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1. Introduction 

As a party to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, its 1967 Protocol 

and the 1969 Refugee Convention of the Organization of African Unity, the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia maintains an open-door policy for refugees into the 

country and allows humanitarian access and protection to those seeking asylum on its 

territory.1 Ethiopia recognizes prima facie refugees from South Sudan, Eritrea, Yemen, 

and Somalia (those originating from South and Central Somalia). 2  For others, the 

Government’s Eligibility Committee, on which UNHCR sits as an observer, undertakes 

individual refugee status determination. 

Following the border conflict between Eritrea and Ethiopia, there have been high influx of 

refugees from Eritrea to Ethiopia. At the request of the Ethiopian Government, a UNHCR 

led joint UN/ARRA/Regional Government assessment mission was undertaken in June 

2006. This mission identified the presence of Eritrean Afar refugees but due to their unique 

settlement which is still being dispersed and scattered throughout the woredas, it was not 

possible to access them for protection and response, it was only in September 2006 that 

ARRA and the Regional Government was able to provide UNHCR with a list of 6,130 

potential beneficiaries. Further to negotiations with the Government, a more formal 

registration process, carried out in January-February 2007, allowed a UNHCR led joint 

mission with ARRA to carry out refugee screening and register 4,573 refugees (1,927 

households).  

Refugees are living together with the local community in 24 very remote and isolated 

locations, some of them as far away as 375 Km from the temporary assistance delivery 

points ARRA established at Barahle, Aba’ala, Dalool, Dubti Bure and Logiya. Under these 

circumstances, a significant number of refugees had to travel 1-4 days on foot and camel 

to be registered and collect food and NFI assistance. This region is known by its harsh 

climate with absence of rain most of the year and with temperatures above 40 to 45 °C. 

 Even if initially UNHCR strongly opposed the concentration of refugees in designated 

areas, further to discussions held on 28 February 2007 with the Regional Authorities, 

ARRA, and WFP, it was concluded that it would be logistically simpler to assist, identify 

and administer and provide the refugees with better living conditions if they were 

requested to voluntarily relocate to two assistance distribution sites near Dubti and 

Barahle. UNHCR will open small offices in these two locations.3 

The Afar Regional State (Afar: Qafar; Amharic: አፋር ክልል) is one of the nine regional 

states (kililoch) of Ethiopia, and is the homeland of the Afar people. Formerly known 

                                                             
1 Ethiopia ratified both the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol on 10 November 1969, and the 
OAU Convention on 15 October 1973 
2 The Ethiopian Government grants automatic refugee status to Yemenis who arrived after 1 January 
2015 
3 UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Country Operations Plan 2008 Ethiopia, 1 
September 2007 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afar_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amharic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regions_of_Ethiopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regions_of_Ethiopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afar_people
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as Region 2, its new capital as of 2007 is the recently constructed city of Samara, which 

lies on the paved Awash–Assab highway. The Afar Triangle, the northern part of which is 

the Danakil Depression, is part of the Great Rift Valley of Ethiopia, and is located in the 

north of the region. It has the lowest point in Ethiopia and one of the lowest in Africa. The 

southern part of the region consists of the valley of the Awash River, which empties into a 

string of lakes along the Ethiopian-Djibouti border. Other notable landmarks include 

the Awash and Yangudi Rassa National Parks.4  

Based on the 2017 projections by the Central Statistical Agency of Ethiopia (CSA), the 

Afar Regional State has a population of 1,812,002, consisting of 991,000 men and 

821,002 women; urban inhabitants number 346,000 of the population, a further 1,466,000 

were pastoralists. Based on the 2007 Census conducted by the Central Statistical 

Agency of Ethiopia (CSA), the Afar Regional State has a population of 

1,390,273,[4] consisting of 775,117 men and 615,156 women; urban inhabitants number 

185,135 or 13.32% of the population, a further 409,123 or 29.43% were pastoralists. With 

an estimated area of 96,707 square kilometers, this region has an estimated density of 

14.38 people per square kilometer. For the entire region 247,255 households were 

counted, which results in an average for the Region of 5.6 persons to a household, with 

urban households having on average 4 and rural households 6 people.5 

Dalool is one of the woredas in the Afar Region of Ethiopia. This woreda is named for the 

former mining settlement of Dalool, which set the record for the hottest inhabited place on 

