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Myanmar risks reversing achievements in HIV prevention and harm reduction if a full 
implementation of the National Strategic Plan is under-supported 

Yangon, 6 December 2011 – Progressive achievements by the Government of Myanmar and the 
humanitarian community in Myanmar in the area of HIV prevention and harm reduction could be 
reversed if the National Strategic Plan cannot be fully implemented, according to participants at 
today’s Myanmar Partnership Group meeting, a monthly meeting attended by development 
experts, heads of missions and agencies, diplomats and aid workers. 
 
The Union Government of Myanmar and its partners are committed to implement the National 
Strategic Plan on HIV and AIDS 2011-2015. The plan aims to reduce new infections to less than 
half of the levels of 2010. It also calls for a massive scale up in the provision of treatment for 
people needing antiretroviral therapy which will reduce the number of people dying from AIDS 
related causes. A substantial reduction of parent to child transmission during pregnancy and after 
birth forms an integral part of the plan. The intervention recognizes the need to focus on the 
prevention of HIV transmission among sex workers and injecting drug users, men who have sex 
with men and sexual partners of those at immediate risk of HIV infection.  

“A full implementation of the plan will have the biggest impact on averting new infections,” 
noted   Dr Saw Lwin, Deputy Director General of Health of the Ministry of Health. 
 

 The 5 year plan has an estimated cost of US$340 million. At present, only a fraction of these 
funds have been secured. The funding situation has worsened by the recent cancellation of the 
Global Fund Round 11 Grant, for which Myanmar had planned to apply.  The present projection 
of available resources indicated that the scale up of ARV treatment may reach slightly over half 
the targets by 2015.  Programmes for the prevention of HIV are best funded at current levels, 
participants noted.  Harm reduction programmes may even drop from the levels of 2011, if 
current levels are not sustained. Currently Global Fund Round 9 grant is the sole major funding 
source for supporting AIDS Response in Myanmar. 

“Substantial additional resources need to be made available by all parties, as these will be 
investment for impact, and it can help to reach national and global targets set in the national 
strategy plan,” said Dr. Sun Gang, UNAIDS Country Coordinator. 
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