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HIGHLIGHTS 

 Voluntary and spontaneous repatriation of Ivorian refugees from Liberia continues in Western Cote 
d’Ivoire. 

 African Union (AU) delegation visited Duékoué, West of Côte d'Ivoire.  

 Tripartite agreement signed in Lomé between Ivorian and Togolese Governments and the United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR).  

 Voluntary return of internally displaced people from the Duekoue Catholic Church to their areas of 
origin. 

 World Food Program (WFP) published the findings of the post-distribution survey carried out from 14 
to 21 October among 240 beneficiaries in 20 villages along the Liberian border (Toulépleu, Zouan-
Hounien and Bin-Houyé).  

 Child Protection Cluster in collaboration with Save the Children and UNICEF published 
The Vulnerabilities, Violence and Serious violations of Child Rights report. 

 The Special Representative of the UN Secretary General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Mrs. Margot 
Wallström on a six day visit to Côte d'Ivoire.  

I. GENERAL CONTEXT                                               
 
No major incident has been reported in November except for the clashes that broke out on 1 November 
between ethnic Guéré people and a group of dozos (traditional hunters). The incident followed the 
assassination of a dozo in Tahoubly Gaé village located between Baé Sébon and Grand Pin, in the 
prefecture of Bangolo (Western Côte d'Ivoire) where the dozos burned down two encampments in a 
retaliation attack, causing the inhabitants to flee. UNOCI troops and members of the Republican Forces of 
Côte d'Ivoire intervened to restore order. In addition, tensions were reported between the FRCI Commander 
of Toulépleu and young returnees from Liberia, thus making cooperation between the youths and the 
Commander difficult. During the same month, cases of armed robbery were reported in Youpougon and 
Adjamé neighbourhoods of Abidjan.  
 
The socio-political and economic situation is marked by a relative stability. On Monday, 21 November, 2011, 
the Independent Electoral Commission (CEI) of Côte d'Ivoire published the final list of 964 eligible candidates 
for the 11 December legislative elections. The list did not include candidates from the Front Populaire Ivoirien 
(FPI), the party of former President Laurent Gbagbo which officially decided to boycott the elections on 19 
November.  
 
Despite this stability, significant humanitarian needs remain to be met in most parts of the country, especially 
in the West where access to basic infrastructure and services such as health, drinking water and education is 
often limited for tens of thousands of people who remain displaced and to where a significant number of 
people are returning to rebuild their lives. 
 
October was also marked by the voluntary return of 1,052 internally displaced persons, i.e. 299 families as 
part of the assisted return programme targeting displaced persons from the Catholic Church in Duékoué to 
their villages of origin. To this end, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in collaboration with 
humanitarian actors and local authorities organized four convoys between 16 and 29 November. Coupled 
with these returns were other spontaneous and organized returns of Ivorian refugees from Liberia. The 
organized returns were facilitated by UNHCR within the framework of the tripartite agreement governing the 
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the repatriation of Ivorian refugees from Liberia, signed on 24 August between the UN agency and the 
Governments of Côte d'Ivoire and Liberia. 
 
 
Compared to October, the Camp Coordination and Camp Management Cluster and its partners have noted a 
slight decrease in the number of internally displaced people during November. The number has decreased 
from 17,193 people in early November to 16,064 people on 29 November, i.e. a decrease by 1,129 people.  
Displaced people in host families and communities are still estimated at about 169,486 people, as no 
additional census has been carried out. 
 
 
November also saw the signing of a tripartite agreement between the Governments of Côte d'Ivoire and 
Togo and UNHCR during the brief visit of President Alassane Ouattara to Lomé on 15 November. 
 
Finally, the Special Representative of the UN Secretary General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Mrs. Margot 
Wallström, visited Côte d'Ivoire between 21 and 26 November. 

II.   MOVEMENTS OF POPULATIONS

1. DISPLACEMENT 

As at 30 November, according to the CCCM Cluster, the number of IDPs in sites is estimated at 16,064 
people in 33 sites compared to 35 in October throughout the country.  IDPs in host families and communities 
are still estimated at 169,486 people. The western region (Moyen Cavally) hosts 65 percent of IDPs living in 
sites.  
 
Compared to statistics released in early November, the number of internally displaced people in sites has 
slightly decreased from 17,193 to 16,064 people as at 30 November, i.e. a decrease by 1,129 people. The 
decrease is mainly due the following factors: 

 Four voluntary return convoys organized were organized between 16 and 29 November by the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) in collaboration with other humanitarian actors and 
local authorities, at the Catholic Church in Duékoué, (Western Côte d'Ivoire) 

 Two sites closed down in Aboisso, in the eastern part of the country, due to voluntary departure of 
IDPs 

 
Evolution of IDPs in sites and by region (source: CCCM Cluster, 30 November 2011) 
 

 
 
As for the internally displaced persons registered in host families and communities, their number remains 
unchanged in the absence of a new head count. They are still estimated at 169,486. As at 30 November, the 
total number of IDPs throughout the country is 185,762 people vs. 186,679 people in early November, i.e. a 
decrease by 1,129 people. 
 



