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UNHCR operational highlights 
 

• The planning for activities to be implemented in 2013 will aim for a smooth transition from the consolidation of peace 

to longer-term development, with the phase out of the Clusters. However, the Security Sector Reform (SSR) and 

Disarmament Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) are at the initial phases, and the humanitarian space remains 

limited. At the same time, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission established in August 2011 is not yet fully 

operational in the field/rural areas.  

• Recent reports by Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International, as well as a declaration of the UN ASG for Human 

Rights, Ivan Simonovic, who visited Côte d'Ivoire (27/11-02/12), highlighted concerns about cases of torture and 

arbitrary detentions occurring in the country. He also called for an independent investigation into incidents at Nahibly, 

where the last IDP site was brutally destroyed by fire in July 2012-eight people died and bodies in mass graves were 

subsequently discovered at the site.  

• A new Government was formed on 22 November, made up of 29 ministers down from 36 in the previous cabinet, which 

was dissolved over a feud in the National Assembly between the President’s political party (RDR) and the allied PDCI 

over proposed amendments to the country's marriage/family law.  However, the reconciliation process is still in 

jeopardy. The Government accused a network of supporters of former President Gbagbo of having perpetrated several 

armed attacks in the previous months to destabilize the country. The Ivorian Popular Front (FPI) rejected the allegations 

and it remains marginalized from the political process. At the same time, several political opposition leaders are still 

under arrest.  

• Inter-community tensions remain a burning issue in addressing land rights, particularly in the west. The 1998 Land Law 

does not provide for adequate dispute resolution over land ownership; layers of secondary occupation of land, 

combined with the absence of land titles because of the connection between land tenure and the concept of “Ivoirité” 

demand wide scale reforms for the sake of peaceful co-existence and long lasting stability throughout the country. 

• The operational developments during the reporting period include: the highest rate of return of Ivorian refugees since 

June; the continuous return of Liberian refugees; the Government’s heightened interest in working on preventing 

statelessness and the imperative to focus on integration to ensure the sustainability of returns. 
 

 

UNHCR operations in 2012 (in million USD) 

 

 
 
 

Working with partners 
 

UNHCR coordinates repatriation operations and provides 

protection assistance for re-integration – mainly in the west and 

in Abidjan: 

Implementing partners: 

• Government agencies: Ministry of Justice and Human Rights; 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs;  

• NGOs: African Women Welfare Committee; Afrique Secours 

et Assistance; Association de Soutien à l'Auto-promotion 

Sanitaire Urbaine; Caritas; Norwegian Refugee Council; 

Handicap International. 

• UN: FAO; UN WOMEN; WFP; IOM. 

Budget  31,342,307 

Contributions (USD) 

Brazil 200,000 

CERF 1,196,236 

Côte d’Ivoire 102,178 

ECOWAS 234,900 

European Union 1,291,990 

France 328,947 

Japan 3,600,000 

Switzerland 544,070 

UN Peacebuilding Fund 494,120 

United States 2,000,000 

TOTAL 
                                    

9,992,440 



 

Refugees in Cote d’Ivoire-November 2012 

 (by country of origin) 

 

 

Country of Origin Number 

Liberia 7,067 

Democratic Republic of Congo 124 

Republic of Congo 59 

Rwanda 35 

Burkina Faso 23 

Other 94 

Total 7,402 
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Evolution of the Liberian refugees repatriated 
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3000 UNHCR organized repatriation of Ivorian 

refugees by months since 2011

Asylum country H/H Individuals 
Bénin 49 62

Burkina Faso 3 7

Cameroun 3 6

Gabon 1 1

Ghana 24 63

Guinée 4 4

Guinée Bissau 3 3

Libéria 2,559 6,784

Mali 52 106

Niger 1 3

Sénégal 2 5

Togo 236 441

Total 2,937 7,485

Summary of UNHCR organized/spontaneous 
 Ivorian refugees   repatriation activities 

Oct 2011 - Nov 2012
 



 

Achievements 
       
• The cessation clause for Liberians came into force on 30 June 2012 and after a verification exercise in June 2012, the 

total number of registered Liberian refugees was found to be 22,037, out of whom a sizeable number, around 80 per 

cent, applied for voluntary repatriation. A total of 15,063 individuals were repatriated so far in 2012. As at 30 

November, 7,067 Liberian refugees are still living in Côte d’Ivoire. Repatriation activities are going to be over by the end 

of the year, so an extraordinary effort is being put in place to help the remaining 3,756 Liberian refugees who opted for 

voluntary repatriation to come back home.  

• From October 2011 to November 2012, 159,985 Ivorian refugees have returned to Côte d’Ivoire, 145,000 of them being 

spontaneous returns. Preliminary figures show that 7,485 retuned through organized UNHCR convoys from countries of 

asylum to their final destinations, while 7,500 benefited from UNHCR transportation and protection assistance from the 

border to their return villages.      

• The last IDP site was closed in July 2012, forcing nearly 5,000 persons to return to their villages of origin or to 

alternative destinations. At the same time, there are some 46,000 still living with host families. Many who have 

returned to villages are struggling to reconstruct their lives. Returning IDPs are living in fragile areas and are at risk of 

flight for reasons of insecurity and community tensions. Many communities live with ‘pendular displacement’, wherin 

they are formally returned to their homes but sleep in forests or otherwise flee regularly to avoid security risks. 

 

UNHCR staff 
The staff comprise 93 persons: 53 national staff, 13 international staff, 2 consultant and 25 UN Volunteers. 
 

For further details please contact: 

Mrs. Ann Monica Encontre Mr. Francesco Bert 
Title: Representative     Title: Executive Assistant to the Representative 
Email: Encontre@unhcr.org Email: Bert@unhcr.org

 


