
Emergency in the Horn of Africa  

Cereal crop in Somalia at 17-year low as famine spreads and food prices soar 

The number of people affected by the current drought crisis in 
the Horn of Africa now stands at 13.3 million,  with those af-
fected in Djibouti, Kenya, Somalia and Ethiopia. This is a signifi-
cant increase from 12.42 million reported in August 2011 
(UNHCR, KFSSG, FSNAU). 
 
In Somalia, famine has spread into the Bay region in the south 
with  Bakool, Lower Shabelle,  Middle Shabelle (Balcad and 
Cadale districts), Afgoye corridor IDP settlement,  the Moga-
dishu IDP community and Bay region all affected. A total of four  
million people are in crisis, with 750,000 people at risk of death 
in the coming four months in the absence of adequate multi-
sectoral response. Of those affected, three million are in the 
south. 
 
Post-harvest assessments in Somalia show that this year's cereal 
crop is the lowest in 17 years. Following two consecutive sea-
sons of poor rains, crop production this year has been extremely 
poor in southern Somalia. The Gu season harvest (June/July) this 
year, has been only 32 percent of the 2006 to 2010 average. 
Dwindling stocks of local cereals have sent cereal prices soaring 
300 percent over the last year (FSNAU-FEWSNET). 
 
About 3.75 million people are food insecure in Kenya, up from 
3.2 million reported in early August. Food insecurity could 
worsen in the absence of urgent and comprehensive cross-
sectoral interventions. Production projections indicate an antici-
pated maize harvest of about 2.34 million metric tonnes.  This 
maize output is 15 percent below the short-term long rains aver-

age due to failed crop production in most of the southeastern  
and coastal cropping lowlands, shortages of fertilizer and plant-
ing seed (Long Rains Assessment 2011, KFSSG). 
 
In Ethiopia, around 650 households have been displaced in the  
flood prone areas of Amhara and Gambela of Ethiopia. Deaths 
due to flooding have also been reported in Kalu (South Wollo) 
and Antsokia (North Shewa). The impact could be severe as pas-
toralists with their animals are already concentrated around the 
riverbanks because of the drought. 
 
There are a total of 120,871 Somali refugees in the four Dollo 
Ado camps, of which 80,392 have arrived this year. The re-
sources in the refugee camps are overstretched as the capacity 
of the four Dollo Ado camps is only 85,000 people (UNHCR). 
 

Likelihood of favourable rains increases in  
the eastern sector of the region 

According to the 29th Greater Horn of Africa Climate Outlook 
Forum for September to December 2011, there is a general in-
creased likelihood for a favourable rainfall season across the 
short-rains dependent areas (ICPAC).  

The eastern sector of the region is expected to be wetter-than-
normal with the risk of localized flooding (refer Zone III in the 
map next page). However, areas of possible concern with normal
-to-below-normal forecast in northern Somalia; eastern and 
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FAO is warning of a dramatic increase in Cassava Brown Streak 
Disease (CBSD) in East Africa, especially in the Great Lakes     
Region, causing a serious threat to food security. 
 
Cassava accounts for around a third of total calorie intake for 
people in Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda and a whopping 73 per-
cent for people in the Democratic Republic of Congo, according 
to the FAO statistics unit FAOSTAT. National cassava steering 
committees, set up by FAO with EU-funding last year, are taking 

appropriate action against CBSD but the outbreak of virus is rais-
ing a number of plant-breeding and production issues.  
 
For years, most research has focused on developing and breed-
ing varieties that are resistant to the Cassava Mosaic Disease 
(CMD). With the increasing prevalence of the CBSD, efforts are 
underway to understand its epidemiology while more support 
will be needed to select and bring on stream CBSD tolerant varie-
ties. 

 
CBSD is particularly insidious because 
depending on the agro-ecological 
region it can manifest symptoms in 
different ways, sometimes with 
manifestations only on the roots, 
making it harder to identify, or iden-
tifiable only when it is too late.  
 
In Rwanda, a surveillance analysis 
conducted by the National Agricul-
tural Research Institute in 2010 
showed 15.7% rate of infection on 
local varieties and 36.9% in improved 
varieties.  
 
This survey will be carried out again 
this year and in Burundi and the DRC 
and will give us a trend analysis both 
for CMD and CBSD. 
 
“The bad news is that there is no 
certainty that any variety currently 
being multiplied is tolerant to the 
effects of CBSD and we believe that a 
wide spread infection in the region is 

southern Ethiopia; north-western Kenya and northern Uganda 
(Zone IV). Generally dry conditions are expected to prevail over 
the Sudan; northern Ethiopia and much of Eritrea (Zone VI). It 
should however be noted that the forecasted rains might not be 
able to wipe out the impact of drought that has persisted in the 
horn for the past several months. Famine conditions will persist 
in southern Somalia due to insecurity that limits the humanitar-
ian and recovery response, the low harvest and continued high 
food prices. 

