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hough you may doubt it, there will soon be elections in the DRC. 
Without knowing by what miracle the CENI will keep to its own 
timetable, election fever is certainly on the increase.  

The events in Kinshasa on 5 and 6 September were noted all over the world. 
In June there seemed to be a risk that election fever in Katanga might arouse 
some the demons of the past. Political demonstrations were banned in Mbuji 
Mayi from 7 to 11 September. In South Kivu, public life has been  paralysed 
by serious tension within the army while elsewhere in the province 
instability continues to increase. On 13 September civil society organisations 
in North Kivu condemned the widespread insecurity. 
The potential for violence is palpable. Clearly this is linked to the elections 
but I do not have the impression that we are facing a scenario anywhere 
where the people are divided into two or more camps, each one lined up 
behind a leader who incarnates the aspirations of one section of the 
community. The potential is more a case of people feeling that enough is 
enough: the conditions of daily life have not improved since the last 
elections. Many people are thus easily exploited. 
In the east the situation is still more complicated because there is even no 
lasting progress in dealing with insecurity. Early in 2011 we saw efforts to 
reach a negotiated settlement with the FDLR, accelerated and superficial 
integration of armed groups etc. This had the aim of reversing the 
unpopularity of the President in the provinces which gave him his victory in 
2006. But the government faces the almost impossible task of dealing with 
different Pandora’s boxes at the same time. To make progress on the issue of 
effective integration of the CNDP (which is still a state within a state, an 
army within an army), it is hard not to agree to the promotion to ranks that 
the CNDP has been demanding for two years. But if the authorities grant 
this, the pressure from Congolese armed groups will increase and there is a 
risk that they will get unrealistic expectations. The greater the effort made to 
respond to expectations of the various groups in the east, the greater the 
feeling of exclusion which existed already elsewhere in the army and the 
republican guard. And if you scratch the surface you can see how national 
and provincial politicians try to use the armed groups as a way to promote 
their political ambitions. In the Congo, all the major questions are 
interrelated and at the moment they are all coming together around the 
elections. It is our fear that the Congolese state and its agencies may be too 
weak to stand up to a reality of disintegration, accelerated because of the 
elections. This is why we have joined AETA’s appeal to the political actors 
to commit themselves and non-violence during the electoral process while 
maintaining a space for interactive dialogue between them. We are adding to 
this our recommendations to the EU to be more involved in the electoral 
process so as to guarantee that the Congolese people can make their choice 
and express their wishes in a free and transparent process.  
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Summary of events    July-August 
 
 Great Lakes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Museveni visits Rwanda  
 
The President of Uganda, Yoweri Museveni made an 
official visit to Rwanda from 29 July to 1 August. This 
provoked interest among many observers since relations 
between the two countries have seen a lot of tension, in 
particular after the direct clashes between their armies on 
Congolese soil in 1999, 2000 and 2002. Since then Uganda 
and Rwanda have regularly accused each other of 
supporting their respective oppositions and the two 
countries continue to have intense rivalry in the mineral 
rich eastern region of the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Tensions rose again in 2010, when the President of 
Rwanda, Paul Kagame, suspected that his Ugandan 
counterpart was supporting the dissident general, Kayumba 
Nyamwasa, who has close relations at the top of the 
Ugandan army and of the Ugandan political class.  Before 
relations got bad the two heads of state were brothers in 
arms. Paul Kagame who was a Rwandan refugee in 
Uganda at the time took part in Yoweri Museveni’s 
struggle to win power in Kampala. A few years after his 
victory in 1986, le President supported the FPR militarily 
and diplomatically against the regime of the Rwandan 
president, Juvénal Habyarimana.  In the course of this visit 
the two presidents did not directly raise the subjects 
mentioned above, leaving such matters to their foreign 
ministers. The Ugandan Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sam 
Kutesa, thus declared: «When people go for visits it is not 
a sign that they are trying to solve certain problems, but 
rather a sign that they are friends ». It may be 
remembered that this official visit of the Ugandan 
President to Rwanda had been preceded by a visit by 
Rwanda’s First Lady, Jeannette Kagame, to her 
counterpart and namesake, Jeannette Museveni. (kb) 
 
Worrying situation in newly 

independent South Sudan  
 
After the overwhelming majority of the people of South 
Sudan voted for independence in January 2011, the new 
state came into being with celebrations on 9 July 2011, the 
happy product of the peace accord of 2005 which brought 
Africa’s longest civil war to an end. For sure the 
sustainable viability of the new-born state was not yet 
certain. Even before the setting up of independent South 
Sudan the new country was the scene of violent clashes 
with its powerful northern neighbour, as well as violence 
inside the country since the ethnic balance contains a 
significant potential for conflict. The combats which have 
flared up between the Murle and Lou Nuer ethnic groups 
in Jonglei State in recent days have left at least 600 dead 
and many wounded and displaced.  The United Nations 
indicates that this explosion of violence was provoked by 
thefts of large numbers of cattle by these two groups: as 
many as 30.000 head had been stolen from their owners. 
 
