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HIGHLIGHTS 
 More than 1.5 million people 

are affected by severe food 

insecurity.  

 Approximately 172,000 pupils 

enrolled in the north during the 

2013/2014 school year.  

 A survey of almost 4,000 

people in Timbuktu indicated 

that 78 per cent are still 

psychologically affected by the 

conflict. 

KEY FIGURES 

# IDPs (Source: 

Commission on 
Population 
Movements) 

187,000  

# refugees 
(Source: UNHCR) 

170,000  

# people who 
returned to Gao 
and Timbuktu 

(Source: IOM) 

196,000 

# people in 
severe food 
insecurity (Source: 

2014 Harmonized 
Framework) 

1,500,000 

# children age 6 
to 59 months 
affected by 
acute 
malnutrition 
(Source: 2014 
Strategic Response 
Plan for Mali) 

496,000 

FUNDING 

$568 million  
Funding requested through 
2014 Strategic Response 
Plan 

 

$54 million 
funded  

 

 

Food insecurity worsens 
 
More than 1.5 million people need immediate food assistance and more than 2 
million need livelihoods support 
The March 2014 
Harmonized

1
  Framework 

shows that approximately 
1.5 million people need 
immediate food assistance 
in Mali, against 812,000 
people in December. The 
results also show that this 
number is likely to reach 
approximately 1.9 million in 
June 2014 if these people 
do not receive enough food 
aid. Bandiagara (Mopti 
region), Menaka and 
Bourem (Gao region) are 
the most affected by food 
insecurity.  
 
Approximately 2.1 million 
people are facing moderate food insecurity or are in a stress phase. They need 
livelihoods support and resilience-building assistance. In December 2013, approximately 
2.3 million people were moderately food insecure. The reduced number may be because 
some of these people have moved into a phase of severe food insecurity and require 
emergency aid.  

Several factors contribute to food insecurity  

According to results of the Cadre Harmonisé (Harmonized Framework), food insecurity 
has increased in Mali since December due to the persistent residual insecurity in the 
north, the poor agricultural and livestock production in some areas and the seasonal 
increase in food prices in some localities. Furthermore, off-season market gardening and 
cereal production will be below normal. Some households lost equipment, housing and/or  

                                                      
 
1 A consensual analysis tool developed by the Permanent Inter-State Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel within the 
framework of the harmonization of food-security assessment systems in the Sahel. The harmonized framework is a set of tools 
and procedures used to classify the severity of current and expected food-insecurity situations.  
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cattle after the floods during the rainy season.  
 

Need to strengthen food aid and livelihoods support  

Since the beginning of the year, Food Security Cluster members have provided 
assistance to approximately 600,000 people to support the Government’s efforts. This 
assistance includes food distribution, money transfers and the provision of agricultural 
and livestock production inputs for people who have lost their production means. 
Humanitarian actors also developed income-generating activities to support several 
households affected by food insecurity. However, the assistance is insufficient given the 
extent of the identified needs.  
 
This year, humanitarian actors are seeking US$255 million for food aid and agricultural 
interventions. On 28 March, approximately $25 million was received, or nearly 10 per cent 
of the amount requested. 
 

Children return to school in the north 

More than 80 per cent of pupils have returned 

In Gao, Timbuktu and Kidal 
regions, more than 172,000 
pupils are enrolled for the 
2013/2014 school year. 
There were more than 
200,000 pupils before the 
2012-2013 conflict. This 
shows an improvement 
compared with the two 
previous years, during which 
many schools were closed 
due to insecurity.  
 
In Gao and Timbuktu 
regions, 77 per cent of the 
schools reopened. However, 
in Kidal, only seven of the 62 
schools that existed before 
the crisis are working. 
 

Humanitarian assistance to improve education 

Since the beginning of the 2013-2014 school year, Education Cluster members have 
provided learning materials to 392,728 pupils (77 per cent of pupils in the north) and 
distributed teaching kits to 8,157 teachers. They supported the training of 1,217 teachers 
in psychosocial support and 750 teachers in education for peace. They also provided 
table benches to 157 schools.  
Cluster members and WFP distributed food to 110,900 pupils through the school-canteen 
programme.  
 

