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CAMBODIA – Flood Season  
Situation Report #8 

Monday 5 December 2011 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 UN agencies in Cambodia continue implementation of activities funded  through the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) to food; water, sanitation and hygiene; agriculture; and shelter sectors. 

 Most flood waters have now receded in most of the 18 affected provinces. 

 The UN is preparing to transition from emergency response to early recovery mode, with UNDP preparing to 
lead the recovery phase from the UN side. 

 

II. SITUATION OVERVIEW 

 The last data intended to be collected from NCDM’s data of 28 October, which showed that: 

o 350,274 households (over 1.64 million people) were affected including 700,000 children and 51,594 
households were evacuated.  

o 18 out of 24 provinces in Cambodia have been affected with Kandal, Kampong Thom, Prey Veng and 
Kampong Cham the most badly-affected provinces. 

o There were 247 fatalities as a result of the floods. 

o 423,449 hectares of rice fields have been affected with 265,804 hectares reported as damaged. (With the 
total area of planted rice at 2,466,429 hectares, this represents 10.7 per cent of total crops destroyed). 

 Ongoing or planned assessments by UN and partners include assessments of food security and nutrition, 
agriculture, WASH, health, education, livelihoods, shelter, child protection and infrastructure (with  scope and 
scale of these varying from one sector to another). 

 The results of these assessments are shared among UN and partners, with emphasis on ensuring identified 
needs and gaps in provision can be cohesively addressed. 

 

III. HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND RESPONSE (Including CERF updates) 

Food – WFP  

 WFP has identified 6 partner NGOs to distribute food to approximately 20,000 households under the Relief and 

Recovery Programme ‘Food for Household Recovery’, with first distributions scheduled to begin in the second 

week of December 2011. Three monthly household-rations will be distributed between December and February 

2012 in 9 provinces (Banteay Meanchey, Battambang, Kampong Chhnang, Kampong Thom, Kratie, Prey Veng, 

Pursat, Siem Reap, and Svay Rieng). 
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 Under the Relief and Recovery Programme, WFP is also planning Food for Assets (FFA) activities between 

February-May 2012, covering 6 provinces and approximately 9,000 households with the Ministry of Rural 

Development. (Kampong Chhnang, Kampong Thom, Prey Veng, Pursat, Siem Reap, and Svay Rieng). Additionally 

a Call for Proposals has been issued for possible FFA activities through NGO partners. 

Agriculture – FAO 

 FAO, for the CERF project, is finalizing the targeting of the 10,000 food insecure farming families in Kampong 

Thom province. The targeting has been discussed with the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

representatives, the World Food Programme and the different partners involved in vegetable seed distributions. 

Once the targeting will be confirmed at commune and village level, the information will be shared to the 

partners. The project will distribute six varieties of vegetable seeds (cucumber, mung bean, water melon, 

mustard green, yard long bean and Chinese radish) together with hand tools (one hoe and a pair of watering 

cans). The quality of the vegetable seeds and the hand tools will be tested through an independent laboratory 

prior distribution to the farmers. Training will take place to ensure that improved vegetable cultivation 

techniques and vegetable gardening techniques are acquired by the beneficiaries.  

 FAO is currently assessing the floods damages to the agriculture sector as well as the livestock sector in several 

flood-affected provinces.  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) – UNICEF  

 UNICEF WASH has been working with 17 flood affected provinces, providing cash assistance and supplies. To 

date, WASH emergency flood supplies have been delivered to 12,071 affected families (reaching an estimated 

25,000 children) in 12 provinces, as well as to 136 schools. Additionally, UNICEF WASH provided 240,000 

aquatabs to Save the Children and is in discussions with CESVI and KHANA about supplying aquatabs to them, 

worked with other organizations including the Cambodian Red Cross, IMPACT Cambodia and CESVI on the 

distribution of supplies at the commune level. Over the past two weeks, eight additional truckloads of UNICEF 

relief supplies were delivered to six provinces. Main cargo deliveries include 6,051 jerry cans, 30,255 bars of 

soap, 327,500 aquatabs, 500 water filters, 6,100 hygiene/sanitation promotion leaflets and 1,224 bottles of 

chlorine for well chlorination. 