November 2011                Côte d’Ivoire Monthly Bulletin | 4 

 

www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  
Celebrating 20 years of coordinated humanitarian action 

 
Currently, 13 sites are under threat of eviction, including eight (8) sites in the Lagunes region, one (1) in 
Aboisso, Sud Comoé region and three (3) sites in the Moyen Cavally.  6,049 IDPs, i.e. 1,751 families are 
concerned by this threat of eviction. 
  
 
2. RETURN 
Despite organized and massive spontaneous returns of internally displaced persons, no updated data is 
available. As at 13 October, 422,055 people had returned home. Obstacles to return include: 
  

- Loss of property requiring assistance to return (return kit), 
- Insecurity at the habitual places of residence; 
- Lack of information on the availability of assistance and the presence of humanitarian actors. 

 
Concerning the Ivorian refugees in neighboring countries, there were 163,666 people on 29 November, 
including 138,164 people in Liberia compared to 181,997 people on 24 October, including 156,724 in 
Liberia, i.e. 18,331 people lower, representing a 10 percent decrease in the total number of 24 October. 
 
 
Table of Ivorian refugees as at 29 November (source: UNHCR) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ivorian refugees in West Africa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Country Guinea 
Burkina 

Faso 
Mali Ghana Togo Benin Niger Senegal 

Guinea- 
Bissau 

Nigeria Gambia 
Sierra 
Leone 

Refugees/ 
Asylum 
seekers 

2 480 120 972 
15 

948 
5110 370 96 58 78 114 94 62 

Liberia The total number of the Ivorian refugees in Liberia is: 138,164 

Between 1 and 4 November, UNHCR has facilitated 
the voluntary repatriation of 307 Ivorian refugees from 
Liberia. In addition, UNHCR continues to monitor 
spontaneous returns at official and unofficial entry 
points along the border with Liberia. Since November 
2, UNHCR has recorded 6,346 spontaneous returns, 
primarily at the official entry points. Main departments 
of destination include Bloléquin,  Toulépleu  and  
Zouan Hounien. 
 
Overall, more than 130,000 Ivorian refugees in 
Liberia have returned to Côte d’Ivoire. The reasons 
given by refugees for these returns are: 

- Elections in Liberia ; 
- School year; 
- Harvest season 
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III.  HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE AND NEEDS

Camp Coordination/Camp Management (CCCM)
Activities of the CCCM cluster  
 
Return of internally displaced people (IDPs) and closure of collective centers and/or camps in the Lagunes 
Region  
The return of internally displaced people to their homes in the Lagunes region is being organized. To this 
end, teams have been constituted by the CCCM cluster to conduct an awareness campaign. The schedule of 
the visits and the message to be disseminated were submitted to the Task Force comprising Government 
and humanitarian actors. An interagency team will be responsible for monitoring the awareness campaign 
with key messages to be disseminated. 
 
IDP voluntary return operations in the Montagnes and Moyen Cavally regions 
A local task force made up of humanitarian actors and local authorities was set up in the West to coordinate 
and supervise IDP voluntary return operations in the region. 
 
IOM in collaboration with other humanitarian actors and local authorities organized, between 16 and 29 

November, four voluntary return convoys of 1,052 people, i.e. 299 families from the Catholic Church in 

Duékoué, in the Western part of the country. Following the collection of information on intentions of return by 

IDPs living at the  Duekoue Catholic Church site, IOM has registered 316 families, i.e. 1,308 IDPs wishing to 

go back home. Each of the returning families has received a kit of non-food items including, blankets, 

cooking kits, jerry cans, insecticide treated mosquito nets, soaps, buckets, synthetic mats, pieces of loincloth 

for women (provided by NGO Première Urgence and IOM) and a one month food ration provided by WFP. 

To monitor the condition of returnees, IOM as part of the CCCM cluster has set up a tool for data collection 

on the assisted returns to ensure adequate follow up. The tool, known as the "Return Tracking Matrix" is 

already in operation in the field, particularly in Duékoué during the recent IDP repatriation organized by IOM 

and its partners. 

 

IOM held a meeting on 25 November with its partners in preparation for the closure of the site of Duekoué 

Catholic Church and its rehabilitation. 

