
Key highlights from the FSNWG meeting held on October 18, 2012 (FSNWG, 18/10/12) 

 The seasonal harvests have reached both households and markets in the region improving food 
availability and access. This has caused a decrease in staple food prices and an increase in food 
security. Between July and August 2012, grain prices declined in the majority of regional markets 
in Rwanda, Uganda, Kenya, South Sudan and Sudan. However, stressed and crisis levels of food     
insecurity (IPC Phase 2 & 3) persists in many areas.  

 In Sudan, the harvest of the 2012 sorghum and millet crops is expected to start from late          
October with favourable production prospects. Cereal production is projected at 5.2 million    
metric tonnes, which is well above last year’s drought affected season and about 15% above the   
5-year average. 

 The forecast for normal to above normal seasonal rainfall for November – December 2012 in 
eastern Africa is confirmed as a result of both the moderate El Niño/La Niña-Southern Oscillation 
(ENSO) anomaly and the favourable conditions in the Indian Ocean.  

 Civil insecurity persists in eastern DRC  (North Kivu) with over 260,000 people displaced  in  the 
past months and 70,000 Congolese are estimated to have fled into Rwanda and Uganda. While 
the  seasonal national IPC analysis is on-going, the food security situation is expected to remain 
critical. 

 The seasonal flooding affecting six states in the Republic of South Sudan is expected to               
significantly impact the performance of crops and livestock due to reduced production, availability 
of pasture and forced abnormal migration.  

Localized torrential rains have caused flooding in the region. The risk remains very high as the seasonal rains begin.  FEWS NET, 18 Oct 2012 ; FSNWG, 18/10/12 ; UNOCHA, 18/10/12 

 During the past weeks localized thunderstorms have caused flooding in some areas of northern and southern Somalia. Close to 18,000 households have been displaced. Flash floods 
are foreseen in northeastern Somalia as tropical storm “MURJAN” passes over the Horn of Africa (FAO-SWALIM, 25th October) 

 Exceptionally heavy rains have triggered widespread flash floods, affecting about 240,000 people in several states of Sudan.  

 In the Republic of South Sudan, 260,000 people have been affected so far by seasonal flooding. The most affected states are Jonglei, Lakes, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Unity, Upper 
Nile and Warrap. It is anticipated that floods will significantly impact the performance of seasonal crops.   

 Heavy rains over central Kenya during the past few weeks have resulted in flooding with at least six fatalities caused in Meru district. 
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http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/events/detail/en/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=162742&cHash=2522026102ee6007ed2f975fcc27712c
http://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/humanitarian-bulletin-eastern-africa-issue-16-29-september-%E2%80%93-15
http://www.faoswalim.org/sites/default/files/Storm_Alert_20121025-Eng.pdf
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg


FSNWG El Niño Taskforce Products  

The alert which will soon be released features:  

 Current flood risk map (Basin Excessive Rainfall 
Map); 

 Rainfall forecast; 

 Flood prone map areas; and 

 Advisory and delineation of flood risk areas. 

Focus on resilience (FSNWG, 18/10/12) 

 This month, the FSNWG focused on resilience building, especially looking at agri-
cultural opportunities with the forecasted above normal – normal rains.  

 UNDP has commissioned Catherine Fitz-Gibbon and Courtney Cabot Venton to 
develop a quantitative impact assessment methodology to measure the impact of 
DRR interventions at community level. They will be undertaking field trials to pilot 
the methodology in Uganda and Kenya in the next month and will be feeding back 
early 2013. It will be an outcome based approach, trying to match resilience       
indicators as identified by the communities using the DFID Sustainable Livelihood 
Framework. (follow the link for more on the framework diagram ) 

 WFP, FAO and UNICEF have developed a joint resilience strategy for Somalia     
consisting of 3 building blocks; enhanced productive sectors, access to basic      

services and safety nets for social protection. The strategy will look at mainstreaming humanitarian and development    
practices, consolidating long term investment and involving a paradigm shift towards crisis prevention and local stability. To 
understand resilience in Somalia, a pilot assessment is being carried out in Dolow district. 

The main messages  coming from the meeting discussions were: 

 Resilience building must be considered as multi-dimensional, dynamic and variable between different households.  

 Is it possible to differentiate between sustainable development and resilience building? 

 Livelihood diversification and definition is changing in Somalia (although relevant for the region). Households are no longer 
fitting into traditional livelihood systems due to mobility in and out of livelihood groups and zones. Programmes involving 
safety nets, basic services and livelihood support must be designed to follow the peoples’ changing needs. 

 The IGAD Drought Disaster Resilience and Sustainability Initiative (IDDRISI) should encourage the developing of their    
country programming plans (CPPs) with civil society and community consultation. 

 We must look at a holistic market system approach. Rather than focusing on the challenges and finding solutions, we must 
concentrate on the opportunities and map these out for a way forward towards resilience. There is a need for an inter-face 
between the technical and anthropology, making sure all interventions are socially acceptable within different political   
contexts. 

Normal to above normal rain season (IRI, October 
2012 ) 

 Seasonal rains 
started in the re-
gion in early Octo-
ber but are yet to 
fully establish in 
the agricultural 
short rains de-
pendent areas. 

 Despite the fact 
that an El Niño 
event in the Pacific 
Ocean has not 
been declared by 
WMO, because the 
t e m p e r a t u r e 
anomalies are  
relatively weak, 
the forecast for 

normal to above normal seasonal rainfall in eastern 
Africa is confirmed as a result of both the moder-
ate ENSO anomaly and the favourable conditions in 
the Indian Ocean. The probability for a normal 
length of the short rainy season with cessation in 
January is increasing.  

About FSNWG: 
The Food Security and Nutrition Working Group (FSNWG) is a Regional multi-sectoral inter-agency Platform for sharing information and building food security consensual situation analysis, promoting mitigation and resilience responses for 
vulnerable households, monitoring cross border market information, and bringing a very broad number of stakeholders together for advocacy and response. It is co-chaired by IGAD and FAO and covers 13 countries: Burundi, Central African 
Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda. For further information visit http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg or email: 
fsn-gha-workinggroup@fao.org 

More Information:  

Please visit: Presentations and Meeting Documents from October 18th 2012 
meeting. 

Upcoming FSNWG Meetings in 2012   

FSNWG meetings: Thurs Nov 15 | Thurs Dec 20  

FSNWG Livestock & Pastoralism subgroup meeting: Tue Nov 13   

Click here for a larger map 
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