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of the ERF to provide more intensive extension support to the 
beneficiary households to monitor and ensure appropriate water 
conservation practices and staggered planting are followed. Farm-
ers will also be taught water conservation methods to minimize 
effects of dry spells in addition to  mulching and ensuring timely 
early, mid and late planting.  
 
Christian Care 
Christian Care will implement a farm inputs distribution project 

in Matobo district  Matabeleland South Province. The Province is 

characterised by low erratic rainfall less than 650mm of rain per 

annum and consequently a region of low and dry land cropping. 

The province is one of the most food insecure provinces in Zim-

babwe with a drop in Maize yield by 40% in 2010/2011 season 

compared with 2009/2010 season according to Crop and live-

stock report –April 2011. The poor agricultural performance by 

Matabeleland South Province has been attributed to the delayed 

planting, shortage of proper seed that withstand long dry spells 

within a season, fertilisers, wrong agricultural practices and erratic 

rainfall in the last 2 decades. The project will support farming of 

small grains like pearl millet and sorghum that have been found 

to be the most ideal and suitable crops as they are drought resis-

tant and suitable for dry areas and low rainfall like Matobo Dis-

trict and other districts in Matabeleland South. 

 

CESVI 

This project targets improvement of water and sanitation in mar-

ket places in Beitbridge as well as schools. Although no choler 

case has been reported in the last two years, Beitbridge was 

among the hardest hit district during the 2008/9 cholera out-

break, with 5,150 cases in Beitbridge (2.9% fatality rate, total 

ERF News 

The ERF Advisory Board met on 20 September to review 

three projects for possible funding. The Humanitarian Coordi-

nator (HC), Mr Alain Noudehou, led discussions on feasibility 

of the three proposed projects. All three have been approved 

for funding. Two are in  Agriculture and one is addressing  

water and sanitation issues in Beitbridge. 

 

The Board emphasized the need for projects to comply with 

sector prioritization and policies formulated to ensure that hu-

manitarian assistance is effective.  Also, applicants were urged 

to join relevant national and regional coordination forums 

where they would provide feedback on implementation pro-

gress and also be updated on what other actors in the same 

sectors were implementing to avoid duplication of efforts. 

 

At the same time, the HC welcomed two new members of the 

ERF Board representing the International NGOs. Ms Jennifer 

Mayer of Mercy Corps who replaces Mr Sasha Veljanov of 

CRS as the primary board member and Mr Rupert Leighton of 

ACF replacing  Mr Joel Weiler of MDM as alternate.   

 

Project update:  
DAPP  
This intervention is seeking to address the food security of 
populations in Rushinga district who failed to realize a mean-
ingful harvests in the just ending cropping season because of 
poor distribution of  the rains in February and March this year.  
According to DAPP, some households are already applying 
coping mechanism that are usually reserved for end of the sea-
son such as  taking only  two meals a day. Later in the year, 
most households will be surviving on one meal a day. 
 
In addition to providing the inputs, DAPP sought the support 

ACF WASH intervention in clinics lauded  by local leaders 

Mr T.B. Jengwa and Mr Nicholas Muridzo report to the De-

wure Clinic in Gutu District almost daily to oversee the final 

touches on an ERF supported WASH in clinics project as rep-

resentatives of the Dewure Health Centre Committee. Mr 

Jengwa is the Vice Chairman while Mr Muridzo is Treasurer. 

 The two take their responsibility of representing the 

community during the implementation this intervention very 

seriously. Speaking on the role of the committee, Mr Jengwa 

said they ensured community participation and ownership of 

the rehabilitation work being carried out by Action Contre le 

Faim (ACF) through a US$200,000 from the ERF. With this 

initiative, the committee organizes the local community to par-

ticipate in digging the trenches, collecting sand and other lo-

cally available materials as well as providing food for the build-

ers. If a family could not provide labour, they make a contribu-

tion to a kitty that had by then raised US$325 to be used for buy-

ing detergent for the toilets.  