Meeting challenges 

Despite the progress in the education sector this year, the insufficient number of teachers 
in the north remains a challenge. More than 20 per cent of the full-time teaching staff 
have not yet returned to work in the north, particularly in insecure areas.  
In the medium term, schools and classrooms that were damaged or destroyed in the 
conflict need to be restored and reconstructed in order to improve their reception 
capacities.  

The Government and 

humanitarian actors have 

set up a cooperation 

framework to improve 

complementarity in their 

assistance and to mobilize 

necessary additional 

resources to help people 

who need food aid. 

 

Timbuktu 2013 – Children in their classroom. Credit: OCHA/Ngolo Diarra. 
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The Education Cluster is seeking $18 million through the 2014 humanitarian funding 
appeal for Mali. 

Psychosocial consequences of the crisis in 
Timbuktu 

Alarming psychosocial impact on people  

The NGO Handicap International published a report in March that shows that the crisis in 
northern Mali had an alarming psychosocial impact on the region’s people. The report 
relates to a three-month psychosocial assessment that the NGO conducted among 3,900 
people in the urban commune of Timbuktu and in two rural areas of the region. 
 
Most of the people surveyed showed signs of unease and psychological distress. 
Approximately 78 per cent of these people consider that at least one member of their 
household is still emotionally affected by the crisis.  
 
The arrival of the armed groups was a major turning point, particularly because of the 
multiple cases of human rights violations. Families were also upset from a socioeconomic 
perspective and from a social perspective -because of the separation of their family 
members or the fact that they were not allowed to come together-. Women’s and girls’ 
need for privacy and men’s dignity were also affected.  
 
These signs of trauma can be disabling with regard to social and family participation. 
Many parents feel powerless in the face of their family’s distress, and children are often 
disturbed by their parents’ vulnerability.  
 

Insufficient resources and care capacities 

The crisis contributed to a lower quality and availability of services provided by traditional 
health workers because of the insufficient number of medical personnel, the destruction 
of infrastructure and the insufficient supply of drugs. Insufficient resources also limit the 
psychosocial interventions of humanitarian actors in the Timbuktu region.  
 
Traditionally, there are care capacities and well-being sources within the community. 
However, they are not effective enough because of the unique and extended conditions 
of the crisis.  
 

Need for urgent psychosocial-support intervention  

Handicap International’s assessment shows the urgent need to set up concrete and direct 
community-based psychosocial support intervention for the most vulnerable people in the 
Timbuktu region. This intervention should include restarting community mutual-aid and 
social-cohesion activities aimed to provide support, and restoring the dignity of affected 
people and empowering them. In rural areas, Handicap International recommends 
meeting the basic needs of people upstream.  

Mali humanitarian appeal receives funding 
Humanitarian actors are seeking $568 million through the Strategic Response Plan. On 
27 March, $54 million, or 10 per cent of the requested amount, was received. The funding 
is intended for the early recovery, food security, logistics and protection sectors. OCHA’s 
Financial Tracking System (FTS) has not yet received funding intended for education, 
shelter, non-food items, emergency telecommunications, health, nutrition and WASH.  
 

Handicap International’s 
assessment shows that 
the psychosocial impact of 
the crisis increased due to 
the impoverishment of 
people who lost their 
economic activities and 
their income sources, and 
because of daily stress, 
particularly in rural areas 
where meeting basic 
needs is a priority. 
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Response
s 
 

June 2014 Target 

 

In summary 
Capacity-building workshop on emergency preparedness 
The Ministry of Labour, Social and Humanitarian Affairs organized a workshop on 
emergency preparedness on 24 and 25 March.  Attendees represented ministries and 
national and regional technical services. OCHA and several United Nations agencies and 
NGOs helped to organize and facilitate the meeting. Recommendations included the 
need to improve coordination and information exchange between the various actors at 
the national level and regional level; develop a national policy on managing emergency 
response; and strengthen the capacities of the public institutions involved in humanitarian 
response. A committee placed under the Ministry’s leadership will monitor these 
recommendations.  

