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Key Messages from the FSNWG meeting held May 17, 2012 (FSNWG, 17/05/12) 

 The current rains intensified late in the season and have largely been beneficial to most parts of the region. 

 However, significant rainfall deficits remain over the eastern horn of the region which is likely to affect crop 
production in eastern Kenya, southern Somalia and southern Ethiopia.  

 According to the 31st Greater Horn of Africa Climate Outlook Forum (GHACOF 31) recently convened from 29th 
to 30th May 2012  in  Djibouti by the IGAD Climate Prediction and Applications Centre (ICPAC) and partners, 
there is increased likelihood of near normal to above normal rainfall over  western and central areas of the 
northern sector of the GHA as well as the western and coastal parts of  the equatorial sector during the June to 
August rainfall season. For the rest of the GHA, June to August period is a dry season and these areas are 
expected to remain generally dry during June to August 2012 (GHACOF 31 statement). 

 In South Sudan, the number of severely food insecure people is likely to rapidly increase in the coming months 

due to the continued border conflicts with Sudan, which has led to trade restrictions and the anticipated influx 

from Sudan.  It is estimated that as many as 4.7 million people could suffer from food insecurity in 2012, with 

an estimated 1 million people severely food insecure (WFP South Sudan, Situation Report 15, 8 – 14 May 

2012). 

 A recent upsurge in violence in eastern DRC has caused internal and external displacements. About 30,000 
refugees have recently crossed to Uganda and 8,000 to Rwanda. 

Rainfall Forecast 

Seasonal Rainfall Forecast for June-July-August 2012 (ECMWF, 01/05/12; ECMWF, 02/05/12   

 Mild to moderate El-Niño conditions have been forecasted in the coming months. However, the 
development of these El-Niño conditions need to be further monitored closely to understand their 
effects on the region’s rainfall later in the year and beyond. During El Niño events, sea temperatures at 
the surface in the central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean become substantially higher than normal. 
This in combination with other factors might cause wetter-than-normal conditions in the east African 
region, but drier-than-normal conditions in south-central African region. 

 The eastern section of the region (eastern and northeastern Kenya, southern Somalia and south eastern 
Ethiopia) remains an area of concern due a delayed start and normal cessation of the current rains (April-
June). The rainfall forecast for the northern sector of the region still looks favourable for May 2012 and 
beyond. 

Democratic Republic of Congo (UNOCHA, 4 May 2012) 

 There is rise in internal and external displacements mainly caused by 
violence and attacks perpetrated by armed groups in eastern DRC. 
These displacements will negatively impact on food security in the 
region as farmers abandon their farms and lose livelihood assets.  

 An upsurge of cholera cases in DRC have been recently reported by the 

World Health Organization (WHO) posing an additional challenge to 

food security as the affected populations cannot effectively engage in 

farming and other livelihood activities. 

 

http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/events/detail/en/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=143299&cHash=7be0044f0b9cdf36
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/library/detail/en/?dyna_fef%5Buid%5D=2091
http://www.ecmwf.int/products/forecasts/d/charts/seasonal/forecast/seasonal_range_forecast/nino_plumes_public_s4/
http://www.ecmwf.int/products/forecasts/d/charts/seasonal/forecast/seasonal_range_forecast/group_public/seasonal_charts_public_rain!2m%20temperature!1%20month!Africa!201205!ensemble%20mean/
http://www.google.co.ke/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&sqi=2&ved=0CHAQFjAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fochaonline.un.org%2FOchaLinkClick.aspx%3Flink%3Docha%26docId%3D1335729&ei=7c3ET-X_PMHn-gaex8j2CQ&usg=AFQjCNEAjgGE3E0m45wNVZIufPFhE6wQxA


 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

About FSNWG: 

The Food Security and Nutrition Working Group (FSNWG) is a Regional multi-sectoral inter-agency Platform for sharing information and building food security consensual situation analysis, promoting 
mitigation and resilience responses for vulnerable households, monitoring cross border market information, and bringing a very broad number of stakeholders together for advocacy and response. It is 
co-chaired by IGAD and FAO and covers 13 countries: Burundi, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, 
Tanzania and Uganda. For further information visit http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg or email: fsn-gha-workinggroup@fao.org 

More Information:  

Please visit: Presentations and Meeting 

Documents from May 17
th

 2012 meeting. 

