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Proposed Commitments for Member States  

Proposal from the WHS Eastern Africa Regional Steering Group and humanitarian stakeholders 

April, 2016 

The World Humanitarian Summit is expected to be a turning point in the way we address challenges facing our common 

humanity.  Stakeholders in the eastern Africa region
1
 have, in the last 19 months in the lead up to the Summit, held a 

number of consultations to describe key challenges together with proposed solutions that are particular to the 

humanitarian system in the region.  In March 2015, representatives from civil society, governments, international and 

national nongovernmental organizations, the Red Cross/Red Crescent Movement, the United Nations, think tanks, donors 

and the private sector in eastern Africa, convened in Nairobi and concluded the meeting with six priorities for systemic 

change to improve humanitarian effectiveness in Nairobi. See full Chair Summary on this link: 

http://reliefweb.int/report/world/chair-s-summary-whs-eastern-africa-technical-review-meeting-31-march-2015-safari-

park 

The six priorities have since been grouped into thematic areas that include: i) Preventing and Responding to Conflict; ii) 

Humanitarian Coordination; iii) Localization; iv) Flexible Financing and v) Partnerships. Cross-cutting issues that 

include: Gender, Protection, Disaster Risk Reduction and HIV in Emergencies have-to an extent possible- been reflected 

across the four thematic areas. 

Proposed commitments and key messages have therefore been drafted around the five thematic areas that are fundamental 

to ensuring a fit for purpose architecture to prepare and respond to the humanitarian situation in the region. The messages 

are also aligned to five Core Responsibilities contained within the Secretary General’s Agenda for Humanity that will be 

used as a framework for action, change and mutual accountability and for implementation in the next three years.    Link: 

http://reliefweb.int/report/world/agenda-humanity-annex-report-secretary-general-world-humanitarian-summit 

This document serves as an advocacy tool for Member States and various stakeholders to refer to and influence 

discussions in the various fora including High-Level Roundtables, Special sessions and side events at the World 

Humanitarian Summit.  

The Agenda for Humanity lists 5 Core Responsibilities (CR):  

 

      Core Responsibility One: Global leadership to prevent and end conflicts 

        Core Responsibility Two: Uphold the norms that safeguard humanity 

            Core Responsibility Three:  Leave no one behind 

            Core Responsibility Four: Change people’s lives – From delivering aid to ending need 

           Core Responsibility Five: Invest in humanity 

                                                           
1
 Burundi, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and Uganda 

http://reliefweb.int/report/world/chair-s-summary-whs-eastern-africa-technical-review-meeting-31-march-2015-safari-park
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Proposed Member States’ Commitments from Eastern Africa for WHS in Istanbul 

1. Preventing and Responding to Conflict  - Theme is anchored to Core Responsibility One, Two and 

Three 

Prologue: In eastern Africa, conflict remains one of the main drivers of humanitarian need and large-scale forced 

displacement both within states and across borders. As of February 2016, there were an estimated 3.2 million refugees and 

11 million internally displaced persons (IDPs). Conflicts in the region are predominantly of a protracted or recurring 

nature and are often characterized by a lack of protection of civilians which continues to result in prolonged human 

suffering and enormous socio-economic development set-backs. As conflicts in the region show no sign of abating and the 

number of displacement affected communities continues to rise, a re-focus of the approaches to address the humanitarian 

role in addressing the root causes/drivers of conflict and durable solutions for forcibly IDPs, refugees and their host 

communities is needed.   

Commitment targeted to High Level Roundtable on: Political Leadership to prevent conflicts  

i) Commit to call for regional bodies, Member States, UN and partners to support joint early warning mechanisms 

and early action to prevent and/or mitigate  conflict and election-related violence 

Commitment targeted to High Level Roundtable on: Upholding the Norms that safeguard Humanity  

ii) Commit to strengthen compliance with International Humanitarian Law (IHL); join/ implement the Code of 

Conduct regarding Security Council action against genocide, crimes against humanity and War Crimes;  and 

support regional and international enforcement and accountability mechanisms (including the , African Court of 

Justice and the Rome Statute). 

Commitment targeted to High Level Roundtable on Leaving no one behind: a commitment to address 

forced displacement 

iii) Commit to ratify, domesticate and implement the Kampala Convention; adopt national legislation and policies for 

the protection of IDPs; and support the establishment of a credible regional mechanism to monitor and verify 

compliance of states policies and practices with the Convention. 

iv) Commit to adopt a shift in the approach to addressing protracted displacement in the region through long-term 

investments and the integration of displacement and durable solutions into national development plans.  

v) Commit to ensuring sustained gender norms and actions to prevent and respond to gender inequalities, including 

Gender-Based Violence in humanitarian settings 
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2. Coordination – Theme anchored on Core Responsibility Four 

Prologue: Humanitarian coordination mechanisms need to be able to adapt and respond to varied contexts and the 

dynamic nature of the current environment that encompasses fragile states, protracted crises and countries transitioning 

into middle income. Systematic inclusion of Southern NGOs is also crucial to humanitarian programming while 

humanitarian accountability remains critical.  Affected populations, especially women and youth also need to be 

systematically engaged influence the humanitarian system. Access to safe complaints and feedback mechanisms also has 

to be established to prevent abuse and exploitation. Special protection measures for women and children also have to be in 

place to prevent SGBV.   

