
 

Rainfall Forecast 

Seasonal Rainfall Forecast for May-June-July 2012 (ECMWF, 02/04/12) 

 The May-July 2012 seasonal rainfall forecast raises food security 
concerns for the eastern sector of the region (north-eastern Kenya, 
south-eastern Ethiopia, southern Somalia).  

 However, the rainfall forecast for the northern sector of the region 
(western Ethiopia and South Sudan) still looks favourable for May 
2012 and beyond. 

 

Regional Food Security Situation Map (April 2012) 
Source: FSNWG, April 2012 

 

 

 

Regional Food Security Situation and Outlook 

FSNWG             UPDATE 

Food Security and Nutrition Working Group- Central & Eastern Africa                  April 2012 
    

Key Messages from the FSNWG meeting held April 19, 2012 (FSNWG, 19/04/12) 

 Over 9 million people in the region are still in need of humanitarian assistance (FSNWG, 15 Mar 12). 

 The general delayed onset and erratic March-April-May rainfall in the region is causing food security 
concerns as planting was delayed. Most countries in the region remained in stressed and crisis food 
insecurity situation - IPC phases 2 and 3 respectively (as shown on the food security map on the left). 

 Light to very heavy rains have been forecasted in the region during the last week of April with the 
potential risk of localized flooding in Kenya (the lake Victoria region, Rift Valley and central districts). The 
seasonal rainfall forecast for May-July indicate significant rainfall deficits in the eastern Horn, but looks 
favourable in the northern sector of the region (western Ethiopia and South Sudan). 

 The continued border conflicts and civil insecurity in Sudan and South Sudan is likely to precipitate further 
population displacements, disruption of agricultural production, deterioration of livelihoods and lack of 
access to markets, grazing resources and humanitarian assistance.  

 Poor root crop harvest is anticipated in the root crop dependent Southern Nations, Nationalities and 

People's Region (SNNPR) of Ethiopia through June 2012 due to the failed Sapie rains  in Jan-Feb 2012. 

 

Rainfall Performance 

Current Situation (NOAA/CPC, 1 Feb - 23 Apr 2012) 

 Total rainfall received in the region between 1 February 
and 23 April 2012 was characterized by significant delays 
on the onset and erratic distribution of rains in space and 
time. 

 The rainfall anomaly during the same period shows 
substantial rainfall deficits over several parts of the region 
(yellow and red sections on the map). 

 There is an improving trend of vegetation conditions in the 
southern and western sectors of the Horn, but the 
conditions are generally drier-than-normal across the 
sector (NDVI maps, FEWSNET/USGS, 6-15 Apr 2012). 

 The eastern and northern sectors of the Horn are yet to 
recover from the long hot and dry-spell, adversely 
affecting the rangeland resources- mainly water and 
pasture (NDVI maps, FEWSNET/USGS, 6-15 Apr 2012). 

http://www.ecmwf.int/products/forecasts/d/charts/seasonal/forecast/seasonal_range_forecast/group_public/seasonal_charts_public_rain!rain!1%20month!Africa!201204!tercile%20summary!/
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/events/detail/en/?tx_ttnews%5btt_news%5d=134520&cHash=1a6ae83774d635dfc1b8b02ae2be980e
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/events/detail/en/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=127793&cHash=7f2c3ac527a22f7dc72999330e0f0105
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/fews/AFR_CLIM/afr_clim_season.shtml
http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/fews/africa/web/imgbrowsc2.php?extent=eazd
http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/fews/africa/web/imgbrowsc2.php?extent=eazd


 

About FSNWG: 

The Food Security and Nutrition Working Group (FSNWG) is a Regional multi-sectoral inter-agency Platform for sharing information and building food security consensual situation analysis, promoting 
mitigation and resilience responses for vulnerable households, monitoring cross border market information, and bringing a very broad number of stakeholders together for advocacy and response. It is 
co-chaired by IGAD and FAO and covers 13 countries: Burundi, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, 
Tanzania and Uganda. For further information visit http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg or email: fsn-gha-workinggroup@fao.org 

  

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More Information 

Please visit: Presentations and Meeting Documents from April 19, 2012 meeting. 

Upcoming FSNWG Meetings in 2012 

Thurs May 17 | Thurs June 21 | Thurs July 19 | Thurs Aug 16 | Thurs Sept 20 | Thurs Oct 18 

 

  
 
 
 

 

Market Analysis 

FAO Food Price Index (FAO, 05/04/12) 

 The FAO Food Price Index remained nearly 
unchanged in March 2012 from February. There 
was a slight increase of oil prices, while the 
prices of the other food commodities remained 
stable. 

 International prices of cereals stabilized in 
March 2012 due to adequate supplies in the 
markets. 

 
Regional Price Trends (FAO/GIEWS, 27/03/12) 

 Food prices generally remained stable in the 
region in March 2012 but still higher than the 
five-year averages.  

 Cereal prices remained unchanged in most 
markets across the region. Prices in Nairobi, 
Nakuru, Kisumu, Kampala, Dar-es-Salaam, 
Iringa, Mbeya and Mogadishu remained 
unchanged in March 2012. 

 The price of imported rice declined in Somalia 
mainly due to lower international prices coupled 
with the slight appreciation of the Somali 
Shilling against the US dollar. 

 

LRA Regional Update: Jan-Mar 2012 (UNOCHA, 15 Mar 2012) 

 There was an increasing trend of attacks and abductions by the Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) in the first quarter of 2012. 

 LRA incidents have been reported in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) and Central African Republic (CAR) - a total of 53 attacks 
were reported, with 33 cases in DRC and 20 in CAR.  

 No attacks were reported in South Sudan during this period.  

 A total of 90 abductions were also reported in DRC and CAR during 
the same period. 

 So far 445,000 people have been displaced by the LRA incidences. 
 

 

South Sudan (FSNWG, 19 Apr 2012) 

 The Risk Assessment of South Sudan indicates an economic collapse 
occasioned by increasing inflation, devaluation of the local currency and 
limited access to foreign exchange; internal and external conflicts; 
climatic uncertainties as the rains have been forecasted to be below 
average in an already stressed environment; and the politically 
instigated forced migration of South Sudanese living in Sudan to the 
northern regions and areas of current conflict, as well as into areas of 
insurgency. 

 The convergence of multiple shocks onto a population with already low 
resilience can cause a rapid scale up of a medium risk to a crisis mode. 
Humanitarian agencies therefore need to put in place mechanisms to 
prepare for a medium risk scenario but to be prepared for an escalation 
into  a high risk/impact scenario in South Sudan. 

 The South Sudan United Nations Humanitarian Country Team (UNHCT) 
has already declared a “Crisis Response Mode” on 13

th
 April 2012. 

 The continued border conflicts and civil insecurity in South Sudan and 
Sudan is likely to precipitate further population displacements, 
disruption of agricultural production, deterioration of livelihoods and 
lack of access to markets, grazing resources and humanitarian 
assistance.  

  
 

 

http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg
mailto:fsn-gha-workinggroup@fao.org
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/events/detail/en/?tx_ttnews%5btt_news%5d=134520&cHash=1a6ae83774d635dfc1b8b02ae2be980e
http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/wfs-home/foodpricesindex/en/
http://www.fao.org/giews/english/index.htm
http://reliefweb.int/node/490466
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/events/detail/en/?tx_ttnews%5btt_news%5d=134520&cHash=1a6ae83774d635dfc1b8b02ae2be980e