 
 

As regards the relations with North Sudan, the conflict 
and the clashes focus on the Abyei enclave and the 
region of South Kordofan. In South Sudan itself the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) regime does 
not have unanimous support and is opposed by South 
Sudanese rebels who support the independent state but 
are not satisfied with the political consequences of the 
referendum. They want more power in the 
government. Thus scarcely two months after 
independence South Sudan faces a big risk of falling 
apart which would have the potential to affect the 
whole region in a very negative way.  This led the  
Congolese political analyst and researcher, Tharcisse 
Boka Matadi Wamba, president of the Congolese 
Institute for Strategic Studies, to say on 4 September 
that the current violence in South Sudan risks having 
negative consequences for Orientale Province in the 
North East of the DRC which shares a frontier with the 
new state. The problem of the Lord’s Resistance Army 
(LRA) is also present: its struggle involves four 
countries, South Sudan, Uganda, the Central African 
Republic and the DRC. Neither the countries in 
question nor the African Union, nor even the 
international community, seem capable at present to 
provide effective strategies which would end the 
scourge of the LRA. (kb) 
 

Appeal to stop intimidation of the 
LDGL  

 

On 23 August 2011, Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
asked the Rwandan authorities to stop the intimidation 
of defenders of human rights following the illegal 
detention on 19 August of Joseph Sanane and Epimack 
Kwokwo, president and executive secretary 
respectively of the Ligue des droits de la personne 
dans la région des Grands Lacs, (LDGL), the coalition 
of human rights NGOs in Burundi, DRC and Rwanda. 
The LDGL, which has its headquarters in Kigali, is 
one of the last independent organisations for the 
defence of human rights active in Rwanda.  This is 
why the league is the subject of a great deal of pressure 
from the Rwandan authorities. This pressure increased 
further following the critical report which the LDGL 
produced about the Rwanda elections of 2010. 
Concerning this detention, the LDGL’s communiqué 
throws suspicion on the finance officer at the LDGL 
who has just been dismissed for gross misconduct. The 
two members have been falsely accused by the 
Department of Criminal Investigation (CDI). (kb) 
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 DRC  
 Criticisms of the electoral process  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The process of revising the electoral roll was terminated by 
the president of the Independent National Electoral  
Commission (CENI), Pastor Daniel Ngoy Mulunda 
Nyanga, last July.  However, the electoral process in 
general has aroused much criticism by opposition parties 
and even by human rights associations such as the 
Association Africaine des Droits de l’Homme (ASADHO).  
In a political declaration made on 29 August the Union 
pour la Démocratie et le Progrès Social (UDPS) 
denounced the irregularities and flagrant and massive fraud 
by the CENI perpetrated during the process of revising the 
electoral roll throughout the country. The UDPS is 
therefore demanding, among other things, an independent 
audit of the electoral roll. This would mean that 
independent experts would have to have access to the 
National Office for Electoral Operations (BNO) and to the 
databases of electors enrolled in 2006, in 2009 and in the 
current electoral roll of 2011. The party is also demanding 
a list and the geographical location of the 73.000 polling 
stations, the list of electors for each polling station and, as 
general demand, a much greater openness in the ongoing 
process. At the same time, other opposition political 
parties such as the Mouvement de Libération du Congo 
(MLC), the Union pour la Nation Congolaise (UNC) and 
the Union des Forces pour le Changement (UFC) have 
joined together in a consultative framework to analyse the 
irregularities  observed during this electoral process.  They 
demand from the CENI «the publication without delay of 
the electoral roll, harmonisation of the electoral timetable 
and replacement of staff at the CENI, in particular polling 
officers». The parties are also asking the government to put 
in place a judicial organ to deal with electoral disputes.  At 
a meeting of the political parties’ Forum organised by the 
CENI on 8 September, discussions concentrated around 
the way the electoral process was going and the signing of 
a code of good conduct. The latter stipulates that political 
organisations must show tolerance, respect and courtesy in 
the debates and mutual respect for the dignity, for the 
private life and the physical integrity of their opponents. In 
the end this was signed by the majority of parties but not 
by the UDPS which first demanded that the opposition be 
involved in the running of the central server and in the 
review of the electoral roll. While reaffirming the 
independence of his commission, the president of the 
CENI indicated that he was ready to accept the 
appointment of technicians who could join with those at 
the CENI and work together with them. (dr) 
 
