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Objective 

 

 

This update provides information on the protection environment in Somalia, including apparent 

violations of international Human Rights and Humanitarian Law as reported during the last two weeks 

through the IASC Somalia Protection Cluster monitoring systems. Incidents mentioned in this report are 

not exhaustive. They are intended to highlight credible reports in order to inform and prompt 

programming and advocacy initiatives by the humanitarian community and national authorities. 

 

General Overview 

 
While an estimated 250,000 people continue to be at risk of starvation in Somalia1, a recent report 
published by Refugees International (RI) confirms that insecurity and protection in the IDP camps 
continues to threaten IDPs and aid workers in southern regions. The report highlights the fact that 
particularly women and children continue to face protection violations such as rape, trafficking, and 
abuse, while looting of humanitarian aid, movement restrictions on IDPs, increased unconventional 
warfare, and kidnapping of aid workers continue preventing the delivery of vital aid supplies. These 
factors, as well as Al Shabaab’s banning of 16 aid agencies from operating in the areas under its 
control,2 raise concern that the humanitarian situation in the areas under the control of Al Shabaab may 
deteriorate, and possibly plunge back into a state of famine.3  
 
Military tensions continued to build up during the reporting period as air strikes hit Garbahaarey and 
Baardheere districts of Gedo region and Afmadow district of Lower Juba region. In Mogadishu, 
increased unconventional warfare continued, demonstrated by the recent increased numbers of 
Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs), and suicide attacks.  As a result of a number of factors emerging 
in Al Shabaab controlled areas, as well as within Mogadishu, PMT reports show a decline in the number 
of movements of IDPs in Somalia with just over 2,000 movements during first two weeks of December. 
These factors include, but are not limited to, increased checkpoints and restrictions on movement 
imposed on returnees from Al Shabaab controlled areas, levying of tax on mini-bus drivers and 
intimidation and arrests of businessmen who wish to return. Furthermore, intensified fighting in the 
southern regions has prevented many from moving out of these regions.4 In Mogadishu, PMT reports 
indicate that lack of livelihood, sanitation and shelter, hidden IEDs and sporadic fighting, as well as 
‘arbitrary’ arrests of alleged Al Shabaab suspects by the TFG security forces, have made people 
reluctant to return to their area of origin.5  

During the reporting period, two accidental outbreaks of fire were reported in Bossasso, Bari region and 
Gaalkacyo, Mudug region in the semi-autonomous region of Puntland, resulting in a number of 
casualties. In Bossasso a fire broke out in Furshada market destroying large clothing, gold, and currency 
exchange sections of the market,6 while in Gaalkacyo a fire broke out in Bulo Control IDP settlement. 
The fire destroyed 17 tents and six huts in one section of Bulo Control IDP settlement and claimed the 
life of a three year old girl. The latter accident was caused when a child was playing with fire close to 
his shelter. 
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MOGADISHU (BANADIR) 

 

Over the past two weeks, a suicide attack
7
, and upsurge in IED explosions

8
 and the resumption of heavy 

fighting between AMISOM and Al Shabaab forces in Dayniile, Karaan and Heliwa districts,
9
 resulted in 

at least 30 casualties.
10

 On 6 November a sucide attack was carried out by Al Shabaab in Mogadishu, 

killing at least two civilians.
11

 This was the second major suicide attacks carried out by Al Shabaab 

since its retreat from Mogadishu on 6 August
12

. The increasing violence in the capital continues to 

create anxiety among the civilian population and hampers their ability to move. 
 

• Three people were killed, and one injured when a suicide bomber detonated a car 
full of explosives near to the K4 junction in Wadajir district.13 (7 December)  

 

• Three IDPs were shot dead and two others were injured by a TFG soldier, when 
they apparently attempted to loot food aid in Tarbuunka Junction IDP settlement 
in Hodan district. The distribution resumed after the situation calmed down and 

the perpetrator was arrested. Since the beginning of November 2011, PMN and other sources have 
reported two other similar cases of civilians killed during food distributions. 14 (7 December) 

 

• Three civilians were reportedly killed in cross fire when heavy fighting erupted between Al 
Shabaab fighters and AMISOM forces in Shalemo Wayel, Wahar Ade and Jamuriya villages of 
Karaan district.15 (6 December) 

 

• A 24 year old man was injured by a stray bullet at Zobbe area of Wadajir district by unknown 
militia. He was referred to the Medina Hospital. The perpetrator escaped.16 (4 December)  

 
NORTH-WEST (AWDAL, WOQOOYI GALBEED & TOGDHEER) 

 

As per previous weeks, incidents of SGBV violations were reported in North-western regions of 

Somaliland. The PMN has recorded over 300 cases of sexual violence, including rape, attempted rape, 

sexual harassment and sexual exploitation and abuse in North-western regions since January 2011. 

 

• A 25 year old IDP woman was raped by an unidentified man in 15 May IDP camp in 

Burco district of Togdheer region while sleeping in her makeshift shelter. The survivor 

was referred for medical examination. The perpetrator escaped.17 (7 December) 

• A man who had made an unmarried 16 year old girl pregnant attempted to kill her 

after she refused to have an abortion.   The man escaped and the girl was admitted to a hospital in 

Borama district, Awdal region 18 (3 December) 

SOOL & SANAAG 

 

The mediation committee responsible for addressing the clan conflict between Muse Ismail and 

Dhulbahante sub-clans presented its judgment during a public ceremony and stated that any clan 

responsible for a revenge killing in the future would have to pay a fine of 20,000 USD. The committee 

further declared that compensation of between 100 and 160 camels per individual killed would be 

payable to relatives of the victims within the next six months following the judgment.
 19
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NORTH-EAST (MUDUG, NUGAAL & BARI) 

 
A major fire incident occurred in Puntland during the reporting period in Bulo Control IDP settlement 

in Gaalkacyo, Mudug region.  23 IDP families were displaced as a result of the fire.   