 
Activities of CCCM member agencies in charge of site management  

 
OIM 

- Sensitization of IDPs to return home 
- Organization of a general consultation with IDPs via the general hospital of Guiglo and the mobile 

clinic 

- Sensitization of IDPs on concepts of peace and good cohabitation 
- Monitoring and maintenance of health facilities and waste disposal 
- Confirmation of intention to voluntarily return home 
- Organization of IDPs return convoys 
- Birth declaration of children born since November 2010 
- Sensitization of IDPs on HIV/AIDS 

 
ASA (Association Secours Afrique) 

- Replication of the training on the GBV in camps on 18 November  
- HIV/AIDS training carried out between 22 and 24 November  
- Closure of certain sites, including the EPM Church in Aboisso and Hôtel NANOU in Maféré on 15 

November following the departure of IDPs to host families. 
 

CARITAS Abidjan 
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- Sensitization on social cohesion in all their sites 
- Overhauling of GBV and HIV/AIDS committees in sites 
- Profiling of IDPs in the Synacass-CI site 
- Updating of the registration of IDPs wishing to return to the site 
- Resumption of activities of  camp management committee  

 
ASAPSU (Association de Soutien à l’Autopromotion Sanitaire Urbaine) 

- Gender focused group activities in progress in sites 
- Plans are underway for the construction of latrines and showers at the site of the Assemblies of God  

in Gbagba 
- Lack of electricity at the site of the Assemblies of God in Gbagba et Beaux arts  
- 2 showers and 2 latrines in brick are completed at the Harriste site. 
- Training the hygiene and sanitation focus group at the Harriste site. 

 
MESAD (Mouvement pour l’Education, la Santé et le Développement) 

- School children profiling  
-  Advocacy to the local authorities of Jacqueville (educational, administrative) to integrate school 

children into the school curriculum. 
 
 
Moreover, as part of the preparation of the Consolidated Appeal called CAP 2012 for Côte d'Ivoire, CCCM 
cluster partners have submitted several projects. 

Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 

OXFAM completed its last distribution of WASH kits which ultimately reached 6,125 households in the 
department of Bloléquin. OXFAM will share with Cluster members a document describing its field 
experience, a management report and the databases developed as part of its activities. The NGO 
officially ended its operations in Côte d'Ivoire on 15 November. However, an agreement was reached 
between UNICEF and IOM to continue with WASH activities following the withdrawal OXFAM at the 
Nazareth Church site in Guiglo. 
 
Similarly, Action Contre la Faim (ACF) and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) have 
started a minor rehabilitation (closing and decontamination) of latrines at the Duékoué Catholic Church 
people are gradually moving out from the site. 

 
IRC continues to provide WASH assistance in 20 villages in Biankouma, 20 villages in Mankono and 20 
villages in Séguéla. In addition, IRC provides WASH package assistance to 30 villages in the department of 
Bangolo. In Nahibly IDP camp, IRC continues to provide water trucking services and has distributed 39 cubic 
metres of water, chlorinated 2 wells built by IDPs and distributed of 7,270 water purification tablets for the 
treatment of 36,350 liters of water in the camp. 

As part of its WASH project in 30 villages in the departments of Danané and Zouan Hounien, Save the 
Children has completed a Knowledge, Attitude and Practice (KAP) survey. The survey revealed that 22 
percent of the target population has access to drinking water; 84 percent of the population resort to open 
defecation while only 2 percent of people surveyed wash their hands with soap at critical moments. The 
NGO had noted significant returns of populations in this area (80 percent). 
 
Following the identification of villages and pumps, UNICEF's partners under the CERF 2 funded WASH 
project (Danish Refugee Council, SOLIDARITES, CARITAS, Association de Soutien à l'autopromotion 
Sanitaire Urbaine) have finalized the troubleshooting of 200 hand pumps and reactivated 100 water point 
management committees to supply water to 102,000 returnees in the Moyen Cavally region. 

 

 

Education 

Activities carried out at the national level 
Between 8 and 11 November, a delegation from Côte d'Ivoire (UNICEF, UNOCI, Save the Children, Ministry 
of Education) took part in a general round table organized by the Global Coalition to Protect Education from 
attack, to share experience with 15 countries on the prevention, protection and response measures of 
educational systems in face of attacks against school infrastructures and educational personnel. Back home 
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in Côte d'Ivoire, the delegation has asked the Minister of Education to take a stand on limiting the use of 
school premises for political activities during the legislative elections in Côte d'Ivoire. 
 

Between 14 and 24 November, the Education Cluster launched an evaluation of the effectiveness of the 
2011-2012 school year throughout the country.  9,799 primary schools will be evaluated in this regard. The 
evaluation form includes questionnaires on the effective opening date of schools for the year 2011-2012, the 
number of classes open and functional in June 2011 at the reopening of schools after the crisis, the number 
of classes currently open, the current number of pupils, the number of displaced pupils, the number of 
teachers to be recruited and the current number of teachers at their posts. After the evaluation, a report will 

be produced and shared at the end of November.  
  
