
IOM and UNHCR Ministerials   
Held in Geneva 

During 5-9 December 2011, two important 
events were held in Geneva – International 
Organisation for Migration’s (IOM) Ministerial 
marking 60th anniversary of the organization 
and 100th meeting of its Council and the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees’ (UN-
HCR) Ministerial dedicated to the 60th anniver-
sary of the 1951 UN Convention for Refugees 
and 50th anniversary of the 1961 UN Conven-
tion on Reduction of Statelessness. The Minis-
ter of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Ac-
commodation and Refugees of Georgia, Koba 
Subeliani participated on behalf of the Govern-
ment of Georgia and delivered speeches at the 
both events.   

The high-level segment of IOM meeting 
enabled Member and Observer States to ad-
dress specific migration issues, challenges 
and opportunities as well as broader, forward-
looking recommendations for the future work 
of the Organization. The twenty-first century is 
destined to be, in sheer numbers, the era of the 
greatest human mobility in recorded history ac-
companied with number of challenges such as 
ageing populations and dramatically declining 
birth rates, amounting to longer-term negative 
population growth – compounded with expand-
ing population growth and surplus labour in the 
developing world.

During his statement, the Minister Koba 
Subeliani especially highlighted the fruitful co-
operation between IOM and Georgia throughout 
the years developed in the course of joint initia-
tives and joint responses to migration challeng-
es such as the Mobility Partnership, the Visa 
Facilitation, the Readmission Agreement, the 
“Eastern Partnership”. Georgia actively partici-
pates in the international migration debate and 
regional processes such as the “Prague Decla-
ration”, the “Budapest process, the Soderkoping 
process”, which greatly contribute to the integra-
tion of the country into the European family. He 
especially drew the attention to the following 
three directions of priority for Georgia, consider-
ing the migration management challenges that 
the country is facing at this stage: 1) Preventing 
illegal migration, 2) Assistance in Reintegration 
of Returning Georgian Nationals and 3) Migra-
tion and Development and spoke about the 

achievements and progress made in the three 
directions. As an example, the ongoing project 
“Targeted Initiative for Georgia” within the Min-
istry, funded by the EU and 9 Member States 
envisages inter alia support to the reintegration 
of the returning migrants. IOM plays important 
role in the project implementation. 

“Georgia will continue to cooperate strongly 
with International Organization for Migration in 
view of the growing prominence of migration 
issues that fall within the mandate of the Or-
ganization furthering its role as the specialized 
international agency on migration” – Mentioned 
Minister Subeliani in his statement.

The UNHCR ministerial meeting at the Pal-
ais des Nations in Geneva on 7 and 8 December 
2011 was the largest conference on refugees 
and stateless people in UNHCR’s history. The 
event was opened by the UN High Commission-
er for Refugees Antonio Guterres, who spoke 
about the activities to be implemented in second 
decade of the 21st century for the protection 
or rights of millions of forcefully displaced and 
stateless persons and called on states to look at 
ways to strengthen their own protection mecha-
nisms for the displaced and stateless. Repre-
sentatives from almost 150 countries were at-
tending, including US Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and about 70 other ministerial-
level government officials.

Sixty-two States presented written pledges 
in the run-up to the ministerial event, whereas 
numerous others, including Georgia, formulated 
pledges in their national statements or made 
joint pledges in association with others. 

In his speech, Minister Subeliani stated that 
given the continued efforts to enhance human 
rights protection in Georgia, its Government 
hereby pledges to ratify in the coming days the 
1954 Convention relating to the Status of State-
less Persons and to ensure the full implementa-
tion of its provisions in the Georgian legislation. 
Another important step forward is a new Law of 
Refugees and Humanitarian Statues adopted 
by the Parliament of Georgian on 9 December 
2011, in the spirit of the 1951 Convention and its 
1967 Protocol. Georgia pledges to fully imple-
ment the new law.  The Minister highlighted the 
fruitful cooperation developed through the years 
between the Georgian Authorities and UNHCR 
Georgia Office and noted that the Agency has 
played a pivotal role in assisting the government 
in responding to the dire humanitarian situation 
and addressing the needs of the IDPs and refu-
gees.
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In line with the action plan and state strat-
egy, and with the assistance of donors and 
partners, a total of 654 buildings in the capital 
city of Tbilisi and in the regions have been re-
habilitated and transferred into the ownership of 
22,000 IDP families, free of charge. Up to 5,000 
IDP families received monetary compensations 
for purchasing accommodation. Thirty-nine new 
IDP settlements were constructed by the Gov-
ernment with the contribution of the EU, the 
World Bank, German and Turkish governments, 
allowing up to 7,000 families to be resettled as 
early as the beginning of December 2008, only 4 
months after the war. In total, more than 90,000 
persons have already received durable housing 
solutions and have become the legal owners of 
the decent living spaces they reside in. 

