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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Favourable harvest prospects following adequate rainfall in 
most regions 

 However, large number of people face chronic food insecurity 
and malnutrition 

Good harvests are expected following favourable 
rainfalls 
Harvesting of the 2011 second season maize crop is nearly complete in 
the South. In the North, which has only one rainy season, harvesting of 
coarse grains was completed in November. Official preliminary 
estimates indicate that cereal production was similar to the previous 
year’s above-average level of 1.05 million tonnes. Maize production is 
estimated at about 650 000 tonnes, representing a slight increase over 
2010 level. 

High food prices make access to food difficult in 
parts 
Prices of main staple maize have been mostly stable in the capital 
Lomé where in December they were 15 percent below 2010 levels. In 
all other monitored markets, however, prices were higher than in 
December 2010 despite the good crop performance, partly due to 
increasing fuel prices and transport costs. The highest seasonal 
increases (+42 percent from October to December) and highest levels 
compared to December 2010 (+55 percent) have been recorded in 
Amegnran market, located in the Maritime region, where rainfall deficits 
during the growing period negatively impacted yields. Prices of 
imported rice, mainly consumed in urban areas, remained relatively 
stable in the capital Lomé, and in December they were 6 percent higher 
than in the same month last year. 

A substantial section of the population are 
exposed to chronic food insecurity 
Despite the satisfactory food supply situation, large numbers of people 
are exposed to chronic food insecurity and malnutrition. According to 
the WFP’s latest detailed survey of food security and vulnerability, 47 
percent of the rural population suffers from food insecurity, and 37 
percent are at risk.  At the national level, acute and chronic malnutrition 
levels among children under five years of age were 12.3 and 23 
percent, respectively. The North of Togo includes the poorest zones 
where malnutrition levels are the highest. The food security conditions 
of these vulnerable low income households are expected to deteriorate 
even further due to the higher food prices. The state of the vulnerable 
groups and market conditions require close monitoring in order to 
provide timely interventions. 
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