
 

Feedback on the Relevance of the  
Liberia Food Security Assessment Report 

Introduction 
To document lessons learned from the Liberia Food Security Assessment 2015, a survey 
was designed to obtain feedback from Food Security actors in Liberia regarding the 
usefulness and extent to which the report has met planned objectives to bridge 
information gaps and support programming processes. 
 
The survey aimed to address the following aspects of the report:  

1. Application 
2. Timeliness 
3. Validity 
4. Information Gaps 
5. Accessibility 

 
The paper survey was distributed to the wider Food Security community at the Launch 
Event of the LFSA on November 13th, 2015. Electronic surveys were also sent to the 
members of the Food Security Cluster after the launch in the event that they were unable 
to attend. The questionnaire can be found in Annex 1. 
  
Application 
Over 80 percent of respondents surveyed have used the findings of the assessment. 
Most partners used the findings to guide proposals, but many also referred to the 
findings to adjust current programming and to compare against internal data. A few 
utilized the findings as a model for food security data collection. 
 
Timeliness 
Two-thirds of the respondents experienced timely access to the assessment results. 
Respondents mostly used the findings in July 2015, when the preliminary findings were 
released. They were slightly referenced in August-September (30 percent) and then 
more frequently again in October – November (43 percent). This displays that 
immediate release of findings should be prioritized in the future because the 
information is more useful closer to the collection time of data. 
 
Validity 
54 percent of respondents confirmed that when the preliminary findings were released 
in July 2015, they reflected the reality in the field. The remaining respondents were not 
able to comment on this. Of the partners who spend time in the field, the validity of the 
findings were endorsed. 
 
Information Gaps 
Respondents recommended the inclusion of a quick, consolidated overview of the 
report, lean season and post-harvest measurements, insight on that status of livestock, 



nutrition implications, impact of banning meat and other nutritional foods, information 
on farm to market roads, and a note on methodology to clarify the percent reliability of 
data since it was gathered during the Ebola period. Outside of the Ebola context, 
respondents would also like to see measurements on the impact of climate change on 
food security and nutrition to be taken into consideration for future assessment design. 
 
When asked what respondents believe is the biggest gap in overall food security data in 
Liberia, respondents said there should be quarterly market price monitoring, linkage to 
private sector development, infrastructure, food production and storage, local 
availability and quality of farmer tools, and analysis of crops with highest returns to 
inform long-term strategies. Data should be available more regularly and also include a 
focus on local sustainability, climate smart agriculture, production patterns, funding 
availability, and accountability of implementers. 
 
Accessibility 
To improve access to information from the assessments, respondents recommended to 
have the launch earlier, issue the report to a wider audience such as universities and 
civil society, provide a snapshot overview with more pictographs and online 
infographics, and provide hard copies of the report to cluster members much earlier 
because many do not have access to internet. 
 
Overall Satisfaction 
86 percent of respondents where very or somewhat satisfied with the process leading 
to the completion of the assessment and report. Recommendations to improve the 
process in the future included drawing from county-level enumerators rather than 
Monrovia and then training the enumerators at the field level. The process could include 
a more structured timeline, create sufficient awareness on radio both in Monrovia and 
the field before planning the data collection, include local and grassroots organizations, 
release final findings earlier, and launch earlier. Although this was not within the scope 
of the assessment, other recommendations include performing a follow-up assessment 
after the lean season and collecting data on the impact of climate change on food 
security. 
 
Overall, all respondents noted they were happy with the assessment report. Among 
several reasons, highlights include that it provided pressing information during a time 
when data collection was challenging, it was helpful for planning, fundraising, and 
implementation, and it gave information on a way forward for combatting food 
insecurity. Respondents also recognized its use in serving as a baseline for future 
assessments. 

Conclusion 
There is an opportunity to balance the positive feedback from the food security 
community with an obligation to improve assessments for the future. The Liberia Food 
Security Assessment was successfully implemented with the support from partners, and 
the information produced was timely, valid, and relevant to partners and the wider 
community. In the future, emphasis should be placed on a timelier launch of the 
information to provide food security actors an opportunity to engage in the findings in a 
forum setting. Information can also be more accessible through simpler and user-
friendly data visualization while also being mindful of audiences who benefit most from 
hard copy reports. 



Annex 1: Questionnaire 
Liberia Food Security Assessment Survey 

1.  Have you used the findings of the assessment? 
O Yes 
O No 

 

1a) If yes, how have you used the findings? 
O To guide proposals 
O To adjust current programming 
O To compare against internal data 
O To use as a model for food security data collection 
O Other: _______________________ 

 

1b) If yes, when did you use the findings? 
a) July, when the preliminary findings were released 
b) August-September 
c) October-November 

 

2. Did you experience timely access to the assessment results? 
O Yes 
O No 
O Not applicable 

 

3. When the findings were issued in June 2015, did you find they reflected the reality in the field? 
O Yes 
O No 
O Not sure 

 

4. Were there additional measurements that you would have liked to have seen in the assessment?  
 
5. How could the access to information from the assessment have been improved? 
 

6. How would you rate the process leading to the completion of the assessment and report (e.g. 
planning, data collection, anaylsis…)? 
O Very satisfied 
O Somewhat satisfied 
O Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 
O Somewhat dissatisfied 
O Very dissatisfied 

 

6a) Do you have recommendations to help us improve the process in the future? 
 
7. Overall, were you happy with the assessment report? 

O Yes 
O No 

 

7a) Why? 
 
8. What do you think is the biggest gap or need in food security data in Liberia? 
 
9. We invite you to provide a quote on how the assessment has benefitted your organization. We 

may use your quote in Food Security Cluster reports or on the website, and please know we will 
always confirm with you before using the quote. If you would like to maintain anonymity of the 
above data, please e-mail your quote separately to carla.trippe@welthungerhilfe.de. 
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