 

The Coordinators of the Education Cluster (UNICEF and Save the Children) met a delegation from the Head 
Office of the “Agence française de Développment” (AFD) during its visit to Côte d'Ivoire to share information 
on the priorities of the Education sector within a post-crisis context. The discussions particularly focused on 
activities of the Education Cluster during the crisis, community-based school rehabilitations, teacher training, 
community-based school management, and education for peace and tolerance. 

Field Activities 
 
At the Nahibly site, the International Rescue Committee (IRC) organized a training session for the staff of the 
"children-friendly" space on children's rights, psychosocial care and treatment and child welfare activities. 
UNICEF is supporting the installation of eight semi-temporary shelters in the Nahibly school compound to 
increase its reception capacities, as the number of children in school-age has reached 1,285. 
 
During the meeting of the Education sub-cluster held on 9 November in Toulépleu, a special emphasis was 
placed on the 2011-2012 school year. In practice, 53 primary schools in the area are to reopen and 
between 8,000 and 11,000 school children are expected to enroll during the new school year.  
 
In Guiglo, as part of the efforts to support the reopening of schools, equipment including 318 boxes of school 
supplies, 530 boxes of exercise books and 15,900 schoolbags were distributed within the Regional 
Directorate of National Education (DREN) of Guiglo. 
 
In Man and Danané, Save the Children has rehabilitated two primary schools in the DREN of Man and six 
non-formal education centers in the District Directorate of National Education of Danané. 
 
 
The Norwegian Refugees Council (NRC) has organized a training workshop of 40 volunteer teachers 
operating remedial classes. 
 
The Western sub-cluster also reports an upsurge of physical aggression against teachers in the DREN of 
Man. These cases will be monitored and reported by the Education Cluster, in collaboration with UNOCI. 
 
In the Bas Sassandra region, the “Back to School” campaign was officially launched by 
the Ministry of Education in San Pedro on 29 November. UNCIEF supported the training of 1,440 teachers in 
psychological support, raising the number of trained teachers to 3500, i.e. 73 percent of the target. 
 
Also, in San Pedro (Bas Sassandra) and Man (West), UNICEF in collaboration with CARITAS has started 
the distribution of school kits, as part of the ” Back to School” campaign: 15 pre-school and 10 primary 
schools have received ECD kits and school kits benefiting approximately 450 pupils aged between 3 and 5 
years and 2,500 primary school children.  

 
In the East, Save the Children continues the distribution of school and recreational kits to teachers in the 
DRENs of Bouaké 1 and Katiola. As at 18 November, 2,670 kits were distributed in these areas. 
In Korhogo (North), Save the Children donated school furniture to two primary schools, including 204 pupil 
desks, 12 teacher desks, 12 teacher chairs, 2 office desks and two office chairs. This furniture will 
improve the working conditions of children and teachers. Distribution of school equipment will continue 
over the coming weeks throughout the country. 
 
 
2011/2012 School year 
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In the West, the reopening of schools has been described as “ineffective”. Reports show that teachers did 
not mobilize themselves, stating that they are waiting for the “official” launching of the school year by the 
Ministry of Education. In Guiglo and Man, 358 schools (including Bloléquin and Toulépleu) and 156 schools 
respectively in the DREN will benefit from the “Back to school” program of the United Nations International 
Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) and will receive equipment. Bridging classes will remain in place in 
Toulépleu and will operate simultaneously with the normal school cycle in Bloléquin, Duékoué and Guiglo.  
 
School attendance rate in the country is still low after the official resumption of classes on 24 October. No 
figures were available. Nevertheless, the resumption rate is gradually increasing since the payment of civil 
servants' salaries in October. Registration in secondary schools has been slightly compromised by the new 
online registration system. However, registration is gradually resuming. The wearing of school uniforms was 
not cited as an obstacle. Radio stations in the country regularly broadcast messages on the “return to 
school” initiative to encourage children to go back to school. 

 
The Education Cluster has been monitoring the effectiveness of the 2011/2012 school year that began on 24 
October. However, several obstacles have been encountered during data collection, particularly the 
redeployment of staff at the Regional Departments of National Education (DREN): five regional directors 
have retained their posts, three have been transferred to other DRENs, and 26 new directors have been 
appointed. In addition, the decree signed by the Minister of Education created seven additional DRENs, thus 
increasing their number from 27 to 34. 

Protection

Between 25 November and 10 December, sixteen days of activism against violence against women were 
celebrated and came to a peak with the International Day for the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women. The activism campaign was launched by the Minister of Women, Family and Child.  Protection 
Cluster members leveraged the advocacy effort to break the silence around violence against women. The 
theme for this year's campaign is from peace at home to peace in the world: challenging militarism and 
putting an end to violence against women. 
 
