
 

Somalia (FAO-FSNAU, 9 Mar 2012): 

 Recent projections indicate a high likelihood of the Gu rains 
underperforming (75 percent of average across the country), which 
mainly would affect rain fed agriculture in southern regions and 
rangeland conditions.  

 If rains are below average as predicted, additional population 
groups are likely to fall into crisis, mainly among agro-pastoralists 
and pastoralists. Therefore, there isan urgent need to scale up 
resilience activities in the coming months to prevent people from 
losing livelihoods and productive assets and the gains from the 
recent Deyr harvest. 

 
 

 

Kenya (KFSSG, Feb 2012): 

 The recently concluded Kenya 
Short Rains Assessment (SRA), 
indicates stressed food security 
levels (IPC phase 2) in most 
parts of the country. 

 There are improvements in the 
malnutrition rates in areas of 
concern, but they are still 
above the 5-year average. 

 The main threats to food 
security include: resource-
based conflicts and insecurity, 
high food prices, endemic 
livestock diseases and pests. 

 

 

 

Regional Food Security Situation Map March 2011 
Source: FSNWG, March 2012 

 

Refugee Overview in the region (UNHCR, 14 Mar 2012): 

Uganda: The total number of refugees in Uganda is 165,182. Since 

July 2011, 4,058 refugees have arrived from DRC, with 2,287 

arriving last month. 

Dadaab, Kenya:  The Cholera outbreak is over, but there is an 

ongoing Measles outbreak. The next mass MUAC screening will be 

held on March 26. Currently, there is no new-arrival registration 

taking place.  

Dolo Ado, Ethiopia:  Currently, there are 146,575 refugees with 

13,897 new arrivals in 2012. There are ongoing nutrition surveys 

taking place in Bolk, Melk and Bur.  

Displacement from Sudan to South Sudan and Ethiopia:  

There are currently 131,245 refugees from Sudan in South Sudan, 

including 6,982 new arrivals in 2012. There is a large stress on the 

humanitarian response. Now, there are 53,215 refugees from 

Sudan in Ethiopia. Food distribution is on-going.    

 

 

Regional Food Security situation and outlook 

FSNWG             UPDATE 

Food security and Nutrition Working Group - Central & Eastern Africa                  March 2012 
    

Key Messages from the FSNWG meeting held March 15, 2012 (FSNWG, 15/3/12): 

 There is a significant improvement in the food security situation in the region, but many areas remain in 
stressed and crisis levels (IPC phase 2 and 3).  

 There are currently more than 9 million people in need in the region, which is a slight decline from the 10.4 
million reported in February 2012. 

 March to May 2012 seasonal rainfall forecast raises food security concerns for the eastern part of the 
region, with poor rainfall distribution in both space and time. 

 The nutrition situation in the region seems to have improved progressively since the end of 2011; it has 
not decreased to pre-crisis 2011 levels, however. Usual seasonal peak of malnutrition is expected between 
March and July/August (general across the region with possible local differences). 

 In the states of South Sudan bordering Sudan, the food security situation is expected to worsen in the 
coming months, with the key drivers being cereal deficits, border closures, high food prices and conflicts. 
The shutdown of the oil production, with a related macro-economic shock, and the end of the moratorium 
period are also likely to worsen the situation. 

 

 

http://fsnau.org/
http://www.kenyafoodsecurity.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=122&Itemid=113
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg
../../../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/IT7UFRMH/typo3.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/drought/docs/Refugee%20updates%20(March%202012).pdf
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/events/detail/en/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=127793&cHash=7f2c3ac527a22f7dc72999330e0f0105


 

Rainfall performance and Forecast: 

Current situation (NOAA/CPC; USGS/FEWSNET): 

• The total cumulative rainfall in the region from February 1 to March 10 

shows slight deficits. 

• The situation improved in the last 10 days of February and in early 

March, however. 

• Current vegetation anomalies show a rapid deterioration of vegetation 

due to abnormally dry and very hot conditions. 
 

Seasonal Rainfall Forecast for March-May 2012 (FEWSNET, 9/3/12): 

• March-May seasonal rainfall forecast raises food security concerns for 

the eastern sector of the region. This is highlighted with a dark yellow 

band on the map below, indicating increased likelihood of below normal 

to normal rainfall performance, with poor rainfall distribution in both 

space and time. This is unfavorable for agro-pastoral production< both, 

crop and livestock. 

• The rest of the region, which relies on long-rains, is likely to experience 

normal to above normal rainfall. 

 
 Seasonal forecast by the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather 

Forecast (ECMWF) shows minimal rainfall in the eastern horn.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information: 

Please visit: Presentation and Meeting Documents from March 15, 2012 meeting. 

Upcoming FSNWG meetings in 2012: 

Thurs April 19 | Thurs May 17 | Thurs June 21 | Thurs July 19 | Thurs Aug 16 | Thurs Sept 20  

 

  
 
 
 

Market Analysis 
FAO Price Index (FAO, 8/3/12): 

 The FAO Food Price Index rose marginally by 1% in 
February. The increase was mostly driven by higher 
prices of sugar, oils and cereals. 