“However, we are far from having resolved 
the displacement challenge facing Georgia or in 
fact, the world. Therefore, we have to strength-
en our engagement and commitment to fighting 
both the root-causes of displacement as well as 
the aftermath. In light of the above, we pledge 
our commitment to continue our efforts to ad-
dress the challenges of displacement and to 
protect and promote rights of individuals affect-
ed by displacement. The mission and work un-
dertaken by the High Commissioner himself and 
his office is appreciated, valued and admired. 
Once again, I thank the UNHCR for its unpar-
alleled commitment to the cause of the forcibly 
displaced.” – stated the Minister Subeliani 

In parallel to the above-mentioned events, 
the Minister Subeliani met with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees, Antonio Guterres. 
The Minister thanked the High Commissioner for 
all his support and programmes that are being 
implemented in support of the displaced popu-
lation in Georgia during the years. Mr. Guterres 
noted that for him the efforts undertaken by 
the Government of Georgia in providing IDPs 
and Refugees with dignifies living conditions is 
evident and UNHCR, within its capacities, will 

continue its support to Georgia to address the 
remaining problems and challenges. 

The Minister also had fruitful bi-lateral meet-
ings with the State Secretary of Swiss Confed-
eration, Mr. Peter Maurer and other officials of 
the Swiss Government, as well as with the US 
and Azerbaijan delegations. During the meet-
ings, the Minister discussed the undertaken ac-
tivities and future plans and remaining needs.  
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the internally displaced persons currently liv-
ing in dilapidated settlement “Cottage 1”. All 
35 cottages will be demolished and replaced 
with the new individual houses. The project 
will be implemented with financial assistance 
of the Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC).

All houses will be equipped with bath-
room and living room, which includes the 
kitchen, also the bedrooms according to the 
number of family members (e.g.: House for 
1-2 persons has 1 bedroom, house for 2-4 
persons has 2 bedrooms and house for 5-6 
persons has 3 bedrooms accordingly).

As the Minister of IDPs from the Occu-
pied Territories, Accommodation and Refu-
gees of Georgia Koba Subeliani noted, IDPs 
will move to their new houses in the forth-
coming autumn. 

The Ambassador noted that this is a very 
important project, which will provide 35 dis-

Improvement of living conditions of IDPs 
and durable housing solution process contin-
ues. In line with the IDP State Strategy Action 
Plan, 214 IDP families (706 IDPs) will live in 
better conditions. 

IDPs were relocated from the Tbilisi I 
Clinical Hospital (former Aramiantsi building), 
the Seismological Observatory; №9 Hospital, 
the former dance school and other dilapidat-
ing buildings to new, fully rehabilitated build-
ings. With the assistance of the State, IDPs 
were provided with apartments in Samgori 
district, Gldani-Nadzaladevi district, Tbilisi 
and Rustavi City. The buildings are fully re-
habilitated, new roof and communication 
systems were made, new metal-plastic doors 
and windows were installed and other related 
activities were implemented. 

IDP resettlement and other logistical ac-
tivities, as well as transportation of their fur-
niture and personal belongings were imple-
mented with the assistance of the Ministry of 
IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Accom-
modation and Refugees of Georgia.

Eka Bukhaia, an IDP from Abkhazia – 
“You can imagine the dire conditions we used 
to live in hospital  - no water-sanitation, no 
bathroom and kitchen. We had one room for 
living and it smelled with medicines. In addi-
tion to our harsh living conditions, the build-
ing was collapsing, third category of damage. 
The Minister visited us and promised to re-
locate us to better building and he kept his 
words. We are extremely happy.” 

Improvement of living conditions for IDPs 
and their relocation to dignified conditions 
continues. 

35 families to Live in Newly
Constructed Individual Houses

The Swiss Ambassador to Georgia, H.E. 
Guenther Baechler (on behalf of the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation) 
and the Minister Koba Subeliani Signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding, which en-
visages the construction of individual houses 
for the IDPs.

According to the Memorandum “Provid-
ing IDPs living in Tskaltubo Settlement with 
Durable Housing Conditions” – 35 IDP fami-
lies will receive individual houses. These are 

placed families with durable housing. “The 
cottages where the IDP families live were 
built in 1995 and now they are in a very bad 
condition. In September 2012, these families 
will move to the new houses” - noted the Am-
bassador.