The data harmonized by the Gender Based Violence (GBV) Sub-Cluster for the January- October 2011 
period registered 211 cases of GBV, including 39 cases of sexual assault, representing a prevalence of 18 
percent for all reported cases. During October, routine data collection was centralized by 18 VBG platforms 
and two hospitals assisted by MSF. It was reinforced with reports submitted by the social centers in the ten 
municipalities of Abidjan which were centralized by IRC. The increase in GBV cases does not therefore 
mean that there is a resurgence of the phenomenon, but rather an improvement in the data collection 
system. 
 
According to an analysis of trends conducted in October, the Moyen Cavally and Montagnes regions are the 
most vulnerable to GBV. They are most at risk and should be considered as priorities for adequate 
humanitarian response. In Duékoué and Bangolo, the prevalence of sexual assault accounts for 50 percent 
of reported cases. This remains a concern for GBV actors. In the district of Abidjan, the most serious 
violations are reported in less secure areas of the city. 
 
In the Bas Sassandra, the situation seems to be more widespread and less related to the humanitarian 
consequences of the post-election crisis than during the previous months. In the Tabou area, in particular, 
sexual assault against minors is common practice. They are reinforced by cultural factors related to the belief 
that having sex with a minor is an antidote for sexually transmitted infections and HIV. More than 60 percent 
of sexual assault victims assisted by the Dutch MSF are minors aged between 10 and 16. All alleged 
perpetrators are civilians, often relatives or family members. For example, out of 19 cases of sexual assault 
identified in September, only 5 cases have received medical care and treatment and the alleged offenders 
are often close relatives. Consequently, fear of reprisal and the high cost of procuring the medical certificate 
prevent the victims from taking any action.  MSF calls for the reinforcement of GBV activities in the area of 
Tabou, South-west, considered as notorious for this phenomenon. It is reported that there is no care and 
treatment for GBV victims. 
 
Overall, in the intervention areas of IRC, only 33 percent of sexual assault survivors have access to medical 
care within 72 hours, indication a lack of response, especially in priority areas. Poor information about 
available services within communities, lack of confidentiality and quality service in most affected areas 
aggravate the risk of GBV and limit the detection and assistance to victims. Armed men, although less 
involved as perpetrators, were cited in the report, especially in less secure areas of the country where social 
cohesion is problematic 
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Advocacy Efforts in  the Departments of Bloléquin and Toulépleu: the urgent deployment of gendarmes and 
police officers in the departments of Toulépleu and Bloléquin, as more people  return to the area 
seems more than necessary. 
 
The Dialogue, Truth and Reconciliation Commission (CDVR), in partnership with the United Nations High 
Commission for Human Rights and UNOCI, held a training seminar from 16 – 18 November on the 
challenges of transitional justice. The purpose of the seminar was to share the experience of other countries, 
good practices, and best practices. It was also an opportunity to provide members and staff of the 
Commission with knowledge they need to accomplish their mission. 
 
The Staff of the Republican Forces of Côte d'Ivoire (FRCI) in collaboration with members of national and 
international civil society as well as UN organizations (Protection Cluster members and observers, including 
UNOCI and the International Committee of the Red Cross), held a training seminar from 16 to 18 November. 
The training seminar focused on human rights and the international humanitarian law including HIV/AIDS as 
a cross-cutting issue. The seminar was chaired by General Youssouf Bakayoko, Chief of Staff of the FRCI 
and co-chaired by OCHA Head of Office, and was intended to build the capacities of FRCI elements and 
gendarmes. 
 
The Special Representative of the UN Secretary General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Mrs. Margot 
Wallström, visited Côte d'Ivoire from 21 to 26 November 2011. She met the authorities, the humanitarian 
community and the members of the civil society in Abidjan, Duékoué in the West and Bouaké in the Centre 
of the country. Mrs. Wallström was accompanied by the Special Representative of the Secretary General, 
Mr. Albert Gerald Koenders to Duékoué and Bouaké where they had a working session with the local 
authorities, UN troops in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI), UN agencies, representatives of women and youth 
organizations, as well as victims of sexual abuses.  
 
Mrs. Wallström told UN troops that “women have undergone the worst atrocities during the post-electoral 
crisis and they are afraid that this happens again during the upcoming legislative elections. Their hope is on 
you, they will come to you because they trust you. Make their security your priority”. In Abidjan, the Special 
Representative of the Secretary General took part in the commemorative ceremony of the UN Security 
Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security. During the ceremony, she pointed out that “Sexual 
violence is not a fatality. It must be punished by the law”. She added that “Sexual violence is efficient, quiet, 
inexpensive, and has become a weapon of choice for many armed groups”. 
 
 
Noting that Ivorian women and girls fear a repetition of the horrors of the post-electoral crisis, 
Mrs. Wallström also invited the Peacekeepers to commit themselves to the protection of women against the 
risk of sexual violence. In turn, the Special Representative of Secretary General in Côte d'Ivoire requested 
the Peacekeepers to meet with the women and key VGB stakeholders to develop local protection plans. 
 
