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UNHCR operational context 
 

• On 13 March, Zilebly village, near the Liberian border, a popular return area for Ivorian refugees, was attacked by 

unidentified armed men and seven persons were killed. On 21 March, Tiobly, along the return route to Toulepleu, was 

targeted: no casualties were reported but several persons were injured, and a repatriation convoy of Ivorian refugees 

scheduled for the same day turned back due to insecurity in the area. On 23 March, Petit Guiglo village, in the vicinity of 

Tinhou (25 km from Bloléquin) was attacked: three assailants, one civilian and two national military (FRCI) elements 

were killed, while the entire village was set ablaze. 

• The above episodes represent the most serious security incidents registered in Cote d’Ivoire since October 2012 and 

this shows the unpredictability of the security situation, particularly in the West of the country. While land conflicts 

could be the root causes for the attacks, the political climate surrounding the upcoming local and regional election 

scheduled for April 21 remains volatile, especially considering the boycott announced by the former ruling party Front 

Populaire Ivorien (FPI).  

• The armed attacks that affected several villages along the Liberian border caused massive population displacements. 

More than 3,000 IDPs found refuge in host families and other sites in Blolequin, while some 4,000 persons moved to 

the neighboring village of Keibly and still others moved further east towards Guiglo. UNHCR participated in several 

inter-agency missions in the affected localities, to assess the humanitarian needs of the villagers in the aftermath of the 

attacks. While the situation is slowly returning to normal, and the majority of the population returned to their 

respective villages, the localities of Zilebly and Petit Guiglo, where almost all the houses were destroyed and looted, 

remain entirely vacant since the attacks. It should be noted that ethnic Baoule and Burkinabe are returning while Guere 

are citing the need for more Government protection before they consider going back. Ethnic tensions remain high in 

the area. 

• A team of humanitarian actors conducted an assessment of the situation in the Goin Debe forest in light of the 

imminent eviction (by the Government) of illegal settlers in the “protected” forest areas. The team observed that, at 

one camp which had been demolished by administrative authorities, settlers had returned, and were rebuilding their 

huts and clearing the forest, raising the possibility of a confrontation between the illegal settlers and the authorities. 

UNHCR is closely monitoring the situation and coordinating with other humanitarian actors to provide assistance so as 

to respect the rights of the 5,000 persons involved. 
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UNHCR operation in 2013 (in USD) 

 BY POPULATION BUDGET 

 Refugees   20,021,340 

 Stateless   1,809,192 

 Returnees  4,632,223 

 IDPs  1,381,909 

 Total Budget  27,844,546 

Country of Origin Number 

Liberia  3,422 

Democratic Republic of Congo  155 

Republic of Congo  150 

Rwanda  68 

Burundi  33 

Togo  27 

Others  131 

Total  3,986 



 

Working with partners 
UNHCR coordinates repatriation operations and 

provides assistance for re-integration – mainly in the 

west and in Abidjan: 

Implementing partners: 

• Government agencies: Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 

Ministry of Justice and Human Rights. 

• NGOs: African Women Welfare Committee 

(AWECO); Association de Soutien à l'Auto-

promotion Sanitaire Urbaine (ASAPSU); Caritas; 

Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC). 

• UN: FAO; UNOPS; IOM. 
 

UNHCR Staff: 
The staff comprise 70 persons: 51 national staff, 13 

international staff, and 6 UN Volunteers. 

UNHCR organized repatriation of Ivorian 
refugees by country of asylum in 2013:  

Achievements 

• Between January 2012 and March 2013, more than 165,000 

Ivorian refugees returned to Cote d’Ivoire, 145,000 of them being 

spontaneous returns. Preliminary figures show that, in the first 

three months of 2013, some 5,942 returned through organized 

UNHCR convoys from countries of asylum to their final 

destinations. In the last six months, the number of organized 

returns has seen a steady increase, especially from Liberia. 

However, due to the recent armed attacks, further movements 

through the axe Grand Gedeh to Toulepleu were temporarily put 

on hold. Convoys scheduled to pass through entry points at 

Danane and Tabou will continue as originally planned. It is 

important to recall that more than 80,000 Ivorians are still 

refugees in West Africa, the majority of them in Liberia.  

• On 21 and 22 March, under the auspices of the Tripartite Commission, UNHCR and its Government partner, SAARA, 

accompanied Ivorian authorities, including the Ivorian Ambassador in Ghana (covering Togo) and the Director of the 

DDR Authority, to Lome, Togo. Ivorian refugees had an opportunity to address their ongoing concerns about basic 

assistance and were informed about upcoming organized repatriation movements. A few days later, on 28 March, 65 

refugees (58 from Togo and 7 from Ghana) came back home with a UNHCR convoy. 

• From 16 to 21 March five Ivorian refugees came on a “Go and See” visit from Ghana accompanied by UNHCR and the 

Ghana Refugee Board. During their visit they were able to evaluate the situation in and around Abidjan. They are now 

expected to return to the refugee community in Ghana to share their impressions and give first-hand accounts of their 

experiences. 

• On 18 and 19 March, UNHCR organized a Country Operations Planning (COP) workshop in Abidjan, to hold discussions 

with Government officials, humanitarian actors, refugees, former IDPs and persons from host communities as well as 

donors. The meeting allowed UNHCR and its partners to consolidate the planning strategy that will be implemented for 

beneficiaries in 2014 and 2015.  

• In the area of reduction of statelessness, the Minister of Justice and Human Rights delivered naturalization decrees to 

8,133 persons. Many of them, mostly descendants of Burkinabe immigrants who came to Cote d’Ivoire in the ’70s and 

‘80s, were unable to prove their citizenship and therefore de facto stateless. It is important to remark that the process 

of regularizing their status was started nearly ten years ago – although some opposition newspapers accused the 

Government of unlawfully providing Ivorian citizenship to Burkinabe nationals for electoral purposes. To contrast this 

misinterpretation of the facts, UNHCR and the Government partners are planning to streghten their advocacy towards 

mass-media and National Assembly Members to sensitize them about the importance of preventing and reducing cases 

of statelessness in CDI.   

For further details please contact: 

 
 

Mrs. Ann Monica Encontre                 Mr. Francesco Bert 
Title: Representative                      Title: Executive Assistant to the Representative 
Email: encontre@unhcr.org                Email: bert@unhcr.org
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UNHCR organized repatriation of
Ivorian refugees by month

October 2012 November 2012 December 2012

January 2013 February 2013 March 2013

Asylum country  No. of persons 

Liberia  5,859     

Togo      67 

Ghana       7 

Benin 4      

Cameroon 2    

Guinea       1 

Algeria       1 

Thailand 1 

Total          5,942 