 Dewure is one of the clinics that is benefiting from re-

habilitation of water and sanitation facilities in Gutu. Mr Jengwa 

and Muridzo are equivocal that without external support, it would 

have been very difficult to carry out the much needed rehabilita-

tive works.  

 The intervention entailed rapid rehabilitation of water, 

sanitation and hygiene (WASH) infrastructure at 16 rural health 

centres in Gutu. It aimed to enhance access to potable water and 

thereby prevent spread of water borne diseases like cholera, 

which has been persistent in Masvingo. Activities included con-
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struction or rehabilitation of water supply systems such as bore-

hole drilling, pumping systems and plumbing networks; con-

struction and rehabilitation of sanitation facilities such as toilets 

and incinerators for hospital waste; and installation of hand 

washing facilities at the health centres for both patients and 

staff.   

 In separate interviews, chiefs in Gutu said the project 

had made a difference to the lives of people in the area. Accord-

ing to Chief Chingombe, the WASH situation in the area was so 
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dire that community members were opting to travel long 

distances to other clinics because the nearest health facilities 

had become health hazards.  However, following the project 

there was a major improvement in standards at the health 

facilities.  

These sentiments were echoed by two other chiefs from the 

area. “Things have really changed, we were afraid of diseases 

like cholera because we were fetching water from shallow 

wells and there were no toilets, which exposed us to dis-

eases,” said Chief Mazuru, who said the lack of potable wa-

ter and toilets forced people to resort to unsafe practices 

whenever they visited the clinic. This was supported by 

Chief Munyaradzi who said: “We appreciate the work done; 

it has made a difference to our lives, now we can focus on 

other areas of development.”  

Mr Nicholas Muridzo and Mr J.B Jengwa wash their hands soon after 

tapped water was availed at  Dewure Health Centre . Photo: OCHA 

ACF artisans building of an incinerator  at Gutu District Hospi-

tal with ERF support.                                          Photo :OCHA  

population 81,588). Due to its remoteness, climatic conditions, 

ethnic minorities, Beitbridge has very few humanitarian actors. 

 This is reflected in the poor access to water and sanitation ser-

vices for the communities, which is 18% on sanitation coverage 

and 52 % on safe drinking water coverage (WASH Atlas 2008-9). 

Infrastructural development is extremely poor in the district, with 

roads, bridges, schools, clinics, water supply and sanitation facili-

ties being acutely substandard. Localised disease outbreaks are 

typically difficult to control in areas with limited infra-

structure. In addition, local authorities lack the financial 

resources to address the urgent infrastructural needs of 

the area. This project will therefore complement local 

authority’s efforts to improve water supply and sanita-

tion at selected institutions. 
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NAME DESIGNATION AGENCY MEMBERSHIP 

Mr Felix Bamezon Country Director WFP Primary 

Mr Simon Cammelbeek Deputy Country Director WFP Alternate 

Dr Custodia Mandlhate Country Representative WHO Primary 

TBA Health Cluster Coordinator WHO Alternate 

Mr Marcellin Hepie Country Representative UNHCR Primary 

Ms Alice Litunya Programme Officer UNHCR Alternate 

Ms Jennifer Mayer  Deputy Country Director Mercy Corps Primary 

Mr Rupert Leighton  Country Director ACF Alternate 

Cephas  Zinhumwe Executive Director Nango Primary 

Rev Matonga National Director Christian Care Alternate 

ERF Board Members 

-ends- 

Expenditure Period Amounts 

Funded projects  2008-2009 3,820,970 

Carryover  into ’10 Jan’10 1,037,706 

Funded Projects  2010 3,502,141 

Carryover- including refunds after 
audit of projects in 2010. 

Jan ‘11 1,749,903 

Funded projects  2011- ongoing 1,276,225.50 

Actual  balance   473,678 

ERF Balance update 


