent) concentrated in Upper 
Nile and Central Equatoria have seen all of the types of access constraints. 

The most frequently reported constraints include difficult physical access – particularly a 
lack of road access and limited movement during the rainy season – as well as restricted 
humanitarian operations due to ongoing hostilities, operational interference, violence 
against personnel, and bureaucratic or administrative impediments.

There is limited movement for some due to the presence of mines and Unexploded Or-
dinance a difficult physical environment. International NGOs reported significantly more 
constraints involving violence against staff, difficulty at checkpoints and demands for 
illegal fees or supplies.

Ongoing hostilities reportedly affect INGO operations more than any other organisation 
type, while INGOs also reported more restrictions or obstructions of conflict-affected 
people’s access to their services and assistance. UN agencies reported less constraints 
involving violence against assets, difficulties at checkpoints and demands for illegal fees 
or supplies as compared to NGOs, which may be a result of stricter security protocols 
and more frequent use 
of force protection in 
high-risk areas. In many 
categories, national NGOs 
reported fewer constraints 
and less impact on opera-
tions of ongoing hostilities; 
this may indicate a higher 
risk tolerance of national 
NGOs and a willingness or 
ability to operate in difficult 
locations.

South Sudan again topped 
the list of most danger-
ous countries in the world 
in which to deliver aid in 
2017, in a report launched 
by Humanitarian Out-
comes on 13 August. 

Growing insecurity in 
the Equatorias has 
significantly reduced 
humanitarian space 
and safe access for 
partners, including 
deterioration in safe 
road travel, which has 
seen a substantial 
increase in ambushes 
and detentions of aid 
workers.

Humanitarian access 
continues to be 
affected and restricted 
across the country 
by all parties to the 
conflict, as well as by 
civilian authorities and 
criminal elements.
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Severity of access constraints in South Sudan
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For further information, please contact:  
Christina Corbett, Public Information Officer, christina.corbett@un.org
Iramaku Vundru Wilfred, Reports Officer, vundru@un.org 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.reliefweb.int

“It’s the third consecutive year that South Sudan tops the global list, underscoring the 
complexities in delivering aid in this war, and the impunity with which armed actors oper-
ate when attacking aid workers,” said Jan Egeland, Secretary General of the Norwegian 
Refugee Council (NRC). Almost one in three of the 158 major violent incidents against aid 
operations that took place in 2017 occurred in South Sudan. A record number of humani-
tarians were killed by gunfire last year (24). In addition, 2017 also witnessed an increase 
in detention of aid workers by parties to the conflict, and of physical assaults and armed 
robberies. 

Nearly 3,500 IDPs relocated to Mangateen from 
Juba PoC sites
As a response to a security situation that has put the lives of many at risk, nearly 3,500 
people were relocated to an informal site from an UNMISS protection of civilians (PoC) 
site in Juba. An inter-agency assessment was conducted in Mangateen to ascertain the 
feasibility of relocating people, mostly women and children, who wished to be relocated.

The assessment team reported that the Mangateen community was willing to host the 
new IDPs. The new IDPs were given 
a relocation assistance kit, which in-
cluded buckets, soaps, mosquito nets, 
plastic sheets and blankets, to support 
the transition. 

Humanitarians and UNMISS worked 
together in a combined effort to relo-
cate the families, putting up shelters 
and preparing the site. 

“It has been hugely rewarding to see 
the humanitarian community pull to-
gether when people are in need. I want 
to thank them all for their unwavering 
support for people who desperately 
needed it,” Mr. Noudéhou said in a press release on 4 September 2018. “Our main prior-
ity remains the well-being of the people in Mangateen.”

Humanitarian organisations continue to provide services including shelter, clean water, 
sanitation and hygiene, health and protection, whilst seeking durable solutions for the 
displaced people. Despite the efforts, space for the construction of shelters remains a 
challenge which is being addressed.

On 13 August, fighting with machetes and sticks erupted between two groups of IDPs in 
the UN House PoC site in Juba. Several people were reportedly injured during the ten-
sions and were treated at a clinic in the PoC site. UNMISS peacekeepers have intensified 
patrols in the PoC site.

Engagement for amicable solutions to the tensions are ongoing with the community lead-
ers.

Humanitarian 
organisations continue 
to provide a full range 
of services including 
shelters, clean water, 
sanitation and hygiene, 
health and protection, 
whilst seeking durable 
solutions for the 
displaced people.
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