Upcoming FSNWG Meetings in 2012  

Thurs June 21 | Thurs July 19 | Thurs Aug 16 | 

Thurs Sept 20 | Thurs Oct 18 | Thurs Nov 15 

 

Rainfall Forecast 

Seasonal Rainfall Forecast for June-July-August 2012 (ECMWF, 02/05/12) 

 Mild to moderate El-Niño conditions have been forecasted in the 
coming months. However, the development of these El-Niño conditions 
need to be further monitored closely to understand their effects on the 
region’s rainfall later in the year and beyond. During El Niño events, sea 
temperatures at the surface in the central and eastern tropical Pacific 
Ocean become substantially higher than normal. This in effect causes 
wetter-than-normal conditions in the east African region, but drier-
than-normal conditions in south-central African region. 

 The eastern section of the region (eastern and northeastern 
Kenya, southern Somalia and south eastern Ethiopia) remains an area of 
concern due a delayed start and normal cessation of the current rains 
(April-June). The rainfall forecast for the northern sector of the region 
still looks favourable for May 2012 and beyond. 

  

 

 

 

South Sudan (Food Security and 

Livelihood Cluster, 16/05/12) 

 Prices of the main food 

commodities have increased 

since March to May by 

between 100 and 200 percent 

compared to the 5-year 

average especially in the 

border states of Northern Bahr 

El Ghazal, Unity and Upper Nile 

mainly due to the complete 

closure of the Sudan-South 

Sudan border which has 

hampered the flow of 

commodities. 

The high food prices, low purchasing power and lack of alternative livelihood opportunities will 

most likely affect household’s access to food from the local markets which are the main sources 

of food during the May-August lean period. 

 The complete closure of the Sudan-South Sudan border is a concern to the Border States as 

these areas are farther away from alternative market sources in East Africa and the road 

network is poor. Consequently, there is an acute shortage of fuel and market food stocks are 

declining rapidly and will push prices up further. 

 The new deadline for all South Sudanese to leave Sudan was set at 20th May 2012, thus an influx 

of South Sudanese is anticipated from the Republic of Sudan (WFP South Sudan, Situation Report 

15, 8 – 14 May 2012). 

Rainfall Performance  

Current Situation (NOAA/CPC, 1 Feb – 16 

May 2012) 

 The seasonal rains received in the 

region between 1 February and 16 

May 2012 show more intensity as 

the season progresses. Most areas 

have received between 100 and 

200mm of rainfall during this 

period.  

 The rains received have largely been beneficial to all areas, apart from increased 

floods that are raising new concerns of crop and property damage especially in 

the Lake Victoria region and its environs, central Kenya, Tanzanian coastal strip 

and western Uganda which have received more than 300mm of rain.                

Over 280, 000 people have been displaced by heavy rains and floods in Kenya 

with the worst affected areas in Nyanza, Rift Valley, Coast and Nairobi Provinces. 

 Rainfall anomalies during the same period from 1 February to 16 May 2012 show 

significant rainfall deficits over the eastern Horn. The entire Belg dependent areas 

of southern Ethiopia, the long-rains dependent areas of eastern and north-

eastern Kenya and southern Somalia have so far received only 25-50 percent of 

their normal rainfall as shown on the map. The map shows the percentage of 

normal rainfall received between 1 February and 15 May 2012. Low percentages 

are depicted in dark red (< 5%) to high percentages shown in blue (>600%). 

 There is significant greening of vegetation conditions in the western and parts of 

the central Horn. However, the overall vegetation conditions are significantly 

drier-than-normal across eastern and northeastern Kenya, southern Somalia and 

south eastern Ethiopia. (NDVI maps, FEWSNET/USGS, 6-15 May 2012). 

 Eastern and north-eastern Kenya, southern Somalia and south-eastern Ethiopia 

are yet to recover from the long hot and dry-spell early in the year, adversely 

affecting the rangeland resources (water and pasture). (NDVI maps, 

FEWSNET/USGS, 6-15 May 2012).  

Acute Food Insecurity Current Situation in South Sudan (May 2012).         

Sources: Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster, Adapted from Livelihoods 

Analysis Forum (LAF) Integrated Food Security Phase Classification Map (IPC).  
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