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109 families in Menik Farm Village, Vavuniya district receive a home to call their own 
 

7
th
 September 2011- T. Sukiran (52 years) and his wife excitedly await the arrival of Chief 

Guest Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic Development at the official handover 
ceremony of the European Union (EU) funded housing programme implemented by Arbeiter-
Samariter-Bund (ASB) in Menik Farm village, Cheddikulam DS, Vavuniya District. The 
Sukiran family is one of the 109 beneficiaries receiving a permanent house today through 
Phase 1 of this permanent housing programme which was launched in 2010 and constructed 
a total of 518 houses in Vavuniya district.  
 
Donned in his best attire and eagerly awaiting the arrival of the dignitaries T. Sukiran says 
“We were living in Killinochchi until ’99 when we were displaced to Madhu, Mannar district. 
Following this we were displaced countless times until we sought refugee at an IDP camp in 
Cheddikulam, Vavuniya district for 10 years. Finally in 2010 we received the good news that 
we had been chosen as beneficiaries by the DS Cheddikulam to receive a permanent house.”  
 
The handover ceremony graced by chief guest Minister of Economic Development, Hon. Basil 
Rajapaksa and other distinguished guests including Minister of Industries and Commerce 
Hon. Rishad Badhuideen, GA Vavuniya, Ms. P.S.M. Charles, Ambassador of the Delegation 
to European Union to Sri Lanka and the Maldives, Bernard Savage and USAID Sri Lanka 
Mission Director, James Bednar commenced with the unveiling of the sign board at the 
entrance to the village. Shortly after the ribbon cutting ceremony and a tour of T. Sukiran’s 
new home Minister of Economic Development, Hon. Basil Rajapaksa in his address to the 
villagers said “We all know the suffering of the people of Sri Lanka for 30 years due to the 
conflict. The landscape of the North was left ruined by the war but it is heartening to see 
development such as what we are witnessing today. With funding from EU and the assistance 
of implementing partner ASB we are able to give you homes and bring you relief after all your 
years of suffering. The government is strongly committed to bringing development to this 
region.” 
 

Beneficiaries of Phase 1 were selected after a comprehensive selection process made in 
consultation with Divisional Secretariat officials in the respective locations. Subsequently, key 
construction related decisions were decided upon at monthly meetings held at the Divisional 
Secretariats Office with relevant project staff and Building Reconstruction Committee (BRC) 
representatives. At village level, each beneficiary has opportunity to be a part of the 
consultation process and voice their views and concerns through a forum known as BRC 
(Building Reconciliation Committee). Each BRC is supported by two Technical Officers and 
one Community Mobiliser from ASB in order to guide and motivate villagers in 
material/resource procurement, construction management, construction activities and future 
involvement in bank transactions activities and, also to ensure that beneficiaries will construct 
quality houses within the time frame. The BRC is also a forum to address special needs of 
more vulnerable beneficiaries such as disabled and female–headed households. 

Overall implementation of this project is conducted in close cooperation with the Presidential 
Task Force for Resettlement, Development and Security in the Northern Province of which 
Hon. Minister Basil Rajapaksa is Chairman. 

Head of Delegation of the European Union to Sri Lanka and the Maldives H.E. Bernard 
Savage says “The European Union is very pleased to be part of this day's simple celebration 
to witness the handover of the 109 completed houses in Menik Farm village. The European 
Union has provided grant assistance amounting to 1.8 billion rupees for the construction of 
over 2500 houses in the district of Vavuniya. This project funded by us is ably carried out by 
our Implementing Partner ASB together with the government authorities in the district, and I 
must say that the results I have seen today are proof of a good collaboration and very 
satisfactory job done.”  
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Each tiled roof house is 500 square feet and consists of a living room, two bed rooms,  
kitchen and a toilet. All houses will have provision for possible extension work, if the families 
wish to do so in future. 

“ASB together with our donor, the European Union is committed to providing a permanent 
house to the thousands of families displaced by the conflict and living in temporary 
accommodation. We hope that through this project, families who have been through many 
hardships and lost loved ones during the conflict years will be able to rebuild their lives. This 
is an investment for their future, the future of their children.” said Ralf Nico Thill, Country 
Director, ASB Sri Lanka.  

In keeping with the owner-driven concept, the project design requires owners themselves to 
contribute their labour and time for constructing their own houses. ASB facilitates the overall 
implementation of the project and Practical Action handles capacity building of ASB staff in 
community mobilizing and technical skills as well as providing training to beneficiaries in new 
construction techniques.  

T. Sukiran commented “We are so grateful to the EU for funding this project and to ASB the 
implementing partner for their guidance and training. Through the foundation training and 
guidance from the ASB team I was able to save a lot of money and assist in the construction 
of my house. After so many years living in a camp my wife, 3 daughters and I finally have a 
home to call our own.” 

Over the 3 year implementation period of this European Union (EU) funded project amounting 
to EUR 11.25 million, including a 10% contribution from ASB, a total of 2500 houses 
permanent houses will be constructed for over 10,000 individuals living in temporary and semi 
permanent accommodation in all divisions in the Vavuniya district. In addition, through the 
inbuilt capacity development component over 1000 masons and carpenters will benefit 
through learning new construction skills that will no doubt inject new life into the local 
economy.  

Government Agent Vavuniya district, Ms. P.S.M. Charles shared the following comments at 
the conclusion on the day’s proceedings ““I’m grateful to the EU and implementing partner 
ASB for the construction of houses in the Vavuniya district. The owner driven methodology 
employed by ASB is a very successful one. The 518 houses built during the last year are 
commendable.  The approach used by ASB in terms of communicating to the beneficiaries, 
motivating them and assisting them with construction work was admirable.” 
 
 
 
For more information please contact Meryse Tissera, Manager Communications, ASB  
Sri Lanka. Telephone: 2554530/1. Email: meryse.tissera@asb.lk 
 