 

The prices of local staples (maize, beans, sorghum and millet) 
will continue to decline through to March 2012 following im-
proved stocks from seasonal harvests in the region except in 
South Sudan. 
Due to the anticipated near-normal to normal rains in most of the 
pastoral areas, livestock productivity of the surviving livestock 
could improve with the likelihood of the previously migrated 
livestock returning to their original homes. This would boost 
household food security  in the pastoral areas. 
 
In the coming months, improvements in the regional food secu-
rity situation will largely depend on large-scale multi-sectoral 
interventions, decline in food prices, overall performance of the 
October-December short rains and conflict resolution. 

Cassava crops under threat from new virulent virus threatening food security in Great Lakes 
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Who can participate? Humanitarian and 
Development practitioners involved/
interested in the current response in the 
Horn of Africa. 
 

How can I register? Just send an email 
with your contacts to Esther Mayieka 
(emayieka@unicef.org). 
 

Can several colleagues from the same 
organization register ?  Yes, provided 
free seats are still available. 
 

Where will the seminar take place? In 
UNON, Gigiri, Nairobi, Kenya. Conference 
Room 2 (with a capacity of 500 seats) 
from 8:00 Hrs. 
 

Can I decide to come last minute with-

out registering?  Yes, with your ID and 

the invitation, but you will not be entitled 

to lunch. 
 

For further details please contact: Astrid 

de Valon (Astrid.Devalon@fao.org) or 

Dorothee Klaus (dklaus@unicef.org). 

just a matter of time,” said Jan Helsen, 
FAO Regional Agricultural Officer. 
 
To avoid the risk of a full-blown CBSD 
pandemic and losing many FAO/donor/
government investments of the last 
five years, the national cassava steer-
ing committees  in the region intro-
duced a number of preventive and 
response mechanisms,  including: Step-
ping up disease surveillance and insti-
tuting regular inspections; increasing 
the sensitization of communities to the 
threat of CBSD; using  farmers’ field 
schools as an entry point to instill proc-
esses of community based phyto-
sanitary practices such as pulling out 
infected plants and instituting a ban in 
the distributing of infected plants be-
tween districts and zones. 
 
These are short-term operations that can easily be implemented 
within the context of the current Regional Cassava Initiative, 
funded by the EU and the Great Lakes Cassava Initiative (GLCI)  
funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation; both  these 
projects however will come to an end in 2012. 
 
Fortunately, GLCI has available eight varieties resistant to CMD 
and tolerant to CBSD and CRS is in the process of distributing a 
limited number through tissue culture plantlets in the Great Lakes 
Region while FAO will ensure some distribution in CAR and Gabon, 
two countries  not covered by the GLCI. 
 
“Countries should step-up plant variety selection,  using varieties 
in local seed banks and testing them under high CBSD pressure; 
those  with CBSD tolerant properties could then be considered for 

multiplication a process which again would take time,”              
said Helsen. 
  
“A framework exists thus to respond to the CBSD menace,  both in 
the short and the long run.  However, to make this framework 
work in practice, we need more time and funds especially to en-
sure that some of the CBSD tolerant material in the pipeline can 
be further multiplied and made available in the region,” he said. 
 
“Any potential funding gap could put the cassava seed systems 
infrastructure developed and put in place by the CRS-IITA-FAO 
consortium at risk, meaning hard work and money could go to 
waste.” 
 
FAO is planning a regional socio-economic study on the impact of 
CBSD on the food security in the near future . 

FAO and UNICEF hold expert seminar for humanitarian staff on the Horn of Africa crisis 

mailto:emayieka@unicef.org


Upcoming meetings on the Horn of Africa crisis 
 
Inter-governmental Authority for Development/African Devel-
opment Bank workshop on livestock development and drought 
preparedness in the Horn of Africa, Djibouti - 14 to 15 Septem-
ber 2011 

Objective: To contribute to the development of a combined 
IGAD/African Development Bank/World Bank investment plan 
for pastoralist development of USD 375 million. FAO has estab-
lished an internal expert working group to prepare a technical 
paper for this meeting. 
 

Ministerial mini-summit on the humanitarian response in the 
Horn of Africa, New York - 24 September 2011 

Objective: To focus attention on the growing needs of affected 
people in Somalia, Kenya, Ethiopia and Djibouti; increase aware-
ness of the humanitarian response in the region and identify 
ways of overcoming operational challenges; encourage and raise 
awareness about the benefits of multilateral humanitarian action 
in 2011 and look ahead to funding requirements for the Horn of 
Africa in 2012; forge links between emergency relief and longer-
term country-led interventions to reduce vulnerability to future 
food crises; and promote initiatives to encourage private citizens 
and businesses to contribute to the response, with an emphasis 
on donating through multilateral channels. 
 

