
 
La Niña / Drought Update  
The gu rains in Somali Region are now reported to be withdrawing in areas including Afder, Gode, Korahe, Liben and Warder 
zones. The belated arrival of the gu/ganna rains in May temporarily relieved the severe water shortages experienced between 
February and April in many pastoral and agro-pastoral areas, improving water availability and browse regeneration and reducing the 
need for water trucking except in pocket areas of Somali, Oromia, Afar and Amhara. However, the overall performance of the rains 
this year was below normal, with water sources only partially recharged and pasture not fully replenished in most pastoral areas of 
Somali, Oromia and SNNP regions. Meanwhile, the National Meteorological Agency (NMA) has confirmed that sea surface 
temperatures have returned to near normal in the central Pacific, but that La Niña atmospheric conditions persist, with rainfall 
forecasts confirming the return of dry weather conditions in the southern rangelands of Somali and eastern Afar in the coming 
weeks. At the same time, above-normal rains are expected in the northern highlands.  The NMA has, therefore, issued river and 
flash flood warnings for different parts of the country.  For highland areas, the NMA also issued guidance to agriculture extension 
workers to support small-holder farmers’ access to seed in the event of a need to replant due to flooding, and to pesticides to control 
wheat rust and ensure good weed control for good yields. For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org & adrian.cullis@fao.org 
 
Volcanic Eruption in Border Area   
A series of moderate earthquakes of an average magnitude of 5.6 occurred around the Ethiopia-Eritrea border area on 12 June, 
provoking volcanic eruptions in the Nabro area, southeastern Danakil province (Eritrea). No major damage has been reported from 
the earthquakes, however, the volcanic eruptions released a thick ash plume that rose as high as 13.5 km, covering the skies in 
parts of Afar and Tigray regions. Partners report that Afdera, Bidu, Erebti and Teru woredas of Afar have been affected by ash 
clouds. The Afar Regional Disaster Prevention and Food Security Bureau has deployed a team to assess the situation and identify 
immediate needs. Among the priority concerns are potential contamination of water sources and possible impact on human and 
animal health. Essential items such as masks and water purification materials are in the Regional Health Bureau’s stores. With 
support from the Geology Department of Addis Ababa University, further analysis of the situation is ongoing. For more information, 
contact: For more information, contact: teshome.a@scuk.org.et & ocha-eth@un.org  
 
WASH Update  
With the reduction in water trucking requirements, the sector’s priorities are focused on rehabilitation of water schemes, sanitation 
and preparedness for flooding in flood-prone areas.  The recent rains, coupled with existing risk factors such as poor hygiene and 
sanitation practices, have elevated the threat of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) in areas previously affected by outbreaks. WASH 
partners in Afar, SNNP and Somali are continuing AWD preparedness and prevention activities. The Afar Regional Water Bureau 
has started disinfecting water reservoirs as a preparedness measure in AWD prone-woredas. The Bureau, APDA and PCI are 
distributing WASH supplies, including household water treatment chemicals, soaps and jerry cans. With APDA support, 10 woredas 
at high risk of AWD have developed AWD contingency plans. In Oromia, following concerns from partners over the distribution of 
water treatment chemicals and their utilization at community level, a team led by the Oromia Water Management & Energy Bureau 
and comprising the RHB, UNICEF, CARE, GOAL, IRC and COOPI is undertaking an assessment of needs and gaps for water 
treatment chemicals in hot spot areas of the region. For more information, contact: aayele@unicef.org 
 
Nutrition Update 
The deteriorating nutritional situation in La Niña-affected woredas continues to raise concern, with admission rates at stabilization 
centres and outpatient therapeutic feeding programmes (OTPs) increasing in parts of Gamo Gofa, Guraghe, Hadya, Sidama, Silitie, 
and Wolayita zones and Burji and Halaba special woredas of SNNPR, as reported during the monthly Child Survival and 
Development meeting. National admissions to Therapeutic Feeding Programmes (TFPs) increased by 15 per cent nationally in 
April, with 25,427 admissions. In particular, SNNPR saw a 90 per cent increase in TFP admissions from March to April, with the 
monthly caseload rising from 6,500 to 12,400. Admissions in other regions were relatively stable for the period. In response, the 
Government and nutrition partners continue to roll out TFP services in line with the decentralization plan for SAM management.  
Between January and April 2011, 460 additional TFP sites were established, reflecting an increase of six per cent over the 7,645 
sites operating as of December 2010. In priority 1, 2 and 3 woredas of Afar, Amhara, Oromia, SNNP, Somali and Tigray regions, 76 
per cent of health posts and 58 per cent of health centers are providing outpatient therapeutic feeding programme (OTP) services, 
while 22 per cent of health centers and 97 per cent of hospitals are providing inpatient TFPs. According to the April TFP data, the 
performance of the programme is rated as ‘good’, with all indicators for cure, death and default rates above national and Sphere 
standards. However, despite increased access and quality of the programme, the inadequate response of the targeted 
supplementary feeding (TSF) programme is negatively affecting SAM prevention and management. For more information, contact: 
aayele@unicef.org 
 

Health Update 
According to the Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Institute (EHNRI), the number of new measles cases reported between 30 May and 
5 June 2011 decreased by 24.7 percent from the previous week, i.e. from 85 cases to 64 cases. The new cases were reported from 
Tigray (41 cases) and SNNPR (23 cases). No deaths were reported. The two regions have the highest overall number of cases in 
2011 in the country. In Tigray, the number of new cases in the week covered is higher than the sum of cases in the two previous 
weeks.  
 

According to the Tigray RHB, sporadic cases of anthrax have been reported from different woredas in the region. Meanwhile, 45 
new cases of rabies were reported from Endaslassie woreda of in Northwestern zone (Tigray), an eight-fold increase over the 
previous week. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 
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