 UNICEF has supported assessments in four provinces - Kampong Thom, Siem Reap, Preah Vihear and Oddar 

Meanchey. Findings show that 153 wells require chlorination and 21 latrines in health centres and schools have 

been reported as damaged. A well chlorination orientation is being organised by Resource Development 

International, the Ministry of Rural Development and UNICEF. A number of NGOs have expressed an interest in 

attending. NGO coordination meetings are continuing at the provincial level to assist with the recovery phase of 

the emergency floods programme. 
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Health – WHO  

 MoH CamEWARN has identified increased Acute Diarrhoea cases in Banteay Meanchey, Kampong Chhnang and 
Kampong Thom provinces during the week of 23 to 29 November. WHO has been informed by MoH that the 
Rapid Response teams have been investigating these outbreaks.  
 

Shelter – IOM  

 Using CERF funds, IOM begins emergency shelter distributions to Svay Rieng Province on 2 December. 1400 

shelter packs will be delivered to households in 35 villages in the worst affected communes of Basak, Kampong 

Chamlong, Cham Bak, Kruos and Svay Thom in Svay Chroum district. Packs consist of a toolkit, rope, tarpaulin, 

bamboo poles and a clay oven.  

 Further 1800 shelter packs will be delivered in the province of Prey Veng in the week commencing 12 December 

in the districts of Peam Ro and Por Rieng, and another 1800 in the week commencing 19 December in Kampong 

Cham province districts of Sre Santhor and Kang Meas.  

 In Svay Rieng the Provincial Governor and Cambodia Red Cross are invited to join IOM at the distribution point 

and in Kampong Cham province, the Provincial Governor/Chairman of the Provincial Council of Disaster 

Management (PCDM) is expected to attend the distribution. 

 In all three provinces assessments will be conducted during the shelter package distribution. 

 In regard to planned shelter relief by other organizations, Habitat for Humanity has indicated a planned shelter 

project to assist 500 households in Siem Reap province.    

 Observations of the IOM team during visits to the provinces continue to show a growing need for shelter 
response. Interviews with villagers suggest a need for shelter materials for various purposes including shelter 
construction for livestock, and to protect dry season rice crops. 

 

Education – UNICEF 

 UNICEF has supported the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (MoEYS) through its Provincial Offices of 
Education (POEs) to conduct emergency school assessments, which have been completed in 12 provinces. Data 
has been consolidated for districts and provinces related to textbooks and teaching and learning materials. At 
the Education Joint Technical Working Group meeting involving Ministry leadership and development partners, 
held on 18 November, the floods and the impact on education was a major agenda item--the first time in a 
formal meeting. The Minister expressed concern about the floods and the impact on education and expressed 
gratitude to all development partners contributing to the response. The Ministry identified the Director General 
for Admin and Finance and the Director General for Education as the MoEYS focal persons to work with 
development partners and provincial education offices. Key findings from the assessment are as follows: 

- It is estimated that more than 120,000 textbooks (100,000 plus at the primary level and 20,000 plus at 
the secondary level) have been lost due to the floods, and that 428 teaching and learning kits are 
required to replace those lost. CERF funds are being used to replace 47,000 textbooks and 420 kits with 
teaching and learning materials.  
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- Damage to school furniture is substantial - almost 700 blackboards, 7,000 student desks and 900 teacher 
tables are damaged and need to be replaced. CERF funds will cover less than a third of these items. 

 Distribution of 420 teaching and learning kits to the districts has started. Distribution of textbooks will start next 
week. District education officers will distribute these materials at the school level. Save the Children are working 
with Provincial and District Offices of Education on an assessment of real teaching hours that were lost during 
the flooding, what the related lessons learned are and what recommendations can be given to compensate for 
the lost hours. All Temporary Learning Places that Save the Children supported during the flooding will be used 
as learning clubs for students with support from villagers.  
 

