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DACAAR provides safe water for more than 29,757 Afghans with funds from ECHO  
 
Kabul, 16 June 2011

  
DACAAR has successfully completed its “Provision of relief, assistance and livelihoods to 
returnees and vulnerable host communities in Afghanistan” project funded by the European 
Commission’s office of Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO). Between 1 June 2010 and 31 
May 2011 DACAAR completed the implementation of the project based on ECHO’s funding of 1.2 
million Euros.   
 
During the ECHO project implementation DACAAR provides safe water to over 29,757 Afghans 
among returnee, IDPs and vulnerable host communities by means of permanent water points. Overall, 
the project constructed 197 water points (164 tube wells+ 33 stand posts), installed 585 demonstration 
latrines, 4,362 families receive hygiene training and hygiene kits in Nangarhar, Laghman and Farah 
provinces of Afghanistan. 

In addition to water and sanitary activities, DACAAR provided capacity building of rural communities 
and created sustainable livelihoods through home based poultry raising and vocational training. This 
will give Afghan people skills related to pipe fitting, generator maintenance, motorcycle and car 
engine repair, and tailoring. All of these skills are necessary to direct and manage the development 
processes of vulnerable returnees and members of the host communities in Laghman provinces. 75 
men and 37 women benefitted from vocational training and 7332 chickens were distributed to 611 
women who struggle to provide for their families as a result of the limited and low paying job 
opportunities. 

Access to basic needs, such as food, water and shelter, are likely to be a returnees' first priority on 
return to Afghanistan. So in this case, DACAAR committed to implement its Water and Sanitation and 
Rural Development programmes in the mentioned provinces. Since 2002 more than five million 
Afghan refugees have returned from Pakistan and Iran. Many find themselves with no option but to 
settle in unoccupied rural areas where there is a lack of basic amenities. Lack of access to safe water 
constitutes the largest obstacle to the livelihoods of these families. 

Through the provision of safe water, vocational training and poultry with ECHO funds, DACAAR is 
supporting the sustainable reintegration of Afghan returnees. Host community members will benefit as 
the strain put on already limited community resources by high rates of return will be mitigated. 
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             The European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid department supports relief activities for vulnerable 
             people in crisis zones around the world.  