 
Gender Based Violence Sub-Cluster 
A positive development in the fight against impunity in the West has been noted by the GBV sub-cluster: 
Reports indicate that the Duekoue platform has witnessed the arrest of a group of dozos who allegedly 
committed collective rapes. The victims have reportedly lodged a complaint with the support of elements of 
the Republican Forces of Côte d'Ivoire (FRCI). 
 
Advocacy: GBV actors are worried by the situation of drinking water in the Nahibly camp, especially in this 
period where displaced people from the Catholic Church site are being transferred to Nahibly. Also, they are 
concerned about the lack of men-only and women-only latrines, but also by the lack of water supply points, 
which factors are associated with GBV. 
 
 
Abidjan 
On Tuesday 22 November, the inaugural meeting of the local coordination platform for the fight against GBV 
was held at the social center of Abobo. Many actors within the sector, including the technical services of the 
National Committee for the Fight against Violence made to Women and Children and the members of the 
Protection Cluster took part in meeting. 
 
Child Protection Sub-Cluster  
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The Child Protection Sub-Cluster, with the support of Save the Children and UNICEF, published on 
Wednesday 23 November the report titled Vulnerabilities, violence and serious violations of children's rights. 
The report highlights the impact of the post-electoral crisis on child protection in Côte d'Ivoire. It consolidates 
1,121 cases of violation of women and children's rights reported between November 2010 and September 
2011, with 643 cases involving children. The 643 cases of violation of children's rights include: 
 

 Sex-specific violations which especially involve children aged under 15 years: two-thirds (67 percent) 

of children victim of rights violations are girls (432) and 23 percent are boys (149); 

 Rights violations directly associated with the conflict: based on the dates of the reported incident. 

The violations have been observed to come to a peak at specific moments of the massive 

confrontations usually around December, January, February, March and April 2011. The 

correlations are particularly eloquent for case of rapes and for the Lagunes region; 

 Children's rights violations and offenders: the offender is known for 333 cases, i.e. 52 percent of the 

cases, a complaint has been lodged for 98 cases, i.e. 15.5 percent of the cases, the offender has 

been prosecuted for 52 cases, i.e. 8 percent of the cases. The rate of impunity remains high in all 

regions, for example in the Moyen Cavally where only 6 percent of cases resulted in the prosecution 

of the presumed offender. 

 238 cases of serious violations of children's rights by armed men  were reported (37 percent), with 

112 of such cases being committed in the Lagunes region and 50 in the Moyen Cavally; 

 73 percent of children victim of violations had received care and treatment at the moment of 

reporting: less than half of the children victims of rape (45.6 percent) have received medical care 

and treatment within 72 hours. Figures vary according to the region: in the Lagunes region, two-

thirds of the victims have not received care and treatment and in the Vallée du Bandama, 92 

percent of the children victims of rights violations have received care and treatment; 

 Approximately 90 percent of cases reported in only 6 regions: these include regions where risks of 

protection are structural in origin but are worsened by the post-electoral conflict. 

  The Child Protection Sub-cluster has also supported the training of FRCI elements and police 

officers on humanitarian law and human rights, with a specific module on “Child protection”. It was 

organized by the Army staff in collaboration with the Protection Cluster. 60 officers have been 

trained so far under this initiative. 

Health 

From 16 to 8 November 2011, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) held a seminar on war 
surgery. On the whole, 20 surgeons were trained by a team of specialists from ICRC Geneva. Moreover, 
ICRC has rehabilitated the general hospitals of Bloléquin, Toulépleu and two health centers of Bloléquin and 
also supplied equipment. Also, CICR has rehabilitated the rural dispensary of Sahibly, located in the health 
district of Toulépleu.  
 
A team of NGO Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA), comprising four psychologists from the 
University Of Loma Linda United States, travelled to the West to train health workers to provide mental 
health care and treatment in Duékoué and Toulépleu.  
 
In Toulépleu, the vaccination coverage of the 6

th
 round of the polio vaccination campaign was 95.8 percent 

as against 80 percent during the 5
th
 round. The International Federation of the Red Cross and the Red 

Crescent (FICR) continues its hygiene and health support activities in the department. 
 
With the support of WHO, UNICEF, Lion's club, Rotary, Save the Children and MSF Holland, the Ministry of 
Health and the Fight against AIDS organized an integrated campaign against measles and poliomyelitis from 
The campaign took place between 24 and 30 November 2011 .On the whole, 6,157,777 children aged 
between 9 - 59 months were targeted to be vaccinated throughout the country. 
 