The process of providing durable hous-
ing to the IDPs continues and gradually all 
IDP families will receive dignified living con-
ditions.
treatment of IDP Children funded 

by Georgian Parish 

With the blessings of Metropolitan of 
Western Europe Father Abraham’s, with fi-
nancial support of the Georgian parish, 10 
IDP children received emergency medical 
treatment. The Minister Koba Subeliani, Fa-
ther Andria Latsabadze and the parish rep-

resentatives met the parents of IDP children, 
who suffer from oncologic disease, spinal 
problems and other serious forms of illness.  

The parish of Western Europe organized 
a charity concert in the St. Nino church’s par-
ish, in Florence, Italy. The ensemble “Rustavi” 
and emigrants living in Italy participated in the 
concert. The parish decided to help Georgian 
IDPs and vulnerable people with the raised 
money. The money will be used for surgery 
and treatment of IDP children in the most se-
vere conditions. Some complex surgeries will 
be financed by the support of the State and 
the parish will cover the costs, which follows 
the operation.

With the support of the Metropolitan of 
Western Europe and the parish IDP, children 
have already been assisted several times 
and similar charity actions will be continued 
in the future also.

From the Collapsing Buildings to the new 
rehaBilitated apartments
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RESTORATION AND IMPROVEMENT OF
AGRICULTURE BASED LIVELIHOODS AND

FOOD SECURITY FOR NEW IDP SETTL
MENTS AND RETURNEES IN THE AREA A

jACENT TO SOUTH OSSETIA

Food and Agriculture Organization United Nations (FAO) 
has been working in Georgia for well over a decade now. For 
the past three years it has largely focused its initiatives on 
helping to address needs of the conflict-affected population 
for access to food and income. The project focuses on 
supporting vulnerable households in IDP settlements and 
returnee villages through tailored interventions, with inputs for 
the restoration/establishment of agricultural production and 
the improvement of irrigation water sources and supply. 

The project was prepared based on the detailed assessment 
of the target settlements and builds on the experiences from 
the FAO emergency projects in Shida Kartli. In total he project 
targeted 31 settlements and 24 villages along the border 
with grant support and made available cost sharing support 
to virtually all IDPs from the 2008 conflict. Participatory 
assessments were conducted in all targeted IDP settlements 
tackling (1) Availability of land and possibilities for horticultural 
production (2) Possibilities for livestock production and (3) 
Availability and need for irrigation and water harvesting.

Among other interventions FAO helped to improve supply 
and use of water supply for irrigation. A total of 312 beneficiaries 
in IDP settlements were provided with equipment for rain 
water harvesting and storing. Drainage and irrigation canals 
in five settlements in were cleaned and new head works for 
irrigation canals and transit waterways were installed in two 
settlements. Four irrigation systems (4 diesel pumps and 6 
km of buried PE pressurized systems) established the four 
targeted communities (three locations in the Areas Adjacent 
to South Ossetia and in one IDP settlement). Local authorities 
were trained in assembly, use, operation and maintenance of 
the donated equipment. 45 shallow wells were established 
in four IDP settlements, meeting the technical and irrigation 
water needs. A pump and distribution system connects each 
house to the water supply.

In addition, beneficiaries received preselected livelihood 
packages in support to their food production. Construction 
materials for animal housing and feed were also provided. 
A total of 2,664 beneficiary households were supported with 
animal production packages poultry, beehives, small ruminant 
packages, rabbits and pigs. Special attention was devoted 
to selection of breeds suitable for the target locations, to the 
productivity and condition of the animals. 

Through its cost-sharing component FAO supported more 

international projeCts
than 1,800 households with 50% participation in agriculture 
related investments in the IDP settlements and the most conflict 
affected villages, in proximity to South Ossetia. The purpose is 
to mobilize the IDP communities to invest in their livelihoods. 
At the same time the project aims to provide support to the 
population whose livelihood assets (livestock, orchards etc.) 
were lost during the conflict. Participants were awarded with up 
to $500 for matching or higher contribution. 

At the same time, the project invests in establishment of 
storage facilities in IDP settlements where notable agricultural 
production was achieved. 24 households in three settlements 
were supported with individual and joint produce storages. 

FAO pays a special attention to improvement of the 
knowledge of the beneficiaries and the introduction of improved 
practices of livestock production. Beneficiaries are provided 
with informational materials (brochures, DCs) vocational and 
video trainings, and field trips.  

