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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Good rains in southern areas, but localised heavy downpours 
caused flooding 

 Food prices in late 2011 remain generally higher than the 
previous year 

 Insecurity continues to constrain agricultural production in 
affected areas 

Generally favourable rains in southern areas 
Planting activities of the 2011/12 main season (October-July) crops in 
central and southern areas are nearly complete. Generally good rains 
have been received since early November 2011. However, heavy rains 
were recorded in southern parts of Maniema and South Kivu, as well as 
central areas of Katanga, causing localised flooding that resulted in 
some crop damage. By contrast, poor rains in western areas of 
Katanga, as well as Bandundu, Kasai Occidental and Kasai Oriental 
provinces, could negatively impact on food crops. Remote sensed 
information confirms the poor vegetation conditions at the start of 2012.  
 
In addition, brown streak disease, which affects cassava crops, was 
detected in South Kivu and could reduce production of this key food 
staple in the affected areas. Harvesting of the main 2011/12 maize crop 
in southern areas is expected to begin in March 2012. 

Higher prices persist in late 2011 
Food prices were higher in October 2011 in most parts of the country 
compared to their levels in the previous year. One of the main food 
staples, cassava flour, recorded a year-on-year increase of over 40 
percent in the Bunia, Kisangani and Kinshasa in October 2011. By 
contrast, maize prices experienced comparatively smaller annual 
increases and in Lubumbashi prices declined slightly compared with 
October 2010, partly following the good supplies from Zambia.  

Continued civil conflict affect food insecurity 

Persistent insecurity continues to restrict access to both land and 
agricultural inputs, limiting households’ productive capacity, which is 
already predominantly at the subsistence level. The high food prices, in 
addition, exacerbate the poor food security situation for resource poor 
households, particularly in central and north-eastern provinces. Inter-
agency food security assessments carried out in several provinces 
during 2011 indicate high levels of food insecurity across the country. In 
Orientale Province, for example, about 3 million persons are 
moderately food insecure, including 720 000 who were assessed to be 
severely food insecure. A similar situation is also prevalent in Kasai 
Oriental Province, where 916 000 people are severely food insecurity 
and 2.2 million are moderately food insecure. Assistance is continuing 
to be provided to affected households and accordingly in 2011 WFP 
targeted 4.4 million persons for food assistance, while FAO provided 
agricultural inputs and training to in an effort to increase households’ 
production capacity. 
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