Earth, with an average temperature of 34° C. Located at the northernmost point of 

the Administrative Zone 2, Dalool's territory includes part of the Afar Depression. This 

woreda is bordered on the south by Koneba, on the west by the Tigray Region, on the 

north by Eritrea, and on the east and south by Barahle. Detailed information is not 

available for the settlements in this woreda.The average elevation in this woreda is 660 

meters above sea level; high points include Mount Hayle and Mount Dabshado, which are 

part of the Ethiopian highlands. Rivers include the Ragali. As of 2008, Afambo has 150 

kilometers of all-weather gravel road; about 22.33% of the total population has access to 

drinking water.6  

To-date, Ethiopia is a host to, among others, 64,512 registered refugees of Eritrean Afar 

ethnic origin as at 30 September 2019. Out of this figure,14,291 are living with the host 

community in Dalool and Erebti woredas and the remaining refugees are hosted in two 

refugee camps of Aysaita and Barahle. 14,291 figures, reflects the refugee population a 

subject of just completed food assessment mission. It is worth noting that refugees and 

asylum seekers keep coming from Eritrea especially from last year following the opening 

of Ethio -Eritrean border hitherto. 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
4 https://latitude.to/articles-by-country/et/ethiopia/13314/dallol-ethiopia 
5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afar_Region#cite_ref-1 
6 Hailu Ejara Kene, Baseline Survey of 55 Weredas of PCDP Phase II, Part I Archived July 20, 2011, 
at the Way back Machine (Addis Ababa: August 2008), Annexes 1, 16, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awash,_Ethiopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afar_Triangle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danakil_Depression
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Rift_Valley,_Ethiopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awash_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Djibouti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awash_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yangudi_Rassa_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Statistical_Agency_(Ethiopia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Statistical_Agency_(Ethiopia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Statistical_Agency_(Ethiopia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afar_Region#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pastoralists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Districts_of_Ethiopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afar_Region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dallol,_Ethiopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extremes_on_Earth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extremes_on_Earth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_Zone_2_(Afar)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afar_Depression
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koneba_(woreda)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tigray_Region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eritrea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berhale_(woreda)
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mount_Hayle&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mount_Dabshado&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopian_highlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ragali_River&action=edit&redlink=1
https://latitude.to/articles-by-country/et/ethiopia/13314/dallol-ethiopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afar_Region#cite_ref-1
http://www.pcdp.org.et/Docs/baseline/pcdpII%20-%20One.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20110720151420/http:/www.pcdp.org.et/Docs/baseline/pcdpII%20-%20One.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayback_Machine
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1.1. Existing situation of vulnerable refugees. 

It is to be remembered that WFP’s food assistance to refugees was interrupted in these 

two woredas in Afar region since 2015 up on official request from ARRA to discontinue 

assistance due to security reason unless they are relocated to Barahle Refugee Camp. 

Nevertheless, majority of the refugees refuse to be relocated to Barahle camp due to 

different reason. They have been remained in the three settlements by being burden to 

the local community. Recently however serious pressure and request have come from the 

refugees and the local authorities to resume the assistance including the existing 

challenges of refugees in the area and these challenges extends to Barahle. The mode of 

transport is very poor and extremely risky.    

According to the SOS August 2019 report, a total of 14,291 refugees are living in the host 

community of Dalool, Ayne-Deeb and Erebti. Majority of the population (59% of the total 

refugees) are living in Dalool (Adiqua). Besides,17% of the total population shows youth 

refugees while 0.2% shows unaccompanied and separated children. 

Currently these refugees are officially registered in L3 registration by ARRA and UNHCR 
and they have official Refugee Identification card, ration card and proof of registration. 