Save The Children, with the support of WHO, continues its mobile clinic activities in the health districts of 
Bloléquin, Duékoué, Guiglo and Toulépleu, in the West of the country, as well as medical assistance for the 
return of internally displaced people, in collaboration with IOM. In this regard, 54 community health workers 
have been trained in Man and Kouibly. 
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MSF Holland has supported the hospital of Port Bouet with drugs and has trained medical staff to provide 
care and treatment to cases of cholera. 
 
NGO Afrique Secours et Assistance (ASA) continues to provide care and treatment for cases of mental 
health among displaced people in Abidjan and to train their medical staff on care and treatment for rape 
survivors. NGO Igor Solidarité continues to support returnees and repatriated people in the West.  

 
Nutrition 
In the Moyen Cavally, Montagnes and Zanzan regions, ACF, Save the Children, HKI and MSF-France, with 
the support of UNICEF and the National Nutrition Program (PNN), have continued to provide care and 
treatment for severe acute malnutrition. WFP with the support of its implementing partners has supported the 
provision of nutritional care and treatment for acute and moderate malnourished children, malnourished 
pregnant and nursing women and people living with HIV in the western, north-western and northern regions.  
 
Several partners have extended their care and treatment activities, including Save the Children (district of 
Kouibly and Man) and UNICEF and WFP (jointly in the Denguelé-Bafing regions). All partners have carried 
out community mobilization, testing, referral and promotion of essential nutrition practices. HKI and UNICEF 
have also supported the Vitamin A supplementation and de-worming campaign.  
 
As part of capacity-building activities, Save the Children conducted a series of trainings for community health 
workers, in the health districts of Man and Kouibly, on acute malnutrition detection and nutritional 
sensitization. Capacity-building activities targeting healthcare providers have also been carried out in the 
districts of Danané and Zouan Hounien with the support of ACF. WFP has organized a training session on 
the use of Plumpy Supplementary for 25 healthcare providers in the Moyen Cavally, Montagnes and 
Denguelé regions. HKI has started a nutritional survey as part of the evaluation of its project to support 

nutritional care and treatment in the districts of Bouna, Nassian and Boudoukou in the Zanzan region.   

 
Concerning returnees, Caritas and ACF are jointly conducting testing and referral of acute malnutrition cases 
in return areas. UNICEF provided arm-bands to the transit site in Toulepleu for measurement of the brachial 
perimeter. The national NGO OIDSP has increased the frequency of its nutritional surveillance and 
malnutrition detection activities in returnee villages. In Duékoué, the health center of Carrefour has started 

nutritional care and treatment activities with the support of Save the Children.   

 
The National Nutrition Cluster, represented by UNICEF and PNN, took part in a training session on cluster 
coordination from 21 – 25 November in Dakar. The training, which gathered members of nutrition clusters 
from Niger, Chad, DRC, RCA and Côte d'Ivoire, enabled to build the capacities of the participants to facilitate 
effective humanitarian response in the area of nutrition.  
 
PNN, with the support of UNICEF and WHO, organized a training session on 30 November for appraisers as 
part of the baby-friendly hospital initiative (IHAB). The purpose of the initiative is to promote and to support 
breastfeeding in hospitals. 5 hospitals will be assessed in Abidjan with a view to their obtaining the IHAB 
label. 
 
The nutritional situation in November has remained relatively stable with certain partners noting a slight 
reduction in admissions to acute malnutrition care and treatment facilities. However, there is a resurgence of 
Kwashiorkor cases at the therapeutic nutrition unit (UNT) at the regional hospital of Man. The partners also 
report a rise in the abandonment of healthcare services at health facilities. Since the beginning of the year, 
11,814 severely malnourished children have received care and treatment at health facilities with the support 
of the partners, in collaboration with PNN. 
 

Food Security   
From 14 to 21 October, the World Food Program (WFP) conducted a post-distribution monitoring survey 
among 240 beneficiaries. The survey took place in 20 villages near the Liberian border (Toulépleu, Zouan-
Hounien and Bin-Houyé). Besides the verification of reports on the existence of food smuggling between 
Liberia and Côte d'Ivoire (and conversely), the study was also intended to take stock of the food security 
status of the beneficiaries, make a forecast analysis taking into account the factors that limit access to food 
and the intentions of return of people still living in Liberia. Following are the findings of the survey:   

 There is cross-border food trade between Côte d'Ivoire and Liberia. however, the involved quantities 
are too negligible to suggest that there is an organized food trafficking network between the two 
countries; 
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 Only 57 percent of the surveyed households have acceptable food consumption. The situation has 
worsened compared to July 2011, where 80 percent of the people surveyed had acceptable food 
consumption. In such conditions, an interruption of food distributions will immediately deteriorate the 
food situation of households that depend on food aid; 

 Food assistance will still be necessary to improve access to food by households that could not 
cultivate food crops and/or take care of their coffee or cocoa plantations. Indeed, in both areas, only 
40 percent of the surveyed households have been able to take care of their coffee or cocoa 
plantations, the two main cash crops in the area; 

 Two factors could encourage more refugees in Liberia to return to Côte d'Ivoire: improvement of the 
sociopolitical situation in Côte d'Ivoire and/or deterioration of the political environment in Liberia. If 
these intentions of return are confirmed, most candidates for repatriation could return between 
October and December 2011. 

