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Turkey · Van Earthquake       United Nations Office  

           of the Resident Coordinator 

Situation Report No. 8 
31 October 2011 
 
This report is produced by the Office of the UN Resident Coordinator in Turkey with inputs from the UN 
Country Team in Turkey and media reports. It covers the period from 30 October to 31 October, 2011. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS 
• The death toll as a consequence of the October 23 earthquake in Van Province has risen to 601 and 

the number of injured amounted to 4,152. The total number of people rescued under the rubble has 
amounted to 188.  

 
• Search and rescue (SAR) operations were completed in Van central district on 30 October, but 

operations continued in two collapsed buildings in Erciş district. 
 
• The national aid campaign launched by the Government has collected to date a total of US$ 

13.920.454,00 
 
 
 
 

II. Situation Overview 
 
According to the Turkish Prime Ministry Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency (AFAD), the 
death toll from the 23 October earthquake in southeast Turkey rose to 601 on 30 October, a day after 
authorities stopped searching for survivors. So far, the total number of people rescued by Urban Search 
and Rescue (USAR) teams has been 188.  
 
In Erciş, the town hit hardest by last week’s earthquake in Van province, media reported that some 
shops reopened on 30 October, electricity was switched back on in parts of town and one bank's ATM 
started working. 
 
İhsan Özçukurlu, chairman of the National Education Foundation (MEV), told the state-run Anatolia 
news agency on 31 October that 64 teachers were among the 600 people killed in the earthquake, with 
40 teachers still remaining unaccounted for. Media reports, citing rescue workers, noted that nearly 
one-third of the teachers were killed in Erciş when they had gathered at the multistory Buse café. 
 
The weather has remained chilly with light winds and temperatures varying from 7 degrees C in 
daytime to 0 degrees C at night.  
 
AFAD reported that to date, a total of 1.769 aftershocks have occurred in the affected area; 637 of 
those aftershocks with magnitudes between 2 and 3; 850 with magnitudes between 3 and 4; 108 with 
a magnitude of 4, and 57 shocks with magnitudes between 5 and 6. Authorities have strictly forbidden 
entry to damaged buildings.  Continued concerns after so many aftershocks have reportedly forced 
many locals to leave towards neighboring villages and accommodate with friends or relatives. 
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III. National Response 
 
Until further notice, all disaster and emergency centers of related Ministries remain on call 24/7.  
 
USAR operations were completed in Van central district on 30 October, however operations continued in 
two collapsed buildings in Erciş district. To date, search and rescue, medical and first aid personnel 
from 48 different provinces and 39 different institutions have been dispatched and deployed to the 
region by air and land. 37 Turkish Airlines aircrafts, 40 military planes and 18 special cargo airplanes 
have been involved in this ongoing operation. A transportation chain of 12 aircrafts (nine civil and three 
military) continued operating the airlift of tents and blankets to affected areas. 
 
Meanwhile, AFAD has sent a technical team of 20 experts to Van to facilitate the rescue and relief 
operations during the past week. In addition, 200 experts from various provinces were also deployed to 
start  preliminary damage assessment. 
 
According to AFAD, as of 12:00 on 31 October, the following resources have been deployed to 
emergency areas: 

o 4.446 search and rescue personnel; 
o 1.796 health personnel; 
o 18 search dogs;  
o 653 units of construction and rescue machinery;  
o 173 ambulances (includes 7 air ambulances);  
o 11 mobile hospitals; 
o 143 generators;  
o 77 reflectors; 
o 141 mobile toilets;  
o 44.164 tents (includes 9.436 tents through international assistance) 
o 109 general purpose tents; 
o 60 pre-fabricated houses; 
o 15 container houses 
o 2.310 Mevlana type prefabricated houses; 
o 165.531 blankets;  
o 1.179 duvets; 
o 37 mobile kitchens;  
o 3.051 kitchen sets;  
o 6.915 heaters;  
o 5.792 sleeping bags;  
o 1.000 folding beds; 
o 1 mobile oven. 

 
 
Shelter 
The Government has instructed TOKI (governmental construction agency) to build houses for the 
affected population in the shortest possible time. For temporary shelter purposes, containers are being 
manufactured and will be dispatched to the earthquake affected areas in the short run. Winterized tents 
are been used to provide shelter to the affected population in the meantime.  The Turkish Red Crescent 
Society (TRCS) jointly with Van Governorship are finalizing needs assessments in the affected areas to 
take stock of the current needs and move into transitional shelter as part of the next phase of the 
emergency. 
 
The Government has allocated 600.000 TL ($322.580,00) to the Batman Governorship for the repair 
and maintenance of  260 containers in its possession and delivered to the affected areas in Van. 
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Another 100 containers manufactured under the leadership of Kocaeli Governorship will be delivered to 
the affected area. 
 
Health 
The Ministry of Health (MoH) has continued with rapid public health assessment of the affected 
population living in camps and assessment on related services. 
 
In order to provide psycho-social and social support services, the Government has assigned sufficient 
and qualified staff to the Van Governorship. To that end, 30 field tents have been set up for the delivery 
of psycho-social and public services.  
 
WHO, UNICEF and IOM are coordinating tools with their related ministries for psychosocial support to 
the affected population. 
 
Food 
Food items have been sent by different sources, including from provinces neighboring Van. TRCS 
continues to distribute hot meals three times a day to the affected population. 
 
Water 
MoH has warned the earthquake stricken area people to drink only bottled water, as many cases of 
diarrhea have been detected among the affected population. 
 
Education 
Schools and the University remain closed until 14 November. UNICEF will join an assessment lead by 
the Ministry of National Education to Van on 2 November.  
 