Presidential candidatures 
 
Following delays to the electoral timetable for 2011-2013, 
the CENI has had to prolong up to 11 September the 
deadline for registering candidatures for the presidential 
election. 11 candidates have been registered including that 
of Joseph Kabila who will officially stand as a candidate 
for his existing post and is supported by the parties which 
form the Presidential majority (MP). According to the 
executive secretary of his party, the PPRD «the head of 
state is standing as the candidate of the Congolese people 
 
 
 

 that is to say the candidate of all the colours, all the 
parties and even those of the opposition, because there 
are members of the opposition who believe in Kabila’s 
achievements». Ten other candidates have registered 
their candidature with the CENI.  There are some well-
known men of politics such as Etienne Tshisekedi 
(UDPS) supported by 24 other parties; Kengo Wa 
Dongo (UFC); Vital Kamerhe (UNC); Oscar Kashala 
(UREC); Antipas Mbusa Nyamwisi (RCD/KML) and 
Joseph Nzanga Mobutu (UDEMO). Other less known 
figures are Adam Bombole, a leading member of the 
MLC who is standing as an independent; Jean Andeka 
Djamba (ANCC); Nicephore Kakese (URDC) and  
Ismaël Kitenge (MRC-PTF). (dr)  
 
Pre-electoral violence and political 

intolerance 
 
The pre-electoral period has been characterised by 
cases of intolerance and human rights violations which 
have been condemned by the churches (CENCO), 
Congolese civil society organisations (ASADHO, 
AETA) and by individual citizens. For example the 
Association des Femmes des Médias (AFM) of the 
DRC is indignant at the insults which a member of 
parliament, Yves Ksombe directed at a journalist at 
RTVS1, Mme Eugénie Ntumba and at other journalists. 
She has demanded that the First Lady, Olive Lembe 
Kabila involve herself in this issue. The AFM is asking 
all the authorities and women’s organisations to take 
part in the fight against these kinds of attack and for 
justice to take its course. Again, in a letter addressed to 
the President of the Republic, the spokesman of the 
UNC, Kizito Mushizi Nfundiko, has condemned the 
planning of his assassination by persons highly placed 
in the state hierarchy «who are using the security 
services» to perpetrate this crime. He has also 
condemned the wish to destroy the UNC, which has 
caused great offence.  (dr)  
 
1.200 kg of cassiterite found in a 

MONUSCO jeep 
 
On 21 August 2011, the border police at the main 
crossing point at Goma found 1.200 kg of cassiterite in 
a Monusco jeep driven by Julien Mukala, an employee 
of Monusco. The driver was on the way to Rwanda 
with 24 parcels each of 50 kg.  Preliminary enquiries 
show that the cassiterite was loaded at the mineral 
trading warehouse by the name of EBIR which belongs 
to Robert Bitega, who lives in Gisenyi (Rwanda) and 
who has already served time in prison in Rwanda for 
trading in false US dollars. Monusco immediately 
removed the driver’s immunity. He was tried and 
comdemned to three years in gaol, a sentence which 
ASADHO considers disproportionate. (dr)   
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Burundi     Rwanda 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lawyers imprisoned, journalists and 
civil society harassed 

 
Between 15 and 29 July 2011, three lawyers have been 
imprisoned and ten journalists summoned for investigation 
in Burundi. On 13 September it was the turn of three 
members of civil society to appear (after two other 
members) before the state prosecutor. What are they 
accused of? The three lawyers are accused respectively of 
«complicity in spying» (Me Suzanne Bukuru), of «outrage 
towards a magistrate» (Me Isidore Rufyikiri, president of 
the bar council) and « subordination of witnesses » (Me 
François Nyamoya).  It required national and international 
pressure for the three lawyers to be freed.  In the same 
period eight journalists from African Public Radio (RPA), 
one from Radio Isanganiro and one correspondent of 
Radio France Internationale were summoned and 
intimidated. For this also it required the mobilisation of 
Burundian journalists and international associations for the 
defence of the press and of human rights to save the ten 
journalists from the worst. In response to civil society’s 
demand justice in the case of the assassination of Ernest 
Manirumva (former vice president of OLUCOME), 
members of civil society were called and questioned rather 
than the suspects being pursued. (jn) 
 
