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FLASH UPDATE:  Mozambique Floods - January 2015 

 

Key highlights 

 Since the red alert declared on 12 January, the heavy rains and floods have affected 157,172 
people (32,711 families) in the country – vast majority of this in Zambezia province; 

 The death toll since the declaration of Red Alert is 120 which 96 were recorded in Zambézia 

 Despite logistical difficulties and initial delays, distribution of relief supplies is underway in all 
accommodation centres.  

 The restoration of electric power is expected by 30 January 2015 in the affected areas in the 
North and Centre region 

 In Zambézia, 456 plots of a targeted 2500 have been assigned and occupied by the affected 
families in various districts  

 Central Government mission led by Prime-Minister visited flood affected areas in Zambézia 
province on 23-24 January 

 In Zambézia, estimated 38,261 ha of crops have been lost 
 

Response to date (Government, HCT and Partners) 
At central level, the UN HCT (Humanitarian Country Team comprised of UN Agencies and NGO’s) is 
finalizing a proposal for approximately $3 million in quick disbursing financial support from the UN 
Central Emergency Response Facility (CERF) managed by OCHA New York. This proposal will be 
submitted on 28 January and concentrates only on immediate live-saving activities for the first 30-45 
days to respond the immediate needs identified in shelter, food, water, protection and logistics. While 
working on CERF proposal, the HCT is also preparing together with local actors, a Response and 
Recovery proposal for the next six months to respond to priorities for livelihood recovery, rehabilitation 
and repair efforts. This will be submitted, to partners/donors in Mozambique for support, in response to 
the official request received on 19 January from the Government of Mozambique via the UN Resident 
Coordinator for mobilization of support from partners in response to the flooding situation.  This 
proposal will be available and sent to partners, donors by 2 February and can be supported through 
Govt, UN Agencies or NGO’s. 
 
At field level, the HCT is closely coordinating with the local and central government bodies and NGOs for 
ensuring the assistance rapidly reaches affected families. A number of assessments are underway 
including a mission from US OFDA currently in Zambezia.  Below are some examples of the activities 
carried out in Zambézia province regarding the humanitarian assistance (not intended as comprehensive 
list).   
 
Health sector 

 6,848 mosquito nets distributed to 13,696 in the accommodation centers in Namacurra, 
Mocuba and Nicoadala (Govt + Cosaca); 

 Medical assistance to about 3,000 people in the accommodation centers (Govt); 
Food Security 

 Distributed about 84 ton of a range of essential food items (Govt, WFP+NGOs); 
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 Vietnam government through MOVITEL has announced a support of US$ 200,000 in food and 
nonfood items (mainly communication equipment and facilities) 
 
 

WASH 

 Provided 4,861 jerry cans, 3,625 buckets, 5,644 bottles of CERTEZA to treat water, 284 slabs and 
250 hygiene kits (Govt, UNICEF+NGOs); 

 Canada via IFRC has committed $1million to Malawi and Mozambique with approx. $250k of this 

for Mozambique WASH, Health, Shelter. 

Shelter 

 Provided 1,129 shelter kits for equal number of families; 

 Distributed 2,192 family kits for equal number of families; 

 2,604 tarpaulins were distributed ( all above is Govt+ IOM + NGO’s) 

 JICA has announced a support of US$ 130,000 in tents and tarpaulins via INGC ; 

Overall Assistance: 

In addition to those indicated above, the Government of Flanders is preparing an unearmarked 
contribution of 146,000 EUR for flood response via the pooled One UN Fund for Mozambique. UNHCT 
coordination is preparing a tracking table of contributions from all sources including Mozambican 
private sector and civil society as well as partners.  Partners and contributors are requested to share 
information of all contribtuions to Claudio.julaia@one.un.org 

 
Challenges/Gaps 

 Access to affected district is limited and this aspect is hindering proper assistance. 

 Speed distribution of the emergency supplies is low. 

 Identification and assignment of plots to the affected families is very slow. 

 Logistical costs high due to road interruptions and need for air transport 

 Electricity outages hampering pace of response and recovery 

Forecast for the coming days  
 
Meteorology: In the next 24h it is foreseen moderate to heavy rains in the North of the country and in 
some areas of Zambézia and Tete provinces; For the next 7 days it is foreseen moderate to locally heavy 
rains in the North region as well as Tete and parts of Zambézia provinces. 
Hydrology/River basins: River basins in alert -  Zambeze and  Licungo in the central region and Lúrio and 
Messalo in the North region. 
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