Table 1. Current Figure of Vulnerable Refugees  

Refugee 

Settlement  

0-4 Yrs. old 5-11 Yrs. old 12-17 Yrs. old 18-24 Yrs. old 25-59 Yrs. old 60+ Yrs. old 

Total 

Populat

ion 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female  

Dalool 811 732 
1107 1020 

810 838 539 573 459 1168 106 103 8266 

Ayne-Deeb 429 535 651 697 521 590 205 440 236 993 111 91 5499 

Erebti 16 14 62 66 67 60 27 31 73 95 9 6 526 

Total 1256 1281 1820 1783 1398 1488 771 1044 768 2256 226 200 
14291 

 

Based on the findings of the assessment, it has been observed that almost all rights of 

international protection which has been included in 1951 convention (the right to food, 

WASH, shelter, safety and  security and other sectors has been disregarded for more than 

fourteen  years without their awareness nonetheless they were urged to move for a better 

support to Barahle refugee camp but justified their concreate reason. These refugees 

have been dispersed in all 15 kebele’s of Dalool and 14 Kebele’s of Erebti with an average 

15-20 km distance with the most difficult infrastructure and topography where they can’t 

easily communicate with the nearest kebele or towns.  

 

They are all dependent on the host community in all sectors though sometimes work as a 

daily labor where limited intervention of livelihood and governmental and non-

governmental organizations exist. 
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Figure 1. Transportation mode (Dalool to Ayne-Deeb -Edagahamus) 

 

 

 

1.2. The Right to Adequate Food-Legal Rights 

The 1951 Convention sets the minimum standards of treatment of refugees, including the 

basic rights to which they are entitled. It also establishes the juridical status of refugees 

and contains provisions on their rights to gainful employment and welfare, on the issue of 

identity papers and travel documents, on the applicability of fiscal charges, and on their 

right to transfer their assets to another country where they have been admitted for the 

purposes of resettlement (Fact Sheet No.20, Human Rights and Refugees) 

The right to adequate food has long been recognized in several instruments under 

international law, including, the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 1966 

Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, and by other international 

conventions protecting specific groups, such as the Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979) and the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child (1989). It is also protected both explicitly and implicitly at the regional level, through 

regional instruments such as the Protocol of San Salvador (1988) and the African Charter 

on Human and Peoples’ Rights (1981), including the latter’s Protocol on the Rights of 

Women in Africa (2003). Numerous commitments have also been made at the 

international level in order to support the right to food for the world’s most vulnerable 

people. A recent example is Goal 2 of the Sustainable Development Goals (End hunger, 

achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture). Other 

commitments include the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and the World Food 

Summit Plan of Action (adopted at the Food and Agriculture Organization's (FAO) World 

Food Summit 1996), the adoption of General Comment 12: The Right to Adequate Food 

(Article 11) by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR 1999), 
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the appointment of a Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food by the Human Rights 

Commission (2000), and the adoption of the Voluntary Guidelines on the Progressive 

Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in the Context of National Food Security by the 

FAO Council (2004).7    

2. Objective of the Assessment 

The major Objective of the assessment is to undertake a joint food assessment mission 

to Dalool and Erebti Woredas in the three locations and come up with feasible 

recommendation. 

The specific objective of the assessments is: 

● Discuss with the Woreda and Refugee Representative about their perception on food 

assistance and challenges in the two Woredas: Dalool and Erebti 

● Observe the existing Humanitarian assistance, existing livelihood activities and the 

woreda potentials. 

● Identify the infrastructures and existing storage capacity (Woreda and Private) 

● To give feasible recommendation. 

3. Scope of the Assessment 

The scope of the assessment is to assess the current vulnerability situation of the refugees 

who have been resides under the three refugee settlements. The assessment didn’t intend 

to cover the whole sectors in detail but only focus on food assistance needs and the 

existing livelihood opportunities and other possible copping mechanism. 

 

4. Methodology 

The methods that the technical team used for the assessment are: 

● FGD with the woreda administration, refugee representative, discussion 
with ARRA, UHCR and WFP at zonal and camp level 

● Observation during site visits   

● Triangulation interview with some key informants 

● Statistical Reference  

 

                                                             
7  See, Rome Declaration on World Food Security, in FAO, Report of the World Food Summit, Rome 13 

to 17 November 1996, Part I, Appendix, FAO, 1996, available 
at: http://www.fao.org/docrep/003/w3613e/w3613e00.htm (last visited 12 Aug. 2018); Committee on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), General Comment No. 12 (The Right to Adequate 
Food), UN Doc. E/C.12/1999/5, 12 May 1999; Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, The 
Right to Food, Commission on Human Rights resolution 2000/10 (17 April 2000); FAO, Voluntary 
Guidelines to Support the Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/003/w3613e/w3613e00.htm
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5. Major findings of the assessment 

5.1. Flight and Food support 

Majority of the refugees arrived in Ethiopia between 1998-2000 G.C due to the conflict 

between Ethiopia and Eritrea that generated insecurity. Refugees crossed the border to 

Ethiopia and had encountered various challenges during flight. They lacked basic needs 

such as food, water and medication. In addition, there was no transportation and they 

travelled on foot and using camels in a difficult terrain and harsh climate. Consequently, 

some women and children died. 

