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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Harvesting of the 2011 winter cereals has just started 

 Ongoing conflict and displacement affecting food production 

 Increased emergency food assistance required, especially in 
the West of the country 

Food production is expected to be negatively 
affected by lack of both labour and inputs 

Harvesting of the winter cereals has just started. Based on satellite 
imagery analysis, weather and vegetation conditions have been 
generally adequate since the start of the growing season last October. 
However, the disruption of agricultural inputs supplies (i.e. seeds, 
livestock feed and veterinary supplies); of imports and the massive 
departure of foreign workers are expected to contribute to reduced 
agriculture and livestock production. Lack of funds to finance the 
agricultural subsidy system, especially in western parts of the country, 
is also expected to further exacerbate the situation. 

Potential food shortages forecast 

Libya depends heavily on food imports contributing to around 86 
percent of domestic food utilization. The ongoing social and political 
turmoil is affecting the food security situation of large number of people. 
According to recent rapid assessments, the conflict disrupted supply 
lines and led to shortages of food, fuel, medicines and other essentials. 
Food stocks are rapidly being depleted in the absence of any 
replenishment pipeline. The situation is believed to be worse in western 
parts of the country where the majority of population is located. In the 
Nafusa Mountain, food security gaps and medical needs are of special 
concern. 

Inflation is expected to increase due to food 
shortages 
According to the Economist Intelligence Unit, the annual Consumer 
Price Index in Libya in 2011 is expected to rise by at least 6.8 percent 
compared to a 2.5 percent increase in 2010. Higher international food 
and non oil commodity prices will further exacerbate the situation 
increasing the cost of food imports. However, inflation may be mitigated 
by the shortage of local and foreign currency. 

Increasing demand for food supplies from 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

Recent OCHA reports indicate that as of mid May 2011, more than 
800 000 people, fleeing from Libya, have crossed into Tunisia, Egypt, 
Niger, Chad and Algeria, or arrived by sea in Italy and Malta. Many 
Internally displaced persons (IDPs) were also reported to be in need of 
food assistance. Moreover, hundreds of refugees who had fled Libya 
for Tunisia and Egypt in recent weeks, have crossed back to Libya with 
the intention of boarding boats to Europe. To date, World Food 
Program (WFP) mobilized 16.8 metric tonnes of food to feed around 
369 000 people for three months. Food security cluster partners have 
reached more than 28 000 beneficiaries throughout western Libya. 
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Distribution points included the Nafusa Mountains area, around Tripoli 
and Misrata. 
 
An Immediate Response Emergency Operation (IR/EMOP) is Currently 
underway with the aim of meeting the immediate food needs, for 32 
feeding days, of an estimated 20 000 beneficiaries in Eastern Libya 
(primarily Benghazi). 

 

 