A series of killings of opponents and 

general insecurity 
 
On 6 September 2011, the president of the Association 
burundaise pour la Protection des Droits Humains et des 
Personnes Détenues (APRODH), Pierre Claver 
Mbonimpa, condemned the existence of a plan known as 
«Safisha » (a Kiswahili word meaning cleansing) aimed at 
eliminating opposition party members. This plan, several 
sources agree, instigated by the Minister of the Interior, 
Edouard Nduwimana, has been carried out since May 
2011.  Civil society organisations and the independent 
press report that over 200 have been killed of whom the 
majority were members of the ADC-Ikibiri parties and of 
Agathon Rwasa’s FNL in particular. (jn) 
 
Massacre in Gatumba 
 
On the night of the 18 to 19 September 2011 a band of 
killers, not otherwise identified, burst into the bar “Chez 
les amis” in Gatumba, 15 km East of the capital 
Bujumbura, attacked and killed some of the customers. 
Official information speaks for the time being of 39 killed 
and several wounded people. This massacre was 
condemned by the Commission Nationale Indépendante 
Droits de l’Homme (CNIDH), Human Rights Watch, The 
President of the Republic of Burundi, the UN Secretary 
General and the Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs. (dr) 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Farmers suffer to produce more 
 
This is the title under which Syfia Grands Lacs reports 
how farmers have suffered since the start of the 
compulsory construction of terraces - « terrasses 
radicales » - in 2007. Farmers are suffering from hunger 
as their crops (banana trees, sweet potatoes etc) have been 
removed (by the farmers themselves or by prisoners) 
before harvest.  Having nothing to eat, some have had to 
steal as they had no means of paying for food. In addition 
the obligation to plant only one crop on the terraces, such 
as coffee or tea which can only be harvested and sold after 
several years, has plunged the farmers into poverty. Thus 
in the areas where cassava should be cultivated it would be 
two years before benefiting from a harvest. One study 
points out that the terrace programme, dubbed “Green 
Revolution” simply provides profits for agribusiness.  (jn)  
 
Local authorities abuse fines 
 
Another article in Syfia Grands Lacs reports that, «some 
elected representatives abuse their position by inflicting 
fines on villagers or extracting money from them under the 
pretext of contributing to government programmes (…).  
In many areas the authorities decide by themselves to 
impose fines, sometimes for offences which do not exist». 
The fines are fixed according to what the offender is able 
to pay which is why they differ from one area to another 
and from one person to another. Worse, often these 
financial sanctions are not based on any law. Peasants are 
nonetheless forced to pay them, for «those who resist are 
put in police cells and only released when they pay 
double ». The authorities state that these fines are paid into 
the public purse but this is hard to verify as they do not 
issue receipts and promises are not kept. This recalls cases 
where subscriptions were paid for the building of school 
classrooms which were never built. (jn) 
 
Bad management and misappropriation 

of funds 
 
A report presented to the Senate by the Auditor General on 
5 September 2011, shows that the Ministry of Local 
Administration (MINALOC) is «responsible for the 
mismanagement of funds for building houses for the most 
vulnerable genocide survivors», as more than a billion 
Rwanda Francs have disappeared or been wrongly used in 
this programme.  The payments made have no support 
documents and items purchased have either disappeared or 
been sold. Houses have been demolished because they 
were badly built or had been constructed for beneficiaries 
who were not part of the programme. (jn) 
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ADVOCACY ISSUES   

EurAc concerned at the selling off of 
mineral concessions in the DRC 

 
In a declaration on 13 September 2011, the network of 
European NGOs for advocacy on Central African issues 
(EurAc) expressed deep concern that publicly owned 
mineral resources were being secretly sold off to private 
interests without any kind of bidding process and at prices 
below market value. This would constitute a violation of 
the Register of Good Economic Governance concluded 
between the DRC and the World Bank in March 2011. 
This register lists a series of agreements between donors 
and the DRC promoting fairer and more transparent 
management of the mining sector. EurAc exhorts the 
European Union look closely into the management of the 
mining sector by the Congo government, to ensure respect 
for the Register of Good Economic Governance and 
undertake systematically to condemn any failings. EurAc 
encourages EU member states to apply the transparency 
rules in the way the United States does so as to force 
European oil and mineral companies to declare payments 
made to governments country by country, project by 
project. (kb) 
 