The major refugee routes to Dalool are through Lasgede which is 150km from the border, 

Ayne-Deeb, Bada and Ramodi while from Ertale to Erebti on another way. Primary, 

refugees were registered to the Woreda and Kebele police once they arrived at the three 

location and questioned different enquiries and was supported by the community like 

water, cloth, food, medical care and non-food items once finished their interview. As Afar 

has a strong kinship relationship, some stay with their relatives and the rest dispersed to 

the community as a family in 14 kebeles’ of Dallol and 13 kebeles of Erebti. 

The woreda primary informed the influx of refugees to their areas at the federal level and 

following, ARRA distributed non-food items for those refugees informed by the woreda in 

2005 and deployed the staff in 2008 in these sites to register Asylum seekers. The figures 

were reported weekly to Shire as there was no office in Afar. ARRA started distribution of 

food with the support of WFP in 2013 together with Refugee and stayed for one year, in 

2014 

Due to security reasons, ARRA stopped food support in all the three sites and urged the 

refugees to move to Barahle to have basic support in the camp which was opened in 

2007G.C. However, majority of the refugees refused to move to Barahle with the reason 

that they already assimilated with the host community for more than fourteen years, fear 

of unconducive environment and support in Barahle, poor infrastructure for transport as 

most of them were women and children and have different clan with Barahle community 

were some of the major reasons why they refused to go.  

According to the Refugee representative and woreda administration, the reason why the 

food was stopped was not communicated to them. The decision was made without any 

preparation and participation of the refugee and other concerned actors. The refugees 

and the local authorities were not involved in the decision-making process. They were only 

told to move to Barahle camp. Even though at the time the exact figure was not known, 

asylum seekers kept coming through different entry points to Dalool and Erebti and 

remained with the host community without any assistance.  
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Figure.2. Discussion with Woreda Cabinet members a (Erebti) 

 

5.2. Currently Existing Humanitarian Assistance in the Area  

Save the children, WFP, NDRMC (Safety-net, Relief Programme) are the only non-

governmental and government organizations having limited intervention in the host 

community. 

 

Table 2. Existing Humanitarian Assistance  

Organization Intervention Remarks 

 
Save the Children 

Capacity building in Agricultural and 
Support women and Children, micro 

livelihood (Beekeeping) 

 

Safety-net Supports in cash and in kind  

WFP Supplementary food for women and 
children 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3. Current ongoing intervention programs in the visited woredas 
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Woreda Programme Beneficiaries No Food in MT No of FDP Remarks 

Dalool PSNP 38,539 606.989 12  

Dalool Relief 15,697 265.34 12  

Dalool TSF 3,999 51.465 13  

Dalool MHNT 678 8.492 5 sites  

Erebti PSNP 23,792 375 3  

Erebti Relief 15,462 262.08 3  

Erebti TSF 2,469 31.281 9  

Erebti MHNT 287 4.257 5 Sites  

 

From the above table 1509.409 MT of food dispatched and distributed for 93,490 

Beneficiaries in Dallol and Erebti woreda by federal NDRMC collaborating with Regional 

DPFSPCO in Relief and PSNP program and distribution of CSB++ and Plump sup for 

treatment of moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) children aged 6-59 months, Pregnant 

and lactating women (PLW) by WFP in two modalities. This support is only for the host 

community. 

