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Fighting and Floods Offset Food Security Gains in Southern Sudan 
With the harvesting of the first season’s crop completed, household food availability has improved in 
southern Sudan. Overall food aid deliveries have been close to delivery targets in recent months. In 
October, WFP/Operation Lifeline Sudan (OLS) delivered 117 percent (11,960 MT) of the southern sector 
target and 76 percent (5,317 MT) of the northern sector target. Deliveries by barge boosted northern 
sector deliveries over the preceding months’ much lower levels. Despite improved food availability, severe 
localized problems persist in several Regions with flooding, poor crop harvests, and civil unrest. 

 

Abnormally heavy rainfall from July through October (figure 1) has benefited second season crops in 
Equatoria and Jonglei Regions as well as pastures, livestock conditions, and milk availability across most 
of southern Sudan. However, the heavy rains also brought extensive and unusual flooding in many areas 
of Bahr-el-Ghazal, Lakes, and Upper Nile Regions and are impeding crop development and harvesting. 
High water levels have reduced access to fish and wild foods for households without canoes and nets. 
The flooding is also likely to contaminate wells, potentially triggering an upsurge in waterborne diseases. 

The nutritional status of children under five and of the general population has markedly improved in Bahr-
el-Ghazal and Lakes Regions. The crude mortality rate in Ajiep (considered to have the worst conditions 
in Bahr-el-Ghazal) was 90 percent lower in mid-October than in early August. UNICEF reports that in Yirol 
and Rumbek (Lakes Region), global malnutrition rates dropped from 30 percent to about 17 percent 
between mid-June and October. NGO’s are gradually phasing out some feeding centers, but as Doctors 
Without Borders-Belgium reports, malnutrition rates are still high. The relative security afforded by the 
extension of the cease-fire in Bahr-el-Ghazal and Lakes Regions should improve access to the wild foods, 
fish, and animal products and help compensate for the poor 1998 harvest. Emergency food aid will be 
required in these Regions until next September’s harvest, but at reduced levels. Non-food interventions 
are needed to help reintegrate impoverished displaced populations into their communities and ensure 
access to clean water and sanitation facilities in flooded areas. 

In contrast to areas covered by the cease-fire, increased civil insecurity compounded by severe flooding 
in Upper Nile Region is greatly hindering the flow of food aid and food security information. In October, 



several NGO’s evacuated their personnel and WFP/OLS southern sector could deliver only 8 percent of 
the 1,257 MT of food planned for the Region. 

The conflict around Juba and its satellite garrisons in Eastern Equatoria also continued during October, 
albeit with minimal civilian displacement. At the end of October, there was unexpected insecurity around 
Yambio and other towns in Western Equatoria, a traditionally secure area. Also in October, about 19,000 
of the 64,000 Sudanese refugees living in camps in the neighboring Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) returned to their homes in Western Equatoria, prompted by conflict in the DRC. Their current 
health condition is good, but with few possessions, they will require a limited amount of short-term aid to 
ease their reintegration. 
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