DRC: pre-electoral violence 

condemned 
 
Following pre-electoral violence on 5 and 6 September 
2011 the Forum Agir pour les Elections Transparentes et 
Apaisées (AETA) expressed its concern at the recent 
increase in political tension and the transformation of this 
tension into violence. It energetically condemns these acts 
of violence and any manipulation of young people, 
sportsmen and minors who might be liable to provoke 
social unrest. AETA has invited the political parties to 
show tolerance and act with non-violence and respect the 
principles inherent in democratic elections. The Forum 
reminds the Congo government of its duty to ensure the 
safety of the population and of property. It recommends to 
the CENI urgently to make the consultative frameworks 
involving political parties engaged in the process more 
dynamic, as they are the only place where there can be 
interactive dialogue and harmonisation of points of view to 
contribute to a genuinely peaceful process. For its part, 
EurAc has published a declaration to support and 
strengthen communication. EurAc asks the EU and its 
member states to put real pressure on the Congolese 
authorities and on all the key actors in the electoral 
process. In this way the people of the Congo will be able to 
make their choice and express their wishes in a truly free 
and transparent vote through the entire electoral cycle right 
down to local level and the result of the election will be 
respected. The EU should, EurAc still insists, support the 
starting of a permanent dialogue between all the actors 
involved in the Congo elections so as to contribute to the 
calming of the current climate of violence. (kb) 

Remaking Rwanda: State building and 
human rights after mass violence 

 
An international group of well-known writers under the 
leadership of Scott Strauss and Lars Waldorf  have 
joined their intellectual forces to produce an analysis, as 
profound as it is sensitive, on the different aspects of the 
rehabilitation of the Rwandan state after the genocide. 
The title of the book is Remaking Rwanda. State 
building and human rights after mass violence.  The 
authors cover the subjects of governance (Longman, 
Waldorf, Ingelaere), the regional context (Reyntjens, 
Zorbas, Stearns), justice (Webster, Tertsakian), rural 
policy (Newburry, Ansoms), and history (Eltringham, 
Mierhenrich, Thomson). The conclusions are drawn by 
Joseph Sebarenzi and Aloys Habimana. (kb) 
 
Donatella Rostagno’s mission to 

Kinshasa 
 
Donatella Rostagno, Policy Officer at EurAc, went to 
Kinshasa, from 11 to 19 July 2011, for a joint visit with 
EurAc members, 11.11.11, CNCD and Christian Aid. 
This was in preparation for the election observation 
mission which EurAc has decided to send for the 28 
November election in support of Congolese civil society. 
The mission’s aim was to study the general and political 
context in the pre-electoral period, to make contact with 
actors involved in the electoral process and to establish 
and formalise cooperation over these elections with the 
platform, Agir pour des Elections Transparentes et 
Apaisées (AETA). EurAc, its members and partners 
were able in this way to develop a joint strategy for 
working on the electoral process and observation, to 
know AETA better and develop close cooperation and 
contribute to making a political analysis in order to 
understand better the context of the forthcoming 
elections in the DRC. EurAc thanks its members in 
Kinshasa who contributed enormously to the success of 
the mission. (dr)  
 
DRC: ASADHO concerned at the 
escape the former Maï Maï boss, 
Gédéon Mutanga Kyungu 

 
In a communiqué published on 9 September 2011 the 
Association Africaine de Défense des Droits de l’Homme 
(ASADHO) expressed its concern at the escape of 
prisoners from Kassapa Gaol in Katanga, including that 
of a former Maï Maï boss, Gédéon Kyungu Mutanga.  
This escape of 963 prisoners, of whom 163 have been 
recaptured by the Congo National Police (PNC), was 
made possible by an attack on this prison by a group of 
unidentified armed men.  In its communiqué, ASADHO 
recalls that Gédéon Mutanga was a member of a  
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paramilitary structure known as «Les Forces 
d’Autodéfense Populaire» (FAP) in charge of organising 
and arming civilians to resist foreign occupation.  In this 
context the FAP spread fear along the main roads in the 
province.  ASADHO expresses its worries by the fact 
that Mutanga Kyungu was known in the past for 
numerous crimes: murder, rape, looting, burning 
villages, acts of torture, detaining people illegally, 
moving people by force and forced recruitment of 
children. Condemned to death on 5 March 2009 he was 
able to re-form his militia and continue to commit these 
crimes. The organisation demands that the Congo 
government provide the police with financial and 
logistical means to arrest this warlord. (dr) 
 
