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A massive earthquake of magnitude 6.8 
rocked Sikkim on 18th September killing 
many people,  injuring thousands of people 
and rendering more than 15000 people 
homeless with the collapse of houses and 
buildings.  The epicentre was Mangan, 
which is 54 kms from Gangtok (the state 
capital) on the Sikkim-Nepal border. The 
earthquake shook the entire northeast and 
northern parts of the country, including the 
national capital. 
                  

  

 
The earthquake has caused massive disruption of infrastructure, roads and communications.   
hile the Official sources have reported 130 deaths so far, the death toll continues to rise. Rain has 
caused landslides blocking access to the earthquake hit areas which has been hampering rescue 
work. 
 
The Development Agencies Co-ordination Alliance (DACA), an alliance of Discipleship Centre, 
EFICOR, Emmanuel Hospital Association and NEICORD plans to provide emergency relief to 
1000 worst affected families in Sikkim.   
 
A team from NEICORD  led by Rev Songate (Executive Director) reached the affected area 
mainly Gangtok within 48 hours of the earthquake and the worst affected area  - Mangan district 
on  20th September 2011.  
 
The first emergency response was in Nandok Panchayat in the eastern district of Sikkim on 21st 
September with the District Collector’s permission. The following food and nonfood items were 
provided to 18 families with the help of 10 volunteers and Panchayat leaders who organised the 
distribution. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non Food Items:  Food items:  
 

Sl.no. Items Quantity Sl.no. Items Quantity 
1 Mattress 2 pcs 1 Rice 50 kgs 
2 Blanket 3 pcs 2 Dal 5 kgs 
3 Plastic Bucket 1 pcs 3 Mustard Oil 2 ltr 
4 Plastic Mug 1 pcs 4 Salt 1 kgs 
5 Bedsheet 2 pcs    

Damages caused by the earthquake 



Meanwhile,   DACA organised a five member team from Delhi representing  DC, EHA  and   
EFICOR, which reached Mangan on 22nd September 2011 evening  and have started assessment 
of the situation. It was observed that most of the people have left their villages in Chungthang 
areas and are staying with their relatives in nearby areas. The immediate need is food, warm 
clothes and shelter.  
 

 
Overhead communication lines damaged by the earthquake 

 
The District Administration has given written permission to DACA team to respond to the 
emergency in Mangan district.  The DACA team having divided into three teams is currently 
moving to interior villages which are inaccessible by road. They are trekking almost 40 km of 
hilly terrain to reach the villages, namely Dzongu constituency in North Sikkim which has eight 
Gram Panchayats (GPs).  Each team plans to cover at least two GPs each in the next two days.  
17 deaths have been reported from this constituency. 
 
Two team members, are stationed at Mangan to continue networking and explore the local 
market at Mangan and Gangtok for procurement of relief materials and a warehouse for storage.  
 

_____    


