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TROPICAL CYCLONE ELLA INTENSIFIES INTO CATEGORY 2 

 

Tropical Cyclone Ella intensified overnight and is now a Category 2 system. As of 6am this 

morning, it was located near 14.4 degree South latitude and 176.4 degree West longitude or 

about 430km east-northeast of Vanuabalavu or 450km east-northeast of Udu Point.  It has a 

central pressure of 985 HPA and currently moving west at about 12km/hr (about 6knots). Close 

to its centre, the cyclone is expected to have average winds of up to 95 km/hr (about 50 knots) 

with momentary gusts up to 130 km/hr (about 70 knots). 
 
TC Ella is predicted to maintain a westward track and expected to lie about 220km north of Vanua 

Balavu and about 135 northeast of Udu Point at mid-day tomorrow. On this track, it is expected to 

be located about 115km northeast of Labasa and about 290km east-northeast of Yasa-i-Rara at 

mid-day on Saturday. It is anticipated to its category 2 intensity over the next 48 hours. 

 

A tropical cyclone alert remains in force for Lau and Lomaiviti group, Vanualevu, Taveuni and 

nearby smaller islands. 

 

Furthermore, a strong wind warning remains in force for Lau and Lomaiviti group, Vanua 

Levu, Taveuni and nearby smaller islands. Expect strong southeast winds with an average 

speed of 45km/hr, gusting to 80km/hr. For the rest of Fiji, expect moderate to fresh south to 

southeast winds. 

 

A strong wind warning remains in force for Northern Vanua Levu and Lau Waters, Koro Sea, 

Vatu-i-Ra and Kadavu Passages. Expect rough seas with east to southeast winds 20 to 30 

knots, gusting to 45 knots. For the rest of Fiji waters, southeast winds 15 to 20 knots with gust 

to 30 knots. 

 

Expect occasional showers and few thunderstorms over Lau and Lomaiviti group, Vanua Levu, 

Taveuni and nearby smaller islands. Elsewhere, fine apart from isolated afternoon or evening 

showers and thunderstorms. 

 

The weather will be closely monitored and updates will be provided as any significant changes 

are observed. All communities should remain prepared at all times, take necessary precautions 

when alerts, warnings and advisories are issued. Always keep updated with the latest weather 

bulletins and seek further advice if necessary. 

 

For more details and the latest on weather, please contact the National Weather Forecasting 

Centre on 6736006, 9905376 or visit the Fiji Meteorological Service’s website, 

www.met.gov.fj  

 

ENDS. 

 

http://www.met.gov.fj/


 

Figure 1: Mean Sea Level Weather Map at 6am on 11 May 2017. 

 

Figure 2: Satellite Image at 07.00am on 11 May 2017 (Source: NOAA) 
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Figure 3: Threat Map of TC Ella issued by RSMC, Nadi at 07.30am on 11 May 2017. 

 

Figure 4: Forecast Track Map of TC Ella issued by RSMC, Nadi at 07.21am on 11 May 2017. 

 



 

Figure 7: Radar Image at 5.40am.  