 

Following the Puntland parliament’s rejection last week of the law prohibiting all forms of FGM in 

Puntland, local NGOs in collaboration with UNHCR supported a community round table discussion on 

the banning all forms of FGM. An advocacy strategy was developed by the participants focusing on 

awareness raising at all levels targeting youth, women, religious leaders and elders, IDP 

representatives. 

 

• 23 families were displaced, a three year old girl died and one other person was 
injured when a fire broke out in Bulo Control IDP settlement in Gaalkacyo, 
Mudug region. The IDPs received food, shelter and NFI assistance through a 
number of humanitarian agencies including WFP, UNHCR, COOPI and NRC. 
20(9 December) 

 

• A religious scholar from the Leylkase clan was assassinated by unidentified 
gunmen near his home in Biyo Kulule village of Bossasso, Bari region. The motive for the killing 
is unknown.21(5 December) 

 

LOWER & MIDDLE SHABELLE (SHABELLE HOOSE & DHEXE) 

 

Violations of human rights law committed by Al Shabaab including summary and extrajudicial 

executions, cruel and inhuman treatment such as public floggings and arbitrary arrest remain a major 

protection concern in Middle and Lower Juba.  
 

• A 15 year old girl received 100 lashes in public in Afgooye district of Lower 

Shabelle region by Al Shabaab for having married a man of her choice without her 

parents consent.  The marriage was subsequently declared illegal.22 (6 December) 

• Twenty civilians accused of stirring up a clan conflict in Baarow Wayne village of 

Jowhar district, Middle Shabelle region, were arrested by Al Shabaab. The clan 

conflict claimed the lives of three people, including the District Commissioner.23 (5 November) 

BAY, BAKOOL & GEDO & GEDO 

 

As military operations continued in Gedo region, unidentified military aircraft were reported to have 

conducted aerial strikes in Baardheere district of Gedo region. Violations of human rights law 

committed by Al Shabaab including summary and extrajudicial executions, cruel and inhuman treatment 

such as public floggings, arbitrary and illegal arrests were reported in Bay, Bakool and Gedo regions. 

Cases of child recruitment were also reported in Bakool region. 

 

• 14 children between ages of 12 and 17 were forcefully recruited by Al Shabaab in 

Tayeeglow district of Bakool region.24 (12 December) 
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• Three men were arrested and detained by Al Shabaab in Tayeeglow district of Bakool region for 

chewing Khat.25 (9 December) 

• Unknown aircraft strike Baardheere district of Gedo region, killing at least three civilians and 

injuring one person.26 (8 December)  

• Five persons were reportedly killed and an unknown number of others injured after two 
unidentified military aircraft conducted an air strike in Ceel Cadde village of Garbahaarey 
district of Gedo.27 ( 8 December) 

 

•  The Al Shabaab administration in Buurdhuubo district of Gedo region publicly executed two 
persons accused of spying for the TFG and the Kenyan Forces.28 (4 December)  

 

• A man who had been convicted of rape was sentenced by an Al Shabaab court and received 100 
lashes in public.29 (5 December) 

 

LOWER & MIDDLE JUBA (JUBA HOOSE & DHEXE) 

 

During the past week, a number of sources have reported incidents of forced child recruitment in 

schools by Al Shabaab in the town of Kismaayo, Lower Juba region.
30

 PMN data has recorded over 100 

victims of child recruitment mainly by Al Shabaab in Lower and Middle Juba since January 2011. 

Military activities continued in Lower Juba including aerial bombardment by unidentified military 

aircraft, as well as fighting between TFG and Al Shabaab forces in Hayo village of Afmadow district. 

While the number of civilian casualties is yet to be established, the intensified military activities have 

resulted in a number of displacements both within the region and to refugee camps in Kenya. According 

to one report, the movement of refugees into Kenya resumed during the past week, with roughly 200 

individuals crossing the border through the southern border town of Diif, Degelema and Dhadaja Bulla, 

compared to roughly 100 people crossing in November.
31

 Reports further indicate that refugees who 

tried to cross the border were harassed by the authorities.   

 

• An elderly man, accompanied by his wives and 12 children who were attempting 
to cross into Kenya refugee camps reported having been harassed, intimidated, 
severely beaten and forcefully returned twice by Al Shabaab checkpoint guards in 
Afmadow district of Lower Juba region. Despite the difficulties faced by the 
family, they finally managed to cross the border.32 (15 December) 

  

• At least 1,200 people arrived in Dhobley and Liboi border towns of Lower Juba 
regions, mainly due to insecurity in Baardheere district of Gedo region. Most of the IDPs 
reportedly got stuck at the Somali-Kenyan border and therefore decided to return to the original 
villages in Baardheere. 33 (12 December)  

 

• A woman was allegedly raped and then intimidated by three TFG soldiers in the Belet Hawa 
district of Gedo region.  The woman reported the incident to the local authorities; the case is 
currently under the investigation. 34(10 December)  
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• A 24 year old IDP woman living in Lafole IDP settlement in Kismaayo was accidentally shot by an 
Al Shabaab militia. She was apparently trying to escape from him as he was chastising her for 
wearing ‘light clothes’. The victim was referred to the hospital where she died.35 (8 December) 

 

• According to a report, Al Shabaab officers in Kismaayo, Lower Juba visited schools in the area and 
ordered teachers to encourage students to join the fight against the TFG and its supporters. The 
number of children who complied with the orders to join Al Shabaab is as yet unknown.36 (7 
December) 
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