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Myanmar• Flash Flood in Myanmar 
Situation Report No. 1 

24 October 2011  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Myanmar 
Country Office. It covers the period from 20-24 October 2011. The next report will be issued depending on 
availability of information. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• Flash floods affected the Magway, Mandalay and Sagaing Regions on 19 October. Authorities 
indicate that some 35,000 people were affected, and 78 either killed or missing. 

• Damages to infrastructure hamper access. 

• Local authorities immediately started the response, in collaboration with partners. However, needs 
for food, shelter, NFIs (clothes, blankets, utensils, etc), Oral Rehydration Salt (ORS), etc continue to 
be recorded. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
On 20 October, Tropical Storm Two, 
which made landfall near the Myanmar-
Bangladesh border on 19 October, 
resulted in heavy rain (up to 100-150 mm) 
and subsequently triggered flash floods in 
Magway, Mandalay and Sagaing Regions 
of Myanmar.  

Initial estimates by the Relief and 
Resettlement Department (RRD) of the 
Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and 
Resettlement (MoSWRR), indicate that 78 
people were either killed or missing as of 
21 October, and over 35,000 affected. 
Nearly 3,000 houses were destroyed 
while approximately 8,500 houses were 
damaged to different degrees. Public 
buildings, including monasteries, schools 
and villages hall have also been 
damaged. Livelihood has also been 
affected, including because of loss of 
livestock. 

As of 24 October, partners report the 
gradual subsides of flood water in various 
areas. 

Magway Region was the worst affected 
by the floods. There, some 26,000 people 
living in five Townships of Pakokku 
District (Myaing, Pauk, Pokokku, Salin 
and Seikphyu) lost their houses and 
belongings. The water flow in the local 
streams raised and washed away 2,123 
houses and flooded an additional 8,000 dwellings. In Seikphyu Township, some 20,000 people were 
affected, approximately 75% of the houses were flooded and 1,290 dwellings were washed away. In 

Pakkoku Township approximately 400 families (1,700 people) are temporarily sheltered in four monasteries. 

In Yesagyo Township, villagers have been informed to relocate as water from a dam has reportedly been 
released to prevent embankment damage.  Some areas in two additional Townships in Magway Region—
Saw and Sidoktaya—have also sustained some damages, but to a lesser extent.  
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In Pauk Township strong winds, heavy rains and river current washed away bridges and damaged roads, 
making access to affected populations difficult. Similarly, flood water affected infrastructure in Pakkoku 
Township, where, besides access constraints, disruption of electricity and telephone lines has also been 
reported.  

RRD also informed that In Mandalay Region, some 8,835 people in three Townships (Sintgaing, Thazi and 
Yamethin) were affected, some 723 houses were destroyed and 1,763 damaged. In Yinmabin Township, 
Sagaing Region, some 530 people were affected and 95 houses were washed away in the flood. 
 
Local authorities and partners continue assessment of damages, including in Pauk where partners are on 
standby for the Township Authority to give the green light to proceed. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 
Local authorities, the private sector and the communities themselves immediately started the response, in 
collaboration with partners. However, needs for food, shelter, NFIs (clothes, blankets, utensils, etc), Oral 
Rehydration Salt (ORS), etc continue to be recorded. 
 

 Food - On 24 October, WFP started food distribution in one village and three temporary camps in 
Pakokku town. Further information will be available in the coming days. 

 Emergency Shelter and Non Food items - In Pakokku, local authorities have established four 
temporary camps, which accommodate approximately 400 affected families, or 1,700 IDPs, of which 
approximately 500-600 children. MRCS has provided 327 kitchen sets and 327 family kits, 200 dignity kits to 
adolescent girls, 20 tarpaulins and one small tent. ADRA has provided 200 family kits. UNICEF will provide 
at least 500 family kits to affected population. However, the exact location is to be determined to avoid 
overlapping. 

 Health - According to the Department of Health (DOH) in Magway, one medical team has been 
deployed from Naypyitaw on 23 October. The Department of Health sets up temporary clinics to serve the 
displaced in Pakokku. 
 

 Water Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH) – The Department of Development Affairs of Ministry of Border 
Affairs dispatched 10 drums of bleaching powder, 300 bottles of Water Guard, 80,000 water purification 
tablets and other WASH supplies to Pakokku. Another batch of similar content is in the pipeline.  
 
UNICEF provided 400 bottles of Water Guard, one drum of bleaching power and 400 packets of ORS to 
DOH and Township Medical Office in four affected townships (Pauk, Pakokku, Myaing and Seikphyu). 
Additional 50 packets of ORS and five Inter-Agency Emergency Health Kits are being released to Pakokku. 
In addition, UNICEF Mandalay Office has additional pre-positioned supplies of 1,000 bottles of Water Guard, 
11 drums of bleaching power and 200 packets of ORS, ready for further immediate distribution.  
 

VI. Contacts 

 
OCHA Myanmar  
Email: ochamyanmar@un.org - Contact number: +95 9860 2835 
 
 