Child Protection – UNICEF  

 A joint child protection needs assessment by UNICEF, the National Committee for Disaster Management, Save 
the Children, World Vision and Friends International has been completed in the most severely affected areas 
(Kampong Thom, Kampong Cham, Kandal and Siem Reap). This has helped to determine the current situation of 
children and women in the most affected areas, with a focus on unaccompanied children and children in 
institutional settings, and to identify potential risks, protective measures and options for enhancing the 
protection of children in these areas. The main findings are as follows:  

- Children who were already vulnerable to violence, abuse and exploitation were more victimized during 
the flooding, including children with disabilities, children living with elderly relatives, children living with 
HIV, orphans, very young children, children living on the street, those experiencing family-based 
violence and children from very poor families.  

- Reports of separated and missing children or children sent away from their immediate families was 
lower than expected. Most children sent away appear to be staying with extended family. Only Kandal 
province reported instances of adults caring for large groups of children separated from their families 
and this was conducted by the pagoda or village and commune level officials.  

- Institutions accommodating children were reported to be affected by food insecurity, limited access to 
education, and lack of sanitation and hygiene, among others. Complementary data from the Ministry of 
Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation indicated that there are 75 residential care centres in 
the four affected provinces, accommodating 3,453 children (1,901 boys and 1,552 girls) who are in need 
of special care and protection during the coming period.  

- While difficult to ascertain, violence and exploitation are expected to have increased during this period, 
as in other comparable emergency situations.  

- Psycho-social stress in the form of being scared, anxious, withdrawn or experiencing nightmares, was 
reported among children in most provinces. This stress appears to have resulted from community 
upheaval and may also have been ‘inherited’ from the stress of parents and family members. Lack of 
access to education due to flooded, damaged and inaccessible schools is also linked to psycho-social 
stress in children, with some interviewees reporting that children were confused as to why they could 
not see their friends and play at school like normal.  

- There were reports of the movement of families who face extreme financial pressure due to failure of 
their crops. Migration puts children at risk and further impacts on children's access to education. There 
were also reports of children begging or selling flowers both in cities within Cambodia and the region. 
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Reconstruction & Rehabilitation – ADB  

 Emergency support for rice, canals, and roads. In terms of emergency response, ADB's President approved on 2 

November 2011 a grant of $3 million from the Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund (APDRF) to support the 

Government's efforts to respond quickly to the immediate humanitarian needs of the flooding and to lay the 

foundation for a full recovery. The funds will be used to address critical needs for: (i) rice seeds to enable 

affected households rapidly to replant destroyed rice fields; (ii) temporary repairs of irrigation canal 

embankments through provision of fuel and empty (sand) bags; and (iii) support affected families through food 

and cash for work schemes by undertaking emergency repairs to flood-damaged rural roads in order to restore 

connectivity of affected communities. This will quickly restore access to flood-affected areas for distribution of 

emergency assistance while providing jobs to the affected people.  

 Post flood rehabilitation and reconstruction. ADB will field a reconnaissance mission from 15-22 December to 

carry out the preparatory work for the proposed Emergency Flood Rehabilitation Project, focusing on the 

infrastructure damage assessment and validation exercise. The proposed scope of the project will be mainly on 

roads (national, provincial, rural) including bridges and culverts and irrigation. Networking with key 

development partners will be carried out, as will field visits. A follow up fact finding mission is planned for 

January 2012, with the project proposal tentatively to be submitted to ADB’s Board of Directors for 

consideration in March 2012.    

 Strengthening flood management. In terms of longer-term solutions to the current floods, which are expected to 

recur more frequently, ADB has raised the issue of flood management as an area where ADB could provide 

knowledge sharing support, in partnership with other development partners such as the Mekong River 

Commission. This could be led by the NCDM, and include flood data systems and flood early warning and 

response systems, including data management.  

 A UNDP mission from Bangkok will be in town from 14-15 December to introduce the methodology for early 
recovery needs assessment and to help the country office to plan for the start up of the UNDP early recovery 
preparatory assistance project. Assessment should be finalized by early February, with findings ready by April. 
 

IV. CONTACT 

Jean-Pierre deMargerie 
Chair, UN Disaster Management Team in Cambodia 
jean-pierre.deMargerie@wfp.org  

Casey McCarthy 
UN Communication and Advocacy Officer, UN Resident Coordinators Office 
casey.mccarthy@one.un.org  

 

DISCLAIMER: This document is a compilation of information gathered from various sources, including relevant UN 
agencies, NCDM, government, development partner and the media. 
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