To build on current success and lessons learned, FAO will 
soon start to implement a follow up project, Support for achieving 
sustainable livelihoods through agricultural cost shared 
investments in IDP settlements and constraint returnee areas in 
Georgia. It aims to further enhance the length (2 years) and the 
scope of the established cost-sharing approach, by additionally 
supporting cost shared support for investments in small business 
type of initiatives in and related to agricultural production, 
support for employment generation through investment in 
agricultural production and agriculture-related activities for IDPs 
on cost shared/cost recovery basis and support for linking with 
and strengthening of Farmer Organizations (FO), Commodity 
Groups (CG) and clusters. 
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How is the IDP status Granted?
Application about receiving of 

IDP status should be submitted to the 
Ministry of Internally Displaced Per-
sons from the Occupied Territories, 
Accommodation and Refugees of 
Georgia and/or its regional offices by 
parent(s). The following documents 
should be submitted to the Ministry of 
Internally Displaced Persons from the 
Occupied Territories, Accommodation 
and Refugees of Georgia and/or its re

Frequently asked questions
gional offices: child’s birth cer-

tificate; parent(s’) IDP card and 
parent(s’) written consent about 
granting their child the IDP status. 
In the case when parent(s) are IDP 
status seekers and through applica-
tion they ask for granting IDP status 
for their child, issue about grant-
ing parent(s) with IDP status will be 
discussed together with issue about 
granting child with IDP status.

Development of 
Partnership in the field of 

Migration

On 27-28 April 2009, at Prague 
Ministerial, Georgia signed the 
Declaration about “Develop-
ment of Partnership in Field of 
Migration”, which envisages 
the development of coopera-
tion between European Union 
and Eastern Europe countries 
in the issues related to illegal 
migration prevention and legal 
migration support.
On 2-5 November, 2011, Koba 
Subeliani, Minister of Internally 
Displaced Persons from the 
Occupied Territories, Accom-
modation and Refugees of 
Georgia participated in Poznan 
Ministerial, in Poland, where 
2012 – 2016 Action Plan of 
implementation of above men-
tioned declaration was signed. 
Action Plan envisages cooper-
ation in following issues:

• Fight against illegal migration;

• Support of readmission and 
reintegration;

• Support of legal migration and 
mobility regarding labor migra-
tion;

•Using of migration and mobil-
ity for country development;

• Integration of legal migrants 
living in countries of destina-
tion;

• Strengthening the rights of 
Refugees and Asylum Seek-
ers;

Announcement

International summer school in forced 
Migration 2-20 July 2012

applications for the International summer school in 
forced Migration 2012 are now being accepted. The sum-
mer school is aimed at mid-career or senior policy makers and 
practitioners involved with humanitarian assistance and policy 
making for forced migrants. Participants typically include host 
government officials, intergovernmental and non-governmen-
tal agency personnel engaged in planning, administering and coordinating assistance. Now in its 
23rd year, the three-week course combines the very best of Oxford University’s academic excel-
lence with a stimulating and participatory method of critical learning.
The summer school aims to foster a culture of the reflective practitioner while also practicing and 
developing skills useful in the workplace. The course takes an active learning approach to the 
transfer of knowledge. Participants engage in reflection–analysis–synthesis–teamwork, via critical 
engagement with lectures, readings, case studies, interactive exercises and the sharing of insights 
and experiences. Each participant is allocated to a tutor group, sometimes working in these small 
groups, at other times in larger groups. 
Lecturers, tutors and seminar leaders are drawn both from the Refugee Studies Centre and from 
outside institutions. They include research staff, academics and professionals from a number of 
disciplines and practices, including anthropology, politics, law, psychology, international relations, 
and social development. 
All teaching and instructional materials are in English. In 2012 the dates are 2–20 july.
In 2012 the summer school will be held at Wadham College and the Oxford Department of Interna-
tional Development. 
The fee for 2012 is £3,220. Pay by 31 March to qualify for a reduced fee of £3,050. The fee covers 
19 nights’ bed-and-breakfast accommodation and all weekday lunches; all tuition; all course materi-
als, including reading materials; and a range of social activities. Evening and weekend meals are 
not included in the course fees.
Applicants should have as a minimum:

• experience in working with, or on issues related to, refugees or other forced migrants

• a first degree

• proficiency in the English language. As a guide, foreign-language English speakers should be 
able to obtain a score of 7.00 in ELTS/IELTS or 570 in TOEFL.

 You can apply online, or by fax/post. Please apply online or download the application form from 
http://www.rsc.ox.ac.uk/study/international-summer-school and send the completed application to 
the address above or by email to: summer.school@qeh.ox.ac.uk. All applications are reviewed by 
a selection committee. The closing date for applications is 1 March 2012 for applicants requesting 
a bursary through the RSC, 1 May 2012 for all other applicants.

Applicants from number of countries including Georgia are eligible for a bursary which fully (includ-
ing travel) or partly covers summer school costs. Applicants requesting bursary should indicate it 
in the application.


