
 
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org/somalia 

 

 

Situation Overview 
On 2 and 3 October, hundreds of families were arrested and forcefully displaced from Las Canood, Sool Region. Most of the people 
are originally from South West (SWS) and Hirshabelle states, Banadir and a few from Ethiopia. Many displaced have lived there for 
nearly 20 years. According to the Puntland Ministry of Interior (MoI) more than 2,800 people arrived in Gaalkacyo and Harfo 
between 3 and 5 October, and thousands more are expected to arrive in the coming days. Some of the displaced intend to travel 
south to their places of origin. Puntland authorities offered assistance with transportation and other necessities to reach their 
destinations. As of today, 636 people have commenced travelling to Hirshabelle. The MoI has also assisted to relocate 276 families 
(1,656 people) from Harfo to Gaalkacyo today. MoI in collaboration with local administration in Mudug and humanitarian partners 
are planning to conduct an intention survey for those remaining and arriving and support them accordingly. Humanitarian partners 
and the authorities in Puntland agreed to adopt a planning figure of 5,000 – 10,000 people who will likely arrive in parts of Puntland 
in the coming days.  
 

Humanitarian Impact and Needs 
An assessment conducted on 3 October revealed that 30 per cent of the displaced people reported family separation and 
unaccompanied minors during the process of being displaced. The displaced people were forced to abandon their belongings as they 
were put on trucks following the detention. Those who have arrived in Puntland urgently need humanitarian assistance in terms of 
protection services, water, shelter, food, health and other necessities. 
 
Humanitarian coordination and response 
 
Partners have begun the scaling up of the response and are providing available supplies to those who have arrived in Gaalkaayo, 
including food, water, health and temporary shelter assistance.  Humanitarian partners and authorities in Garowe and Gaalkacyo are 
conducting joint regular meetings to plan and respond to the emerging humanitarian situation. The authorities in north Mudug have 
committed to providing land on the outskirts of Gaalkacyo to settle the new arrivals and appealed to humanitarian partners to provide 
other services including access to water, health, shelter, and food. For those wishing to continue traveling south, the Puntland 
administration is planning to provide transport and is liaising with the Galmudug administration for their safe passage. SWS authorities 
intend to provide land for temporary resettlement in Baidoa. Both Puntland and SWS authorities established ministerial committees 
to work with humanitarian partners in addressing the humanitarian needs of the affected.  
 
The Humanitarian Coordinator a.i. for Somalia, OCHA Somalia and Somali NGO Consortium yesterday issued a statement raising 
concerns of humanitarian implications and called for durable solutions for the affected people. Humanitarian partners in 
collaboration with the relevant authorities are also planning to conduct a detailed joint assessment in the coming days. 
 
Ongoing and planned response 
 
• Puntland authorities provided wet meals, water, sleeping materials (mats) and space to the new arrivals from Las Canood. In 

addition, local communities in Gaalkacyo delivered food assistance to some families in Dusmada, on the outskirts of Gaalkacyo. 
• UNICEF in partnership with the Puntland Ministry of Women Development and Family Affairs (MoWDFA) is currently providing 

interim care, family tracing and reunification and referral to child protection and gender-based violence (GBV) services, including 
safe shelter, targeting 80 children for 15 days. The ongoing response from UNICEF (through MoWDFA) also includes  
deployment of 15 social workers to provide psychosocial support, screening and referral to child protection and GBV services for 
a period of 15 days. 
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• UNICEF has also planned to provide daily meals for severely affected children, specifically unaccompanied children, GBV survivors 
and those at risk of GBV. The assistance targets 300 children for a period of 15 days. 

• IOM is sending 500 non-food items (NFI) kits for the affected people. 
• Somali Red Crescent Society (SRCS) assisted 100 children under in Dusamada and Harfo, with Outpatient Therapeutic Care 

Programme services. 
• Plans to provide family tracing series depending on the caseloads are ongoing with support from SRCS. The SRCS will also assist 

24 women with dignity kits. 
• Gaalkacyo Education Center Peace and Development (GECPD) provided 450 blankets and dry food to some 150 families in 

Gaalkacyo and Harfo. 
• Gaalkacyo Medical Foundation delivered 20 housing tents in Dusmada, outskirts of north Gaalkacyo to support the arriving familes 

with temporally shelter. 
• Ministry of Health and SRCS are temporarily doing mobile health clinic assistance in Dusamada, north Gaalkacyo targeting the 

arrivals from Las Canood.  
 

 
Photo Credit: SRCS.  New arrivals from las Canood in Harfo on 3 October 
 

 
Photo Credit: UNHCR.   temporary shelters provided by GMF. Dusmada, Gaalkacyo 
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Photo Credit: SRCS new arrivals receiving OTP services from SRCS in Harfo town 
 
For further information, please contact:  Ogoso Erich Opolot, Head of Communications, Tel+252616548007I Email: ogoso@un.org, Mursal Ali Ahmed | 
Public Information Officer, mursalali@un.org, Tel: +252619150457/+252615679998. Ayub Ahmed | Public Information Officer | Mobile:+252619150463 | 
Email: ayub.ahmed@un.org.  
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