 

The intentions of return expressed by the surveyed households are largely dependent on the political, 
security and economic context. Consequently, they may rapidly change if the context becomes favorable or 
unfavorable.  At the time of the survey, 34 percent of surveyed households were unable to provide accurate 
information on their intentions of return by their close relatives still living in Liberia. 5 percent of the 
households have indicated that their close relatives living in Liberia were not planning to permanently return 
for the moment. For most households (61 percent), their relatives in Liberia may return in the next months.  

The two main reasons that could encourage these people to return are the improvement of the sociopolitical 
situation in Côte d'Ivoire (49 percent) or a deterioration of the political environment in Liberia (31 percent). If 
such were the case, October, November and December 2011 could be the periods chosen by repatriation 
candidates (43 percent), as other surveyed households did not provide any information on the dates of return 
(44 percent). 
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UNMET NEEDS 

Education  
Several reports by the Western sub-cluster indicate that certain children, particularly returnee children, do not 
have access to school due to lack of school uniform. Others are also reportedly excluded because they did 
not provide any birth certificate. The Education Cluster has been advocating to the authorities sincer several 
weeks to facilitate access for all children, both girls and boys, to quality education in this post-crisis period. 
 
Protection 
 
Gender Based Violence Sub-cluster 
The French Red Cross has recently commenced operations in Toulépleu where its main activity will be to 
provide care and treatment for cases of sexual violence. However, it is confronted with many constraints, 
particularly the availability of post-rape kits in sufficient quantities and the absence of civil servants at the 
social center which does not allow for operations at full capacity. An advocacy effort is being conducted to 
accelerate the redeployment of civil servants in the area.   
 
Bas Sassandra  
MSF calls for the reinforcement of GBV activities in the area of Tabou, South-west, considered as notorious 
for this phenomenon. It is reported that there is no care and treatment for GBV victims. For example, out of 
19 cases of rape identified in September, only 5 cases have received medical care and treatment and the 
alleged offenders who often are close relatives of the victims. Consequently, fear of reprisal and the cost of 
the medical certificate prevent the victims from taking any action.  

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

The evaluation of priority needs in the sites according to the population shows that 100 percent of IDPs in the 
sites of Daloa (Haut-Sassandra) and Aboisso (Sud Comoé) have expressed a need for healthcare.  On the 
other hand, 100 percent of the populations in the sites of Danané (Montagnes) and Jacqueville (Lagunes-
Abidjan) have mentioned food as their first need. In other sites, the populations have expressed varied 
needs. In Abidjan (Lagunes), the trend is higher for water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), followed by 
health, return and protection in smaller proportions. In Duékoué, Moyen-Cavally region, most important 
needs include WASH and relocation. In Guiglo, needs include registration, WASH, food and return 
assistance in order of importance. 

Health 

MSF France continues to provide care and treatment to patients at the hospital of Duékoué, in the West of 
the country, where access to blood products becomes increasingly difficult. Due to lack of blood, 11 deaths, 
including five children below the age of 5 years have been recorded. Two women also died from hemorrhage 
after childbirth. The national blood transfusion center in Daloa, which supplies the entire Western region, is 
facing serious equipment procurement problems and a lack of voluntary blood donors.  
 
Two first-contact health facilities remain closed in the health district of Toulépleu. Consequently, 
approximately 13,000 people have no access to care. 

Nutrition  

There remain significant needs to be covered in the area of nutrition as the activities of community care and 
treatment for acute malnutrition and prevention activities have low national coverage and remain very poorly 
integrated in the minimum package of health activities. In certain affected regions, there is total lack of care 
and treatment for malnutrition, particularly in the Bas Sassandra and Haut Sassandra regions. The results of 
nutritional survey show that many pockets of acute malnutrition persist in many parts of the country. 
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For further information, please contact: 
Mr. Max Hadorn, Head of Office OCHA-Côte d'Ivoire, hadorn@un.org, tel. +225 46 01 91 10 

Mr. Carlos Geha, Deputy Head of Office OCHA-Côte d'Ivoire, gehac@un.org, tel. +225 46 01 91 11 
Mr. Ansoumane Kourouma, HAO-Reporting Officer, kouroumaa@un.org, tel. +225 46 01 91 30 

 
For further information on the humanitarian response in Côte d’Ivoire, see: http://ivorycoast.humanitarianresponse.info 

.reliefweb.int. 
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