
 
Price Update 
Ethiopia’s year-on-year inflation rate fell for a fourth month in a row to 35.2 per cent in December 2011 down from 39.2 and 39.8 
per cent in November and October, respectively. The food price inflation rate decreased to 46.5 percent, down from 50.3 per 
cent a month earlier, and the non-food inflation rate to 21.8 per cent down from 24.2 per cent in November. With the arrival of 
the meher harvest into the markets, availability of cereals is improving, leading to slightly declining prices in most markets. 
However, prices generally remain well above 50 per cent of the five-year average, which negatively impacts the purchasing 
power of the most vulnerable households and the overall food security situation in the country. For more information, contact: 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 

Food Assistance Update 
As of 10 January, the eighth round of relief food dispatches, targeting 3.1 million people, stood at 87 per cent, including 61 per 
cent dispatched to areas covered by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP); 96 per cent dispatched through 
WFP’s Hubs-and-Spokes programme in Somali Region; and 100 per cent to areas covered by the Disaster Risk Management 
and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS). For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 

Health Update 
New suspected measles cases were reported in the Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples region (SNNPR), with 191 new 
cases of measles reported from Keffa and 3 cases from Gamo Gofa zones. In Gesha woreda of Keffa zone, which is one of the 
most affected woredas in the region, the Regional Health Bureau, in collaboration with WHO, is planning to conduct on site 
orientation for woreda health staff, conduct a rapid assessment of case management practices in the woreda, and identify 
vaccination requirements. The Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research Institute and Public Health Emergency Management 
(EHNRI/PHEM) has also deployed a team of experts to support the regional team in Gesha woreda. During the same week, 63 
new cases of measles were reported in Mustahil woreda of Gode zone (Somali Region).  
 

Also in SNNPR, 6 suspected cases of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) were reported from Konso woreda of Segen People’s 
zone, but no death was reported. Cases are currently being investigated; case management, mass education on AWD 
prevention and treatment of water sources have commenced. Although no new cases were reported in Hargele woreda of East 
Harerge zone (Oromia region), the health bureau and partners are closely monitoring the situation.  
 

Response to increasing numbers of malaria cases are continually being strengthened in Gambella region, particularly Abobo 
woreda. Efforts include enhanced case management at health centers and health posts; social mobilization on environment 
management; indoor residual spraying and distribution of insecticide treated nets; as well as risk analysis. Despite the gradual 
increase in reported malaria cases, levels are still below the epidemic treshold.  For more information, contact: who-
wro@et.efro.who.int 
 

Nutrition Update 
Overall, admissions of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) cases to therapeutic feeding program (TFP) sites decreased in 
November with a total of 22,198 SAM cases admitted to 7,520 TFP sites in eight regions (75.1 per cent reporting). The reported 
cure rate for the month was 84.4 per cent of discharges, while the mortality rate was just 0.3 per cent down from 0.5 per cent in 
October. The defaulter rate was 4.7 per cent (an increase from 4.3 per cent in October). Tigray region registered the highest 
decrease in TFP admission (37 per cent), while SNNP, Somali and Oromia regions registered a decrease of 15 per cent in 
November from October levels.  In Afar, TFP admissions were higher (1,044 at 86 per cent reporting) compared to those 
reported in October (619 at 78 per cent reporting) as a result of the expansions of TFP services in from 170 TFP sites in the 
region in October to 205 in November. Improved coverage of nutrition services, good performance of the rains in pastoralist 
areas and the overall improvement in food security have all contributed to the decrease in TFP admissions in most of the 
regions.  
 

According the Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit, NGOs covered 81 woredas nationwide in November, as compared to 72 
in October, with supplementary feeding (TSF) services for moderately malnourished children under age 5 and pregnant and 
lactating women. As TSF service coverage by NGOs is expanding, the number of beneficiaries registered by the NGOs has 
decreased by 25.4 per cent from October to November, from 32,302 to 24,084 children under age 5. This positive trend reflects 
the relative improvement in the nutrition and food security situation in the country. For more information, contact: 
isaackm@dppc.gov.et 
 

Education Update 
The Regional Education Bureau (REB), in collaboration with partners, is conducting a rapid needs assessment in the flood 
affected woredas of Kalafo and Mustahil (Gode zone) and Charati and Hargele (Afder zone) of Somali Region. UNICEF and 
Save the Children UK have already prepositioned education relief materials to respond based on the assessment findings. Also 
in Somali, the REB and the Teacher Education College are working to include disaster risk reduction (DRR) and child 
development components in the school curriculum, as agreed during the Education Cluster’s disaster risk management (DRM) 
workshop conducted in November. In Gambella region, 276 desks and 40 blackboards were donated to schools in Akobo and 
Wantawo woredas (Nuer zone) benefiting 2,800 IDP students. Training is ongoing for 250 teachers from these woredas on basic 
pedagogy, DRR, psychosocial support and peace education. For more information 
contact:A.Kitchingman@savethechildren.org.uk 
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