 International prices of cereals stabilized in recent 
weeks with tightening wheat supplies and concerns 
over the impact of severe cold weather in Europe 
and the Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS). 

 

 

Regional price trends (GIEWS, March 2012): 

 A general increase of cereal prices 
continued in February, except in Kenya and 
Somalia. 

 In Somalia, although prices of cereals have 
dropped, they remain above the 5 year 
average. 

 Maize prices have recently increased in 
most markets in the region, mainly in Dar 
es Salaam, Addis Ababa and Kampala, but a 
notable drop in the price of maize was 
reported in Nairobi. 

 

 

 

 An analysis of historical 
rainfall indicates eight 
poor seasons since 1979. 
Six of these seasons have 
occurred since 2000. 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/fews/AFR_CLIM/afr_clim_season.shtml
http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/fews/africa/web/imgbrowsc2.php?extent=eazd
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/SR_EA_MarchMay%20rainfall%20forecasts_030912final.pdf
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/events/detail/en/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=127793&cHash=7f2c3ac527a22f7dc72999330e0f0105
http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/wfs-home/foodpricesindex/en/
http://www.fao.org/docrep/015/al985e/al985e00.pdf


 

About FSNWG: 

The Food Security and Nutrition Working Group (FSNWG) is a Regional multi-sectoral inter-agency Platform for sharing information and building food security consensual situation analysis, promoting 
mitigation and resilience responses for vulnerable households, monitoring cross border market information, and bringing a very broad number of stakeholders together for advocacy and response. It is 
co-chaired by IGAD and FAO and covers 13 countries: Burundi, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, 
Tanzania and Uganda. For further information visit http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg or email: fsn-gha-workinggroup@fao.org 

December 2011 Food Security map  

for South Sudan 

(Dec. 2011-March 2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: South Sudan Food Security Technical Secretariat (FSTS), Dec 2011 

Note: This is the last available IPC map produced by the 

South Sudan FSTS.  The next update is scheduled for April 

2012. 

South Sudan – Food security forecast 
The shutdown of the oil pipeline was completed in February 2012. Oil sales account for more than 90 percent of the 

government revenue. Consequently, the Government has started to implement severe cuts in its spending. This could 

affect the Government’s emergency response capacity.  

Moreover, stripped of incoming oil cash, the Government’s ability to maintain a stable exchange rate is diminished, 

putting depreciating pressure on the South Sudanese Pound and creating inflation. This would not only further 

undermine households’ purchasing power but would also increase transport fees – market studies have previously 

established that transport costs account for nearly 30 percent of food commodities prices in South Sudan. As fuel itself 

has to be imported, this drives up the prices of food and non-food items – both imported and non-imported. As a result, 

households’ ability to obtain food and non-food items from the markets, which are one of the main sources of food in 

South Sudan will diminish. Food prices have persistently remained high with white sorghum prices generally well above 

last year’s prices (+33–162 percent) and the five-year average (+55-249 percent) (WFP). This highlights the impact on 

prices of 2011’s below-average harvests and reduced sorghum imports from Sudan. Price increases have particularly 

impacted states currently facing crisis levels of food insecurity.  

The Greater Horn of Africa Consensus Outlook Forecast from March to May 2012 predicts a higher probability of above 

normal rainfall than below normal across the country, particularly benefiting the Greater Equatoria region, where the 

March-May season accounts for 40-60 percent of the annual food production (IGAD Climate Prediction and Applications Centre 

(ICPAC) and partners, February 29, 2012). 

Recently, the governments of Sudan and South Sudan have agreed on a basic agreement to give nationals of the other 

state basic citizen rights. Previous record of broken agreements makes this uncertain. Recently, the Sudanese 

government established April 8 as the deadline for South Sudanese citizens to obtain work or residency permits. Were 

the deadline to hold, about 500,000 people could return to South Sudan (Food Security and Livelihood Sector of South Sudan). 

The next Livelihood Analysis Forum (LAF) is planned on 10-13 April in Juba (to be confirmed) to update the food security 

outlook for April-July 2012.  

Key message for South Sudan  

The key drivers remain unchanged: there are cereal deficits, 

border closures and disputes, high food prices, conflict and 

continued incursion along the Sudan/South Sudan border.  
 

The shutdown of the oil pipeline is completed and oil 

revenues have come to a halt, forcing severe government 

spending cuts. Macro-economic shocks are expected. 

Anticipated steep currency depreciation and inflation will 

diminish households’ capacity to acquire food and non-food 

items in the markets. 

 

 

 

Special Feature: South Sudan 

South Sudan - Overview of the food security situation 

 The overall food security situation for millions of South Sudanese is of great concern.  

 The key drivers remain unchanged – cereal deficits, border closures, high food prices, conflict and continued incursion 

along Sudan/South Sudan border. 

 The uncertain security along the Sudan-South Sudan border, together with severely reduced government oil revenues 

and continued armed conflict in some parts of the country, are expected to reduce the capacity of households to cope. 

http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg
mailto:fsn-gha-workinggroup@fao.org