 

5.3. Main Micro-Livelihood activities and coping mechanism 

There are no major livelihood activities going on the ground in the three location except a 

few bee-keeping, animal rearing of goat and camels by safety-net specially during rainy 

season. However, there is a potential livelihood possibility observed in the assessment 

and also confirmed from the woreda if properly supported as a project. In Dalool, the 

ground water can be found easily and a pilot private micro agriculture which can produce 

tomato, onion and other products using irrigation detected during the visit but has 

decreased currently because of the draught. Beekeeping is also another livelihood activity 

which can be easily expanded in the three sites. 
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Figure 2. Visiting water resources availability to livelihood activities (Dalool/Adiqua) 

The woreda has affected by droughts continuously and as there has not been tangible 

livelihood activities, the host community and refugees have a very limited income 

generating activities and most of them living in poor living condition below the standard of 

living with difficult topography and harsh environment. There has not been any coping 

mechanism which support the community. Refugees sometimes work as a daily laborer 

and a few supported by their families who are in Saud Arabia but rarely. However, the 

cultural ties of Afar has supported them for a survival to support each other and the 

refugee currently feeling guilty consciousness of a burden to the community according to 

the refugee representative.  

Even though there exist access to market in Erebti, only one day access to market in 

Dalool (Adiqua) on every Wednesday where they can sell their animals and by products 

which is dependent of safety-net due to poor and difficult infrastructure. Most of the 

commodities are from Edagahamus which 75 km from Dalool-Adiqua is leaving Ayne-

Deeb behind with poor access road and topography.  
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Figure 4. pilot micro-livelihood activities visit with the woreda (Dalool/Adiqua) 

 

5.4. Distance from Mekelle and Barahle 

 

Table 4. Distance main Cities, Woreda and Kebeles 

Routh  KM Remark 

Mekelle-Edagahamus- Ayne-Deeb 130 Better road access 

Mekelle-Edagahamus-Dallol (Adiqua) 175 High mountains with 

challenging road access 

Mekelle-Barahle-Dalool (Adiqua) 180 Gorges and better than 

others for food support  

Mekelle-Erebti 110 Asphalt (Very good 

access to road) 

 

 

5.5. Existing Storage capacity 

There exist both private and woreda storage capacity where they stock food and non-food 

items. Apart from these, the woreda confirmed that they have a full capacity to rent the 

storage if there exist food support in the future including maintenance of existing road.  
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Table 5. Existing Storage Capacity 

Woreda/Kebele # of existing 
store 

Owner Width Remark 

 
Dalool 

 
2 

 
woreda  

(15X6,16X12) 
M2  

 

Ayne-Deeb 4 1 kebele the rest 
private 

(11x10,8x6,18x7 
and 17x7) M2 

 

Erebti 2 Woreda 20x10 M2  

 

 

Figure 5. Storage facility in Erebti 
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6. Conclusions 

During the initial influx and arrival of refugees in the two woredas namely Dalool and 

Erebti, the status of host community was much better in terms of resource than the current 

status where continuous drought has affected each kebele. The host community has been 

sharing their food, cloth and non-food items with the perception of family and clan 

relationship including medical care. The capacity and resources of host communities are 

reaching a breaking point. More international support is needed to support the refugees 

in the three settlement sites of Dalool, Aynedeeb and Erebti. 

The very limited livelihood activities in the operation urged both the refugee and the host 

community not to cope-up with the current situation to cover the food coverage for daily 

nursing of their families with continuous drought in the region. even though few 

governmental and non-governmental organizations have very few interventions on food 

and cash support, it has limited to specific group of people and family consumption and 

are inadequate to support the rest of the needy population 

The disruption of the food assistance for these refugees in 2014 affects mainly women, 

children and the whole family in terms of food security and more burden goes to the host 

community. Currently, the refugee has blamed themselves as they are dependent and 

burden to the host community where they can’t even cover for themselves though the 

culture of sharing and accepting new guests has been there. Given the current 

vulnerability situation, sometimes they tried to take the risk of returning back to their 

country of origin with the current cumulative problems in the operation, but the political 

situation could not enable them to return to their country of origin. 

The difficult topography of the Dalool woreda including the harsh weather condition has 

another obstacle to start agricultural activities with less project intervention in the area. 