Commitments targeted to Special Session 1: People-centered Humanitarian Action 

i) Commit to facilitate and advocate for financing of regional coordination bodies - Recognizing that coordination 

bodies need to be self-sustaining, independent, skilled, well-resourced and decentralized. 

ii) Commit to strengthen disaster risk reduction as a multi-sector responsibility. Establish cohesive institutional 

frameworks (one policy – one institution) for effective coordination at the highest national executive level. 

iii) Commit to call for SNGOs inclusion in international humanitarian coordination structures. Recognizing that at 

global level, SNGOs are not directly represented in the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC), and only 

through their membership in NGO networks such as ICVA and Interaction. 

iv) Commit to call for increased accountability to affected populations – through actively seeking views of affected 

populations to improve policy and practice in programming, ensuring that feedback and complaints mechanisms 

are streamlined.  

 

   

3. Localization – Theme anchored on Core Responsibility Four 

Prologue: While the need to properly respect the role of Southern NGOs and other national agencies is of particular 

focus to the humanitarian and development community, the primary focus must be on the important role that civil society 

plays in all countries and the quality of the relationship between civil society and the communities they represent. The 

humanitarian and development community is challenged to greatly improve the quality of its support to people affected by 

crisis. This challenge must be addressed by all alike – international and national. And at the center of the localization 

challenge is to ensure that the role of communities is paramount and accountability to communities is at the center. 

Commitments targeted to Special Session 1: People-centered Humanitarian Action 

i) Commit to enable a Change in Community Engagement Practice to ensure communities play their rightful role 

and enabled to address both development and humanitarian challenges. 

ii) Commit to Change Engagement with Civil Society recognizing that the role of Civil Society (SNGOs, CBOs, 

faith agencies etc.) is central to the social, economic and political development of a country for national. 

iii) Commit to enhancing collaboration among people at the local level to disseminate disaster risk information 

through the involvement of community-based organizations and non-governmental organizations. 
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Commitment targeted to High-Level Roundtable on Changing People’s Lives: From Delivering Aid to 

Ending Need 

iv) Commit to investing in strengthening local capacities for early warning, preparedness and response, and 

integrating national capacity strengthening in all humanitarian and development action.  
v) Commit to support local authorities and local communities to reduce disaster risk, including through resources, 

incentives and decision making responsibilities.  

 

4. Flexible Financing – Theme anchored to Core Responsibilities Four and Five 

Prologue: Globally, an estimated US$20 billion is needed in 2016 to meet the needs of some 87 million people, 

compared to $18 billion that was required to reach 52 million people in 2014. Funding needs for the region in 2016 total 

$5.5 billion (this excludes the Sudan Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP)) of which 14% is funded so far. In 2015, the 

figure was US$ 7.1 billion (inclusive of Sudan HRP), of which only 42.6% was funded. These ongoing and significant 

shortfalls in funding will have a severe impact on aid programming in the region presenting a critical test to the capacity 

and ability of the humanitarian community to respond effectively on its own. 

More recently, the El- Nino-induced drought has had massive humanitarian impact in the region and is expected to reach a 

peak in late 2016 and early 2017and thereby needing an elevated El-Nino related preparedness and response work. 

Changes in climatic conditions have resulted in greater variability and lower levels of rainfall resulting in reduced 

harvests, loss of crops due to flooding, increased drought-induced displacements and resource-based conflict. The 

situation could become even worse if a La Nina event - which often follows an El Nino – strikes towards the end of this 

year.  

Commitment targeted to High Level Roundtable on Changing People’s Lives: From Delivering Aid to 

Ending Need 

i) Commit to encourage funding to support national NGOs to play a central role in the programming, decision 

making, and delivering of principled and coordinated humanitarian assistance. 

Commitment targeted to High Level Roundtable on Financing: Investing in Humanity 

ii) Commit to support funding for the development of national preparedness measures and risk-sensitive social 

protection schemes. 

iii) Commit to encouraging States and donors to avail sufficient financial, technical and logistical resources for 

collecting disaggregated data and using gender analyses to interpret data for humanitarian response 

iv) Commit to ensure the HIV response is funded as a stand-alone and/or cross-cutting theme through National 

Strategic Plans and/or humanitarian funding mechanisms 

Commitment targeted to High Level Roundtable on Natural Disasters and Climate Change: Managing 

Risks and Crises Differently 

v) Commitment to invest in building the resilience of the most vulnerable to climatic risks and 

reinforcing a risk financing approach for Government and partners including market-based approaches (e.g. 

ARC, drought contingency fund in Kenya, Rwanda climate insurance fund, Ethiopia PSNP Risk Financing 

Mechanisms).  
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5. Partnerships- Theme anchored on Core Responsibility Five 

Prologue: Partnership facilitates the principles of equality, transparency, a results-oriented approach, responsibility and 

complementarity. These principles support building effective partnerships, contributing in turn to enhancing the 

effectiveness of humanitarian action 

Commitments targeted to High –Level Roundtable on Investing in humanity 

i) Commitment to providing an enabling environment for communities’ active participation in multi-stakeholder 

partnerships 

ii) Commit to ensuring multi-stakeholder partnerships are more inclusive in engaging the special groups 

iii) Commit to promote common efforts in partnership with the scientific and technological community, academia 

and the private sector to establish, disseminate and share good practices internationally 

Commitment targeted to Special Session 1: People-centered Humanitarian Action 

iv) Commit to advocating for a response that is inclusive, accountable and recognizes key role played by civil 

society, especially networks of People Living with HIV (PLHIV) recognizing their central importance in 

outreach work regarding accessing lifesaving medication.  

v) Commit to strengthening partnerships with gender based organizations at all levels of humanitarian action in 

order to ensure access to affected individuals and groups; but also in institutionalizing gender in partnership 

arrangements with humanitarian actors in Eastern Africa.  

vi) Commit to developing partnerships with the private sector and its support for innovative solutions targeting 

self-reliance of displaced populations through job creation, vocational training and income generating schemes.  


