
• High levels of poverty and malnutrition persist in the Republic of the 
Congo (RoC), despite recent economic growth. According to UN World 
Food Program (WFP), almost 50 percent of the population lives under the 
national poverty line and over 20 percent of all children younger than 5 
years of age suffer from chronic malnutrition. 

• RoC remains dependent on expensive food imports, as domestic 
agricultural production covers less than a third of the country’s food 
needs, according to WFP. Resultant high prices limit the ability of poorer 
households to access nutritious foods from the market. 

• Hard-to-reach areas are becoming accessible and displaced populations are 
returning to Pool Department, following the cessation of conflict that 
began in 2016 and had displaced approximately 90,000 people by April 
2018. Many people are returning to destroyed houses and fields and 
remain in need of life-saving assistance. 

• Between May and December 2017, global acute malnutrition (GAM) levels 
among internally displaced persons (IDPs) younger than 5 years of age in 
Pool and Bouenza declined from 17.3 percent to 5.8 percent primarily due 
to sustained humanitarian assistance, various government, UN and NGO sources report. However, WFP warns that the 
absence of nutrition interventions would result in nearly 13 percent of children facing acute malnutrition. In December 2017, 
WFP reported that one in three households among both IDPs and host communities in Pool faced acute food insecurity, and 
chronic malnutrition in children younger than 5 years of age had exceeded 25 percent.  

• With support from USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (FFP), WFP is carrying out cash- or food-for-asset activities to assist 
returning households in conflict-affected districts; WFP provides either cash transfers or in-kind food assistance in exchange 
for a household member helping to construct or rehabilitate community assets—such as roads and irrigation systems. WFP 
also assists vulnerable IDPs, returnees, and host-community members through general food distributions of locally and 
regionally procured food. In response to the concerning levels of GAM in southern RoC, FFP partners with WFP to deliver 
specialized nutrition products to children and their mothers in order to treat and prevent acute malnutrition. 

• Through WFP food distributions of U.S.-grown in-kind food assistance, FFP also continues to support refugees from Central 
African Republic seeking shelter in RoC.  

Total Contributions per Fiscal Year 
 US Dollars Metric Tons* 

FY 2018 $4.5 million 2178 MT 

FY 2017 $1.6 million 868 MT 

   
*Metric tonnage does not reflect funding for vouchers or cash transfers. 
** FY 2017 amounts do not include contributions for the assistance of refugees 
from Central African Republic 
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FOOD FOR PEACE CONTRIBUTIONS 
 FY 2018 by Types of Aid 

Local and 
Regional Food 
Procurement   

58% 

U.S. In-Kind 
Food Aid   22% 

Cash Transfers 
for Food   20% 

http://www1.wfp.org/countries/congo
http://www1.wfp.org/countries/congo
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