Meetings concluded on the Horn of Africa crisis 
 
FAO/G20 Ministerial-level meeting - 25 July 2011 

Main outcomes: The meeting demonstrated national and inter-
national resolve to urgently address the famine in Somalia and 
the hunger crisis in the Horn of Africa. The participants high-
lighted: (i) the importance of immediate response to save lives, 
protect people from malnutrition, and reduce human suffering; 
(ii) the need to rebuild livelihoods and improve resilience and 
agricultural production; (iii) the importance of sustainably im-
proving the production and productivity of small farmers and 
herders; (iv) the need to enable farmers, fishers, and herders to 
help themselves out of this crisis; (v) the importance of pastoral-
ism and agro-pastoralism as dynamic and sustainable livelihood 
systems in the Horn of Africa; and (vi) the need to support and 
strengthen initiatives led by the African Union, Intergovernmen-
tal Authority on Development (IGAD), the governments of the 

affected countries and the High Level Task Force on the Global 
Food Security Crisis. 
Activities: providing technical and coordination support to the 
FAO follow up high-level meeting - 18 August 2011 

Main outcomes: The meeting built on the G20 Action Plan on 
Food Price Volatility and Agriculture and on the Emergency Min-
isterial-Level Meeting on the crisis situation in the Horn of Africa 
on 25 July 2011, organized by FAO at the request of the G20 
Presidency. It also contributed to the preparation of response 
actions and investment decisions. Overall, the participants: (i) 
confirmed their commitment to a twin-track approach to meet 
the immediate needs of vulnerable populations while building 
their longer-term resilience; (ii) emphasized the need for 
stronger links between humanitarian and development initia-
tives; (iii) stressed the immediate need to increase support to 
livelihoods through humanitarian interventions that must be 
sustained until conditions are stable; (iv) agreed with the need to 
advocate for, seek and plan for assured multi-year funding for 
livelihood restoration programmes; and (v) endorsed the Africa- 
and country-led Comprehensive African Agricultural Develop-
ment Programme as the most appropriate vision and strategic 
framework for sustainable livelihood development in Africa. 
 

African Union pledging conference - 25 August 2011 

Main outcomes: To-date, over USD 371 million has been pledged 
by African countries in response to the ongoing crisis. 

Government of Kenya Summit on the Horn of Africa crisis, Nai-
robi - 8 to 9 September 2011 

Main outcomes: Adopted the Nairobi Action Plan, outlining 
country-led programmes. Summit conclusion stated “Building on 
lessons learnt, it is more than evident that while emergency re-
sponse to drought and floods remains paramount to save lives, 
there is a compelling case for countries with functioning govern-
ance structures and donor partners to invest more and better in 
climate-resilient infrastructure development, sustainable liveli-
hoods that protect communities from future drought and flood 
shocks, and developing human capital through education and 
improved access to health services. There is also need to address 
underlying environmental issues. For Somalia, a resolution to the 
prolonged political crisis is needed and the commitments made 
by the international community in finding a solution to Somalia 
must be followed through.” Kenya pledged to hold follow-up 
meeting in six months time. 

 
  

 Regional Disaster Risk Reduction Website: www.disasterriskreduction.net 
  

 Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit - Somalia: www.fsnau.org 
 

 Famine Early Warning Systems Network: www.fews.net 
 

 FAO Somalia: www.faosomalia.org 
 

 UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs:  www.unocha.org 

 For Further Information 

Date Event Location 

13 October FSNWG Monthly Meeting Nairobi, Kenya 

Food Security and Nutrition Working Group Drought 

The Food Security and Nutrition Work-
ing Group (FSNWG) has developed the 
Drought in the Horn of Africa website 
to provide the latest drought related 
information in the region. The website 
provides the latest food security situa-
tion, updates from UN agencies and 
humanitarian organizations, program-
ming toolkits and media news.  
 
www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-
central-africa/fsnwg/drought 

The Food Security and Nutrition Working Group was set up in 2005 after several international NGOs and UN agencies decided to develop a regional food security and nutrition coordination mechanism, techni-

cally supported by FAO. Founding members include CRS, IFRC, Save the Children, OCHA, World Vision, Concern Universal , OXFAM, FAO, FAO/FSNAU, FEWS NET, WFP, UNHCR and UNICEF.  The 

FSNWG now covers13 countries: Burundi, CAR, Djibouti, DRC, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and Uganda.  For more information, please see the website 

www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-centra-africa/fsnwg or contact  the FAO Sub-Regional Emergency Office for Eastern and Central Africa (REOA): fsn-gha-workinggroup@fao.org  

http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg/drought
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg/drought