DRC: Demand for a law to create a 

specialised mixed court 
 
In a communiqué on 17 August 2011 ASADHO, HRW, 
and other Congolese and international organisations 
asked the Congo Parliament to adopt a law to create a 
specialised mixed court, within the Congolese justice 
system while at the same time modifying the articles 
which make death the only penalty applicable. This bill 
proposes to set up a mixed court to judge the crimes 
suffered by civilians in the country since 1990: war 
crimes, crimes against humanity and crimes of genocide. 
The court would judge those crimes committed both 
before and after coming into effect of the Statutes of the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) in 2002 which are 
the object of investigation by the ICC. The signatory 
organisations emphasize that the proposed court could 
also pursue those committing crimes today in the DRC.  
Thus it “will constitute a clear signal that the struggle 
against impunity has made another decisive step 
forward”.  (dr) 
 
DRC: The electoral process seen from 

the east 
 
In a Briefing published on 5 September 2011 the ONG, 
International Crisis Group (ICG), examines the electoral 
issues in North and South and in Ituri as their 
preparation «remains fundamental for the lasting 
stabilisation of the DRC ». The Briefing analyses issues 
relating to logistics, insecurity, the presence of armed 
groups and develops a series of recommendations to the 
international community, the CENI, the political parties 
and Monusco. Inter alia ICG asks the CENI 
scrupulously to respect the electoral code; to put in place 
a transparent procedure throughout the electoral process 
to publish the electoral roll and the results of the 
registration of voters by district and territory in 2006 and 
2011.  It asks Monusco to continue to show its presence 
on the ground in areas where armed groups are active 
and increase efforts to improve police training to keep 
order as well as giving logistical support to the CENI 
(dr) 
 
Burundi: Stop pressure on defenders 

of human rights 
 
On 1 August 2011, 13 Burundian civil society 
organisations sent an open letter to the President of the 
 
 
 
 
 

Republic to «express their protest and concern at the 
very difficult situation faced by defenders of human 
rights in Burundi». This situation is «particularly 
marked by the use of the justice system and some other 
services to put pressure on defenders of human rights». 
The signatories state that they are «greatly concerned by 
untimely summonses of journalists from certain media 
organisations by the state ministry » and «protest 
against recourse to preventive detention in situations 
where it is not justified, thus instantly violating the 
liberty of citizens which is a fundamental human right 
and violating the principle of the presumption of 
innocence ». (jn) 
 
Burundi: Urgency of justice for Ernest 

Manirumva 
 
On 15 July 2011 seven Burundian and international 
NGOs reiterated the urgency of making further inquiries 
into the assassination of Ernest Manirumva, the former 
vice president of the Observatory of the Struggle against 
Corruption and Economic Malpractice (OLUCOME), 
who was killed on 9 April 2009.  They agreed to re-
launch the campaign « Justice for Ernest Manirumva » 
which began on 15 June 2011. They regretted that a 
medico-legal inquest recommended by the FBI had not 
been followed. On 10 September 2011, several 
Burundian civil society organisations also organised a 
press conference to re-launch the campaign. They took 
advantage of this occasion to «condemn the 
assassinations and killings of citizens of all political 
persuasions which we have seen in recent times all over 
the country without any investigations being mad ». (jn) 
 
OENZ: the Dodd Frank Act in the DRC 
 
In its September 2011 dossier the Ecumenical Network 
in Central Africa (OENZ) analyses the effects of the 
Dodd Frank law which will come into effect in the 
United States in January 2012. Its main provisions will 
chiefly make payment flows on the American financial 
market transparent.  Articles 1502 and 1504 propose 
explicitly to stop the financing of rebel groups in the 
DRC and acts of war paid for by the sale of primary 
mineral products such as coltan, tin, zinc, copper etc.  
Unfortunately, even before the Dodd Frank law comes 
into effect legal trade in Congolese primary products has 
dropped while illegal exports have rapidly increased. To 
avoid undesirable secondary effects which work against 
peaceful objectives, the OENZ proposes ten conditions 
including that  «the demilitarisation of the mining region 
is a sine qua non ». (jn) 
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Documents on the Great Lakes region 
 July-August 2011 

 
This list represents a selection of key documents received by EURAC over the last month.  The list is 
by no means complete.  The content of the documents binds only their authors and does not reflect 
the opinion of EurAC or its members. All the documents now have a hyperlink and can thus be 
downloaded from the electronic version of this bulletin. The links take you to our website or 
to the website of the organisations which originally published them. If you face problems 
downloading them or if you would prefer a hard copy, we will be happy to forward any 
documents to you.  Please send any requests to secretariat@eurac-network.org 
 
 

   
  Regional 

perspectives 
 
Les pays des Grands Lacs en 
quête d’un nouveau leadership 
Freddy Monsa Iyaka Duku, Le 
Congo, Kinshasa, 09/08/11, 4 p. 
 