 
Workshop on sustainable solutions for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Mali  
The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre of the Norwegian Refugee Council 
organized a meeting for humanitarian and development actors that support IDPs. The 
meeting, held in Bamako on 26 and 27 February, led to 10 recommendations for the 
Working Group on Sustainable Solutions in Mali. They include taking into account the 
three options of sustainable solutions (local integration, returning and relocation); 
promoting initiatives for community resilience by creating a framework for consultation 
between humanitarian and development actors; national authorities appointing an IDP 
focal point; and adopting and enforcing an internal-displacement law in accordance with 
the Kampala Convention ratified by Mali.  
 

Monitoring clusters’ performance indicators 
 

Food security 
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Response 
 

June 2014 Target 

Indicators Mid-term 

target 

  

  February Total (%) 

Total amount of cash transferred  
(in CFA currency: USD 1=approx. 500 CFA) 

13,000,000 478,013 4 
 

# People receiving in-kind food aid 750,000 470,237 63 
 

# People receiving agricultural inputs  400,000 33,312 1 
 

# Children receiving a food ration 200,000 127,639 64 
 

# People receiving food aid in money  150,000 70,000 47 
 

Quantity of food distributed (t) 55,000 8,471 15 
 

# Beneficiaries of income-generating activities 50,000 69,652 139 
 

# People who received assistance for pastoral 
activities 

50,000 4,172 8 

 

# Cluster meetings at regional level 12 5 42 

 

# Cluster meetings at national level 6 2 33 

 

# Surveys/assessments on food security, 
including nutritional indicators 

1 1 100 

 

# Surveys/assessment on the vulnerability 
status to food insecurity  

1 1 100 

 

 
 

 Nutrition 

 

  Achievement    

Indicators Mid-term 

target 

February Rate (%) 

# Health-care facilities that received 
support from a partner to address 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM)  

1,050 801 76 
 

# Health-care facilities that received 
support from a partner to address 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM)  

785 483 62 
 

# Pregnant or nursing women who 
received a complimentary food ration  

50,000 27,480 55 
 

# Children age 6 to 59 months who 
received an additional food ration  

100,000 8,943 9 
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Response 
 

June 2014 target 

Response 
 

June 2014 target 

Response 
 

June 2014 target 

# New admissions of MAM-affected 
children age 6 to 59 months 

252,000 17,437 7 
 

# New admissions of SAM-affected 
children age 6 to 59 months 

108,000 15,882 15 
 

 
 

 

 Education 

 

  Achievement    

Indicators Mid-term 

target  

February Total (%) 

# Pupils receiving learning materials  450,000 392,728 87 
 

# Children receiving a food ration  200,000 116,340 58  

# Teachers who received teaching 
materials  8,000 1,217 15  

# Teachers trained in psychosocial 
support and culture of peace 1,750 750 43  

# Child-friendly spaces set up 250 18 7  

# Classrooms equipped with sufficient 
and adequate supplies  200 158 79  

 

 

 Protection 

 

  Achievement    

Indicators Mid-term 
target 

February  Rate (%) 

# Existing national and regional 
coordination mechanisms  

6 5 83 
 

# Victims of explosive remnants of 
war who received assistance 76,447 1,402 2  

 

 

 Health  

 

  Achievement    
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Response 
 

June 2014 target  

For more information, please contact: 

Fernando Arroyo, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, arroyof@un.org, Phone: (+223) 75 99 32 04 

Katy Thiam, Public Information Officer, thiamk@un.org, Phone: (+223) 75 99 34 97 

Arik Darmawati, Information Management Officer, OCHA Mali, darmawati@un.org, Phone: (+223) 75 99 32 03 
 

Indicators Mid-term 

target  

February  Total (%) 

# Primary health-care structures 
working 

187 192  
 

# Secondary health-care 
structures working 

6 13  
 

 
 

 

 WASH 

 

  Achievement   

Indicators Mid-term 

target 

February  Total (%) 

# People reached by promotion 
messages on hygiene and 
cholera prevention 

270,000 4,498 2% 
 

# People with access to a 
permanent source of drinking 
water  

100,000 2,400 2% 
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