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Key Points 
 On 3 November the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) re-entered Kurmuk in Blue Nile State. 
 UNCHR reports new wave of refugees crossing the border into Ethiopia from Blue Nile State. 

Some 33,000 Sudanese have crossed into Ethiopia since September 2011.  
 Following continued clashes between SAF and Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North 

(SPLM-N) in South Kordofan State, more civilians are reportedly fleeing into South Sudan. 
 The reconstruction of the Banton Bridge linking Abyei to Agok was completed this week. 

 

   

1. Blue Nile State 
 
Following clashes with the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N) the Sudanese Armed Forces 
(SAF) re-entered Kurmuk on 3 November. Reportedly, the inhabitants of Kurmuk fled the area before SAF 
entered. UNHCR reported a fresh wave of people crossing into Ethiopia from Blue Nile State. UNHCR Ethiopia is 
currently assisting 14,000 registered refugees from Blue Nile State and reports that there are some 19,500 
displaced people living with communities along the border areas. The estimated overall refugee population since 
September 2011 stands at just over 33,000. As a result, UNHCR Ethiopia has adjusted the planning figures for 
the Sudanese Refugee Emergency from 35,000 to 50,000. Meanwhile, IOM continues relocating refugees to 
Tongo refugee camp and Adimazin transit centre in Ethiopia. 
 
According to UNHCR a total of 1,317 people from the Blue Nile State have been registered at the Kosti way-
station, White Nile State, as of 31 October. 
 
In Ed Damazine, the UN reports additional restrictions have been imposed on the movement of UN vehicles into 
the state. Movement restrictions outside of Ed Damazine apply to all humanitarian partners including the 
government Water and Environmental Sanitation Department (WES) who have been prevented from carrying out 
necessary repairs on water points in peripheral areas due to these restrictions. While stocks of nutrition and 
WASH items in Ed Damazine remain in sufficient quantities, the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) and 
humanitarian partners report a drug shortfall in health facilities throughout the state.  
 
In the villages of Dindero and Dereng, WHO supported the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) with essential drugs 
and medical supplies to conduct mobile clinics, education activities, water chlorination, and hygiene promotion 
campaigns to conflict-affected populations. WES donated soap and hygiene kits while UNICEF donated high 
protein biscuits for children under five years.  
 
In Ed Damazine the WHO provided financial support to the Sudan National AIDS Programme (SNAP) to conduct 
five mobile voluntary counselling and testing (MVCT) sessions in Ed Damazine town. The sessions included HIV 
pre and post awareness sessions, HIV testing, and the distribution of condoms. A total of 247 people attended the 
sessions and 168 voluntarily took the HIV test. 
 
 
2. South Kordofan State 
 
The heavy fighting that began on 31 October between SAF and SPLM-N near Talodi continued throughout the 
reporting period. A steady influx of people from South Kordofan into Unity State in South Sudan has been 
reported by humanitarian organisations there at a rate of almost 400 people a day.  As of 31 October, the number 
of arrivals stood at over 20,000 people.  The current pace of arrivals and limited capacity on the ground have left 
humanitarian organisations struggling to address food, nutrition, water, sanitation and needs. No reports of civilian 
casualties have been received.  
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As a result of access restrictions, WHO has received only 61 reports from 104 sentinel sites during the reporting 
period. Of these reports, a total of 2,881 consultations with 1,961 malaria cases (68 per cent) and 652 cases (23 
per cent) acute respiratory infections cases. This is a higher number of cases than last week which stood at 2,598 
cases. Although no impending disease outbreaks have been reported, WHO is concerned about potential risks in 
areas of high IDP concentrations especially those with poor environmental and sanitation conditions. 
 
 
3. Abyei 
 
The reconstruction of the Banton Bridge, linking Abyei with Agok, was completed during the week.  The bridge is 
central to the potential return of displaced people from Agok and Warrap State to Abyei, and for the movement of 
humanitarian supplies. Nevertheless, humanitarian organisations report that people remain reluctant to return due 
to the continued presence of SAF forces in Abyei town. Having completed demining operations around the 
Banton Bridge, the United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) demining team are now starting 
demining activities in Todach town. Mine risk education presentations have been undertaken by the international 
NGO, Danish Demining Group, reaching about 4,600 people in Agok. 
 
After negotiations between UNISFA and SAF, 22 civilians who had been detained in Abyei since the beginning of 
the conflict were released on 30 October. UNISFA offered accommodation and support until flight arrangements 
are made to take them to the destinations of their choice in South Sudan. 
 
 
4. North-South population movements 
  
Kosti  
After the Eid holiday IOM plans to move 3,000 people (half of the targeted 6,000 people) in a convoy of barges 
from the Kosti way-station to South Sudan. For this movement IOM has introduced a luggage limit comparable to 
one small truck per family. To support this, the Government of South Sudan promised to provide eight extra 
luggage barges while the Government of Sudan promised to provide another four. As of 3 November, neither 
government had yet signed a contract with the barge company for these barges. 
 