Efforts to End LRA Falter 
Enough, Washington DC, 
08/07/11, 3 p. 
 
Grâce à Panos Paris : 12 radios 
des Grands Lacs décident 
d’échanger les informations 
L’Avenir, Kinshasa, 27/07/11,  
1 p.  
 
Déclaration  finale de l’atelier sur 
le suivi de l’Initiative régionale de 
lutte conrre l’exploitation illégale 
des ressources naturelles 
CIRGL, Bunia, 12/07/11, 5 p. 
 
Voyage dans l'Afrique des Grands 
Lacs 
Jean-Bernard Gervais, Gervais le 
Pitret, 03/09/11, 8 p. 
 
Déclaration du Forum des 
Editeurs de presse de l’Afrique 
centrale  
Forum des Editeurs, N’Djaména, 
27/07/11, 2 p. 
 
Déclaration des gouverneurs 
africains de la BM et du FMI 
Le Groupe africain, Kinshasa, 
04/08/11, 4 p. 
 
Guest Blog: The Lord's 
Resistance Army and Us  
Congo Siasa, Kinshasa, 23/08/11, 
3 p. 
 
 

DRC: Human Rights 
 
Concerning: alarming situation of 
human rights defenders journalists and 
opposition leaders in the DRC 
Cordaid and others, Brussels, 20/09/11, 
2 p. 
 
Appel à l’adoption du projet de loi sur 
la protection des défenseurs des Droits 
de l’Homme 
FIDH et OMCT, Paris, 24/08/11, 1 p. 
 
Le RENADHOC encourage 
l’Assemblée Nationale à adopter le 
projet de loi sur le fonctionnement de 
la CNIDH 
RENADHOC, Kinshasa, 16/08/11, 2 p. 
 
DRC: Churches 
 
Appel des évêques de la CENCO à la 
paix face aux violences en cette 
période pré-électorale 
CENCO, Kinshasa, 08/09/11, 3 p.  
 
Appel des chefs des Confessions 
religieuses pour des élections apaisées 
en RD Congo 
CENCO et autres, Kinshasa, 09/08/11, 
8 p.  
 
DRC: Elections 
 
EurAc and AETA are concerned at the 
potential for violence during the 
electoral process in the DRC 
EurAc, Brussels, 16/09/11, 1 p.  
 

Violences politiques du 05 et 06 
Septembre 2011 
AETA, Kinshasa, 06/09/11, 3 p.  
 
Analysis: Quagmire in east set to 
blight DRC elections 
IRIN, Goma, 26/07/11, 4 p. 
 
The Electoral Process Seen from 
the East 
ICG, Brussels, 05/09/11, 2 p. 
 
Mémorandum de la société civile 
pour des élections libres, 
transparentes et démocratiques 
ASADHO et autres, Kinshasa, 
09/07/11, 4 p. 
 
DRC: Justice  
 
Le parlement devrait adopter la loi 
créant une cours spécialisée mixte 
ASADHO et autres, Kinshasa, 
17/08/11, 4 p. 
 
The time for justice is now: New 
strategy needed in the DRC 
AI, London, 10/08/11, 12 p.  
 
DRC: Press 
 
Déclaration des Femmes des 
Médias 
AFM, Kinshasa, 25/08/11, 1 p.  
 
Worsening climate Death threats 
against Journalist in Danger’s two 
leaders 
RWB, Paris, 01/09/11, 2 p. 
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DRC: Natural 
Resources  

 
EurAc expresses concern about 
opaque mining sell-offs in 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
EurAc, Brussels, 13/09/11, 2 p. 
 
Affaire cassitérite de la 
MONUSCO  
COJESKI, Kinshasa, 23/08/11, 4 p. 
 
Burundi: 

Agriculture 
 
Stabiliser le Burundi rural  
FAO, Bujumbura, 24/06/2011, 2 p. 
 
Burundi: Human 

Rights 
 
Aprodh dénonce un plan macabre 
d’assassinat dénommé "Safisha 
@rib news, Charleroi, 06/09/11,  
2 p. 
 
