
 

 Malawi is a landlocked, low-income country with over 80 percent of the population 

consisting of smallholder farmers and nearly 70 percent of people living below the 

international poverty line, according to the World Bank. Malawi also hosts more than 

37,000 refugees, primarily from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Burundi, 

Rwanda and Mozambique, the majority of whom are dependent on humanitarian 

assistance to meet their daily food needs. 
 

 
 According to the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET), the majority 

of the country will face Minimal (IPC 1)* food insecurity; however, FEWS NET 

anticipates poor households will likely experience Stressed (IPC 2) levels of food 

insecurity between August and September 2018 in central and southern areas affected 

by prolonged dry spells and pest infestations. During October to January—when food  

supply levels are typically at their lowest and food prices at their highest—FEWS NET anticipates that poor households in 

parts of the central and southern regions will face Stressed (IPC 2) and Crisis (IPC 3) levels of acute food insecurity as they 

deplete their food stocks and rely on market purchases for consumption. 
 

*The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) is a standardized tool that aims to classify the severity and magnitude of food insecurity. The IPC scale, which 

is comparable across countries, ranges from Minimal (IPC 1) to Famine (IPC 5). 

 

 

 USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (FFP) works with the UN World Food Program (WFP) in Malawi to distribute food 

assistance to refugees through general food distributions sourced from local and regional markets. Additionally, with FFP 

resources from 2017, WFP carries out food-for-asset activities. In exchange for a household member helping to create or 

rehabilitate community assets that support resilience from recurrent shocks, they receive assistance in meeting basic household 

food and nutrition needs. 
 

 Through its partnership with Catholic Relief Services (CRS), FFP conducts long-term development programming targeting 

nearly 250,000 vulnerable households to reduce chronic malnutrition and food insecurity and build resilience to environmental 

and economic shocks in Chikwawa, Nsanje and rural Blantyre—three of the most food-insecure, chronically malnourished and 

disaster-prone districts of southern Malawi. Furthermore, the FFP partnership with CRS supports the Feed the Future initiative 

to help smallholder farmers improve their productivity and income in coordination with the Government of Malawi. 
 

 FFP also works with Project Concern International (PCI) to improve food security among 63,400 vulnerable households in 

southern Malawi’s Balaka and Machinga districts through a long-term development activity. PCI focuses on bolstering market-

oriented agricultural production, improving the health and nutrition of children younger than 5 years of age and pregnant and 

lactating women, strengthening community disaster preparedness and increasing the resilience of vulnerable households. 
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Total Contributions per Fiscal Year 

 U.S. Dollars Metric Tons* 

FY 2018 $ 19.9 million 5,102 MT 

FY 2017 $ 63.6 million 53,211 MT 

FY 2016 $ 116.4 million 83,259 MT 

 

FOOD FOR PEACE CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

 

*Metric tonnage does not reflect funding for vouchers or cash transfers. 
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http://fews.net/southern-africa/malawi
http://www1.wfp.org/countries/malawi
https://www.crs.org/our-work-overseas/where-we-work/malawi
https://www.pciglobal.org/malawi/