Telecommunications 
A special hot line 184 has been put in place to provide prompt information to relatives of the injured 
victims. Telephone lines in the affected areas have also been restored. 
 
 
IV. International Assistance 
 
The Government of Turkey has called for international assistance only in terms of tents, prefabricated 
houses and containers. In that regard, TRCS will sign in the coming days a MoU with the EU for the 
provision of temporary shelter.   

Erzurum has been identified as the receiving hub of international assistance coming in by air. To that 
end, Erzurum Governorate has been assigned to coordinate and deliver the humanitarian assistance 
received for Van. For humanitarian assistance coming in by land, the Van Governorship has established 
Logistics Reception Centers. 

UNHCR has donated 4,000 tents, 50,000 blankets, and 10,000 bed mats, which have already been 
delivered to the Turkish Red Crescent. UNFPA has donated 250 tents and OCHA donated 400 tents to 
AFAD. The OCHA tents have been delivered on 27 and 28 October from its warehouse in Brindisi. IOM 
has donated $ 5,000 and is considering further assistance which the Government might require. 
 
MoH requested assistance/guidance to WHO and UNICEF on post traumatic stress disorders and joint 
needs assessments are planned to determine the specific needs. 
 
AFAD has reported that the following humanitarian assistance has been received as of 12:00 on 31 
October: 

Algeria: 900 tents 
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Armenia: 193 tents 
Austria: 32 tents and 16 heaters; 
Azerbaijan: Search and rescue team of 140 people, 1.250 tents, 700 mattresses, 40 
generators, 5,000 blankets, 40 kitchen utensils. 
Belgium: 400 tents  
Bulgaria: 200 tents, 800 blankets; 133 heaters; 
Denmark: 100 tents  
Egypt: 300 tents 
Estonia: 329 tents  
France: 490 tents 
Germany: 500 tents  
Ireland: 564 tents   
Israel: 5 prefabricated houses 
Italy: 200 tents 
Japan: 100 tents  
Kazakhstan: 60 tents, 300 blankets, 300 mattresses, 60 heaters 
Luxemburg: 360 tents  
Pakistan: 132 tents 
Qatar: 580 tents, 2,500 blankets 
Romania: 100 tents 
Russian Federation: 284 tents 
Saudi Arabia: $ 50 million 
Slovakia: 10 tents 
Slovenia: 2 tents 
Spain: 329 tents 
Sweden: 273 tents 
Switzerland: 200 tents, 800 blankets, 133 heaters 
Ukraine: 4 general purpose tents 
United Kingdom: 1,144 tents 

  

V. Funding 
 
The Government has allocated approximately $6.989.250,00 in Emergency Aid Allowance to the 
Governorship of Van, to respond to urgent needs. 
 
The national aid campaign launched by the Government has collected to date a total of $13.920.454,00 
 
As of 31 October, the total international humanitarian response for the Van earthquake amounted to 
$5.480.139,00 as reported by donor countries to FTS. For details please see link below: 
http://fts.unocha.org/reports/daily/ocha_R10c_C216_Y2011_asof___1110311422.pdf 
 

VI. Coordination 

Daily SitReps continue to be prepared by the Office of the RC based on available information from 
national sources and inputs from agencies.  The RC maintains close contact with UNCT and OCHA 
Regional Office and HQ to ensure effective and timely response of the UN system and relevance of the 
UN assistance to the Government. OCHA Regional Disaster Response Advisor (RDRA) from the Cairo 
Regional Office joined the UN Team in Turkey on 28 October to support the humanitarian efforts of the 
UN system in Turkey. 
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UNHCR, UNFPA, OCHA and IOM have already mobilized their relevant units to respond to the 
Government’s needs expeditiously.  

OCHA RDRA conducted on 31 October a meeting with interested agencies on CERF submission and 
requirements. Proposals should adhere to the actual needs identified by the Government and/or which 
the Governmetn of Turkey welcomes the specific assistance.  

A window on the UN Turkey’s website has been opened to record the “International Assistance to Van 
Earthquake” and serve information sharing purposes. Donors are requested to inform about their 
respective assistance to the UN RC Office at the following address: rco@un.org.tr . The information 
received will be consolidated and updated and shared with the donors and the UN system.  

Information Sites: 

Republic of Turkey Prime Ministry Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency, 
http://www.afad.gov.tr/Ingilizce_Site/index.html 

Turkish Red Crescent Society, http://www.kizilay.org.tr/english/index.php 

Ministry of Health, http://www.saglik.gov.tr/EN/ana-sayfa/2-0/20111024.html 

Ministry of Education, http://www.meb.gov.tr/english/indexeng.htm 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, http://www.mfa.gov.tr/default.en.mfa 

Republic of turkey Prime Ministry, http://www.basbakanlik.gov.tr/Forms/pMain.aspx 

 

VII. Contact 
 

Please contact:  

Mr. Shahid NAJAM, UN Resident Coordinator at shahid.najam@undp.org  and/or +90(532) 409- 5871 
Ms. Halide CAYLAN, UN Coordination Officer at halide.caylan@undp.org and/or +90(533) 486-6316 
Mr. Selim GIRAY, UN Coordination Assistant at selim.giray@undp.org and/or +90(533) 445-6691 
 
For media related issues: 
Mr. Ahmet PARLA, UNIC Information Officer at ahmet.parla@unic.org and/or +90(533)500-1497 
 
For security related issues: 
undss@un.org.tr  Land: +90 312 454 1100 Mobile: +90 533 922 2030/7774/7773 
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IX. Maps/Geographical Location 
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