FNL : Eliminés un à un  
Dieudonné Hakizimana Christian 
Bigirimana Elyse Ngabire, Journal 
Iwacu, Bujumbura, 03/09/11, 5 p. 
 
Déclaration de la CNIDH sur le 
massacre de Gatumba 
Frère Emmanuel Ntakarutimana 
Bujumbura, 20/09/11, 3 p. 
 
Les défenseurs des droits humains 
font face à de nombreux défis  
COSOME, Bujumbura, 20/07/11,  
2 p. 
 
Menaces, intimidations et 
hercèlements répétitifs infligés aux 
membres de l’OLUCOME 
OLUCOME, Bujumbura, 25/05/11, 
2 p. 
 
Lettre ouverte sur la situation des 
défenseurs des Droits de l’Homme 
au Burundi. 
Ligue Iteka et autres, Bujumbura, 
01/08/11, 4 p. 
 
Le massacre de Gatumba : 
Condamnations et commentaires 
CNIDH et autres, Bujumbura, 
20/09/11, 7 p. 
 
Stop Harassing Lawyers and 
Journalists 
HRW, New York, 11/08/11, 3 p. 
 

Burundi: Justice 
 
Cascade d’emprisonnements dans 
les milieux judiciaires 
OAG et autres, Bujumbura, 
28/07/11, 10 p. 
 
Investigate Deadly Bar Shooting 
HRW, London, 20/09/11, 4 p. 
 
Targeted Investigations and timely 
justice needed in Ernest Manirumva 
assassination case 
FIDH and OMCT, Paris, 15/07/11,  
3 p. 
 
Burundi urged to release prominent 
lawyers jailed on spurious charges 
AI, London, 28/07/11, 2 p. 
 
Etude de Base sur l’aide juridique et 
l’assistance judiciaire au Burundi 
ASF, Bruxelles, 01/08/11, 134 p. 
 
Burundi: Politics 
 
Enrichissement insolent, 
paupérisation généralisée 
Faustin Ndikumana, Bujumbura, 
03/07/11, 2  p.  
 
Burundi: Press 
 
Hounded: Radio journalists 
repeatedly summoned, fuelling 
hostile climate for media freedom 
RWB, Paris, 29/07/11, 3 p. 
 
Burundi government harassing 
independent broadcasters 
CPJ, New York,03/08/11, 3 p. 
 
Rwanda: Agriculture 
 
The authoritarian face of the "Green 
Revolution": Rwanda capitulates to 
agribusiness 
Manuel Milz, GRAIN, Barcelona, 
08/09/11, 9 p.  
 
Rwanda: Army 
 
Remaniement à la tête des 
principaux services de 
renseignement du Rwanda : un 
durcissement du régime ?  
Jambonews.net, Bruxelles, 
19/07/11, 7 p. 
 

Rwanda: Human 
Rights 

 
Stop Intimidating Regional Human 
Rights Group 
HRW, New York, 23/08/11, 3 p. 
 
Protestation du RENADHOC contre 
l'arrestation de 2 membres de la LDGL 
RENADHOC, Kinshasa, 21/08/11,  
2 p. 
 
A British official was attacked in 
Kigali 
Jambo news, Brussels, 06/07/11,  
3 p. 
 
Communiqué de la LDGL sur 
l’arrestation de son président et du 
secrétaire exécutif 
LDGL, Kigali, 23/08/11, 2 p. 
 
Rwanda: Economy 
 
Le MINALOC pointé du doigt dans la 
disparition de plus d’un milliards Frw  
RNA, Kigali, 05/09/11, 1 p. 
 
Rwanda: Politics 
 
Assessing Risks to Stability 
CSIS, Washington, 30/06/11, 30 p. 
 
RNC et FDU, un même agenda pour le 
changement 
Echos d’Afrique, Bruxelles, 01/08/11, 
4 p. 
 
SOS pour le Rwanda 
Emmanuel Munyaruguru, Tromsø, 
09/08/11, 3 p. 
 
Panique dans la communauté 
rwandaise et congolaise du Canada  
Emmanuel Hakizimana et Jean Marie 
Mousenga, Montréal, 04/08/11, 2 p. 
 
Rwanda: Press 
 
La presse pro régime agite le spectre 
de l’ethnisme pour diaboliser 
l’opposition politique 
Emmanuel Neretse, Echos d’Afrique, 
Bruxelles,30/06/11, 3 p. 
 
Newspaper hounded Bimonthly 
decides to suspend publication after 
receiving threats 
RWB, Paris, 31/08/11, 2 p. 
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