As of 31 October, a total of 19,622 people have been registered at the Kosti way-station. This number, however, 
does not take into account the number of people already departed to South Sudan. Between July and September 
some 7,000 people left the way-station to South Sudan bringing the number of people currently at the way-station 
from 12,000 – 13,000. 
 
Returns by train  
On 28 October, two trains consisting of 20 passenger wagons and 44 luggage wagons departed Shagara train 
station, in Khartoum State bound to Awiel in South Sudan. According to IOM the trains departed with 1,443 
people on board, but as additional passengers board at various stations en route at least 3,000 passengers are 
expected when the train arrives in Aweil. The number of people on the initial manifest was less than that planned 
as excess luggage constitutes a major obstacle for returnees to board the trains.  
 
By 3 November, the trains arrived in Babanusa in South Kordofan where they joined a third train organised by the 
Government of South Sudan. The Government Security Committee carried checks on luggage wagons and 
conducted orientation sessions with Misseriya communities in the area to explain the nature of the movement and 
help diffuse potential tensions. All three trains were due to leave Babanusa under military escort 
 
  
5. Darfur                                                                          
 
The International NGO Tearfund distributed non-food items in response to the assessed needs of 500 newly 
arrived IDPs in El Neem camp in South Darfur.  WFP will provide the IDPs with emergency food rations pending 
approval from the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC). These people fled from the villages of Karoya and Ozban 
Doma in North Darfur following attacks by unknown gunmen in military fatigues early October 
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The Saudi Red Crescent Authority (SRCA) established an ophthalmic referral clinic in Abu Shouk IDP Camp in 
North Darfur.  The clinic will provide services on weekly basis and offer weekly optics surveillance for schools in 
the camp. The SRCA also handed over two health clinics in Sailae (15km northeast of El Fasher) and Al 
Tadamon to the State Ministry of Health to help reduce congestion at the El Fasher hospital. 
 
UNHCR conducted a return monitoring mission to Tine town and Gadir South, North Darfur, on the border of Dar 
Zaghawa and Chad. The returnees had originally fled the area at the beginning of the Darfur conflict in 2003, with 
the majority from Tine having fled to Chad and El Fasher while the people of Gadir fled to Chad. While in Chad, 
they settled in Kariari, Al Nabak, Touloum, and Mile refugee camps. Both the refugees and IDPs conducted 
regular ‘go and see visits’ to check on their property, land and the security situation and from 2007, returned every 
season to cultivate and harvest crops.  
 
Those interviewed indicated that they had returned voluntarily given the improved security situation and livelihood 
opportunities in Tine and Gadir. However, those registered as refugees in Chad indicated that they regularly cross 
the border to collect their food rations from the refugee camps. The returnees reported good relations between 
the people on both sides of the border, including nomadic population, and informed they shared land and pasture 
for livestock. UNHCR has provided the people of Tine and Gadir with non-food items while UNICEF is drilling 
boreholes for water. Support to the Tine rural hospital is being provided by the SMoH, WHO, UNICEF and 
UNFPA.  
 
In South Darfur, hygiene standards are a concern in the IDP camps in Kass town where some 82,000 IDPs are 
concentrated. A need for more frequent monitoring and education campaigns promoting hygiene standards has 
been identified. According to the SMoH, since January this year, 69 cases of acute jaundice syndrome have been 
reported in Kass alone. In light of these health issues WHO, in collaboration with the international NGO Care 
International Switzerland (CIS), have conducted a two-week health education and hygiene promotion workshop in 
25 IDP locations in Kass town targeting some 50,000 people.  
 
In North Darfur, UNICEF reported similar health concerns at Zamzam IDP Camp. A recent survey found that 95 
per cent of water points in Zamzam IDP Camp show some degree of contamination, which is attributed to 
decreasing water table levels in El Fasher combined with higher demand by the increased population size in the 
camp. This contamination poses health risks in the camp. UNICEF and WHO have deployed a team to consider 
solutions.  
 
The international NGO Cooperazione Internazionale (COOPI) has announced that they will expand their 
humanitarian operations into the Kutum locality, North Darfur, by opening two sub offices in Um Baru and Kutum 
in November working in the sectors of WASH and food security. The International NGO has been in North Darfur 
for the past four years and is working in the same sectors in Mellit, Umm Keddada, El Taweisha, and Malha 
localities.  
 
 
6. Humanitarian Financing 
 
The 2012 Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) policy paper was finalized and endorsed at the CHF Advisory 
Group on 1 November. The paper provides guidance on both the overarching priorities and sector priorities that 
will be considered for funding to address urgent humanitarian needs.  Based upon the 2012 Humanitarian Work 
Plan, priorities are tightly defined around the most urgent and critical humanitarian needs. CHF grant applicants 
will prepare submissions that address the priorities and must show they have the capacity to implement projects.  
 
 


