
 

 
 

Seasonal Outlook 
The recent weather forecast by the National Meteorological Agency (NMA) indicated the re-emergence of a weak La Niña 
phenomenon, indicating that the October to December deyr / hagaya rains are likely to be near to below normal, with 
uneven distribution and possible early withdrawal, across the drought-affected southern and south-eastern parts of the 
country. This is likely to impact rural livelihoods by delaying the start of recovery from the 2011 drought, and could also 
result in a poor belg/gu (February to May) rains in 2012. Exacerbating the impact of the drought is the continued high food 
price inflation, which reached more than 45 per cent in September (year on year comparison with 2010). Over the past 
seven months, food price inflation has increased by 3 to 13 per cent per month according to the Disaster Risk 
Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS). On a positive note, DRMFSS estimates that the meher harvest will be 
4.5 per cent above recent average yields, which would help stabilise the current high price of cereals.  However, 
increasing economic growth in the country has led to increased demand for cereals. Thus, while cereal prices are 
expected to stabilise during the months of November and December 2011, they may well rise again in early 2012. For 
more information, contact: infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et or Adrian.Cullis@fao.org  
 
WASH Update 
The onset of the deyr / hagaya rains in southern Somali Region and the lowlands of Oromia has led to increased 
availability of water in these areas. As a result, rapid assessments are planned to assess water availability and inform 
decision-making on the continued need for water trucking operations in parts of Oromia. One assessment team has 
already been deployed, in Bale zone on 10 October, 2011. On the other hand, northern and northeastern  parts of Afar 
region, including Erebti, Kurri, Bidu, Afdera, Teru and Elidar woredas, continue to report critical water shortages as a 
result of the poor and unevenly distributed karma (July to October) rains. Water rationing will continue in these woredas. 
The Government and partners will continue to monitor rainfall status and its impact on water availability across the 
country. Meanwhile, maintenance and rehabilitation of non-functional water schemes continues in targeted woredas. 
Three water schemes in Afar Region and eight water schemes in Borena zone, Oromia Region, have been newly 
rehabilitated, despite a shortage of spare parts, including pumps and generators, reported in Borena zone. For more 
information, contact:awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Floods Update 
Following reports of flooding received from Etang, Gambella, Lare, Goge and Jore woredas of Gambella Region in late 
September, an inter-agency team comprising WFP,  OCHA, IOM, UNICEF, IRC ZOA and the regional Disaster 
Prevention, Preparedness and Food Security (DPPFS) bureau conducted an emergency assessment in the affected 
areas from 1 - 8 October, 2011. The preliminary assessment results indicate that 4,348 households have been affected 
across the five woredas. Affected communities in Goge and Jore woredas were unable to access clean water and were 
using river water for consumption. According to health officials, no disease outbreaks have been reported so far; however, 
lack of access to water and improper sanitation conditions (i.e. open defecation along the rivers) presents a health risk to 
the community. The risk of malaria and respiratory tract infection is also elevated due to the flooding. At present, the 
assessment is ongoing to determine assistance needs. Meanwhile, in response to floods reported in SNNPR in August 
2011, UNICEF has distributed 200 boxes of household water treatment chemicals, 799 jerrycans, 799 buckets, 1,598 bars 
of body soap and 1,598 bars of laundry soaps to the nearly 800 households affected in Humbo woreda. For more 
information, contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Refugee Update 
Somali Region: The latest figures indicate that there are now 129,979 refugees from Somalia in the Dollo Ado camps. 
Over 53 per cent of the camp population is female. An increase in the daily arrival rate of up to 724 persons per day was 
recorded at the start of the week, bringing the total number of arrivals in October to 4,968. IOM continues to support the 
transfer of refugees from reception centers to the camps at an increasing pace.  To support education in the camps, 
UNICEF delivered 20,000 learners’ kits and 100 Early Childhood Development kits, sufficient for 4,000 children, during the 
week. ARRA, UNICEF and other partners have also trained 40 teachers in preparation for the start of the school year, 
expected before the end of October. 
 
Western Ethiopia: The transfer of Sudanese refugees to the new camp at Tongo, Beneshangul Gumuz region, began on 
5 October 2011. Since then, a total of 1,425 refugees have been transferred to the camp. Preliminary findings of the 
health and nutrition assessment of the refugees had indicated that the new arrivals were in relatively good health. During 
the week however, clinics in Tongo started presenting cases of malaria, acute diarrhoeal disease and respiratory tract 
infections. In terms of access to education, concern has also been raised over the occupation of 18 schools in Sherkole 
(Benishangul Gumuz) by Sudanese refugees. As a result, 60 per cent of school-going children in three woredas could be 
affected if the refugees do not vacate the schools ahead of the start of the school year. Moreover, some 6,000 school-
aged Sudanese refugee children have no access to education. In response, UNICEF has sent 100 school-in-a-box kits 
and 200 packs of pens to support 4,000 school aged refugee children in the region. For more information, contact: 
gegziabk@unhcr.org, awesterbeek@unicef.org and wfp.addisababa@wfp.org  
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