During the field visit and assessment exercise, it has been observed that the woreda has 
high potential capacity and resource to carry out some agriculture related opportunities for 
livelihood scheme. 
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7. Request From woreda and refugee representation 

Based on thorough discussion with the woreda administration, the refugee representative 

and the result of the assessment in both Dalool (Adiqua and Ayne-Deeb) and Erebti 

woreda, they provided clearly their major prioritized requests: 

 

❖ First, they request resumption of food assistance immediately in Dalool (Adiqua) 

and Ayneedib and opening of a refugee camp in Erebti since the refugees and host 

communities are at risk of food security with limited livelihood activities.  

 

❖ They need to be supported with other basic social services such as education, health 

water, shelter as those provided to other refugees hosted in Ethiopia under similar 

circumstances in the context of international protection and assistance.  

 

❖ They observed that once they secure food assistance, they request and advocate for 

governmental and NGOs intervention for some specific livelihood projects which 

would support income generating initiatives of the community and refugees. 

 

N.B Both woredas and refugee representatives vehemently expressed frustration on the 

fact the refugees living in Dalool and Erebti woredas have not been supported for many 

years and felt neglected. They requested immediate interventions in provision of basic 

services as similarly provided to other groups of refugees in Ethiopia. 

 

Figure.5. Discussion with the refugee representatives (Dalool-Adiqua) 
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8. Technical Team Recommendations 

Based on the findings of the assessment, it was observed that almost all rights as 

enshrined under the 1951 Convention such food, WASH, shelter, protection have not been 

realized for more than fourteen years. Although they were encouraged to proceed to 

Barahle refugee camp for assistance, they declined due to their affiliations with their family 

and clan members and due to gap in services in Barahle camp. 

The technical team comprised of ARRA, UNHCR and WFP jointly assessed and analyzed 

the situation of the refugees in the three sites and made the following recommendations: 

1. Immediate resumption of food support in all sites as a life-saving support 

in Dalool (Adiqua), Ayne-Deeb and Erebti as they invariably remain 

profoundly vulnerable.  

2. Bringing other basic social services both to the host community and to 

refugees through the CRRF approach currently applicable in Ethiopia. 

3. Creating improved micro-livelihood activities in this semi - arid area. 

 

In order to implement the first recommended option, it requires permanent storages and 
distribution hall with fence, staffs, scooping materials, loading unloading costs and other 
costs related with food distribution 

The team made reservations for the below  possibilities: 

Opening a new camp  

Staying in the three sites with the host community for more than fourteen years is a good 

example of local integration and thus opening camps in the host community would counter 

the CRRF spirit.  

Relocation to Barahle Camp 

The refugees are not willing to relocate since they feel properly locally integrated; that 

clearly there are services gap in the camp including lack of shelter and that the camp itself 

has already way back reached its absorption capacity.  

 

8.1. Implications of the resumption of food 

 If the greenlight is given to provide food, the below requests will be expected from the 

refugees but through time. 

• Those refugees from Dalool who are currently receiving support in Barahle will 

request their files to be transferred to Dalool a s a family unification and to have 

support in Dalool. 

• Those Asylum seekers who has not been registered in Dalool and Erebti and has 

been living with the host community will request to be register and enjoy their rights 
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• The refugees will request to enjoy their international protection rights: the right to 

have shelter, WASH, education, safety and security, legal rights once they secure 

food assistance. 

• Intervention of partners who are working in Barahle and other governmental and 

non-governmental interventions, will be expected. 

With these expectations in mind, the team also recommended once the food support 

resumes, there should be a mechanism where ARRA and UNHCR supports these 

vulnerable refugees in the area of legal protection and these needs separate discussions 

and bilateral consultations. Discussion with all partners and stakeholders should be 

expected. 

 

8.2 Recommended Long-term Strategy and way forward. 

 

As clearly stated in the above premises, the refugees in Afar has been living in the host 

community for more than fourteen years. Starting from their initial arrival, the host 

community has been supporting these vulnerable refugees continuously almost in all 

sectors. 

 

This clearly lead us the integration of host-refugee relationship is the best pilot protracted 

refugee sites where we can easily implement the new refugee policy of CRRF including 

the nine-pledge committed by the government of Ethiopia with and through its leading 

agency of ARRA. 

Once the decision is made to provide food to these vulnerable refugees, it is 

recommended to conduct workshops that would bring together all humanitarian and 

development stakeholders including the Afar regional state to chart the way forward. 


