
 

 Poverty, armed conflict, regional instability, and recurring environmental shocks 

contribute to food insecurity in Cameroon. Situated between two protracted crises 

in neighboring Nigeria and the Central African Republic (CAR), Cameroon continues 

to face a deteriorating food security situation. According to a December 2017 UN 

World Food Program (WFP) assessment, 16 percent of the country —nearly 3.9 

million people—face moderate to severe food insecurity. 
 

 As of January, an estimated 249,000 refugees from CAR had sought shelter in 

Cameroon’s Adamawa, East, and North regions, according to the Office of the UN 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). In addition, UNHCR reports that Boko 

Haram-related violence had driven approximately 96,000 Nigerian refugees into Far 

North Region, where nearly 241,000 Cameroonians are currently internally 

displaced.  

 With support from USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (FFP), WFP is providing food assistance using U.S. in-kind food to food-

insecure Nigerian and Central African refugees, internally displaced persons (IDPs), and vulnerable host communities in the 

four conflict-affected regions of Cameroon.  
 

 To strengthen community self-reliance in food and nutrition security, FFP also supports WFP in implementing food-for-asset 

activities. In exchange for a household member assisting in the creation or rehabilitation of productive assets that promote 

resilience, WFP provides the family with food rations. 
 

 Additionally, FFP partners with WFP and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to implement supplementary feeding activities to 

prevent and treat acute malnutrition in children under five years of age and pregnant and lactating women. 
 

 In partnership with a non-governmental organization working in Far North, FFP provides targeted cash transfers for food, cash-

for-work opportunities, and complementary nutrition education to 31,200 IDPs and host community members, increasing 

access to food, bolstering local markets, and contributing to dietary diversity.  

 

 In Far North, conflict, displacement, and poor rainfall have constrained agricultural production, while market prices remain 

above-average, limiting the ability of poorer households to replenish dwindling food stocks. According to the Famine Early 

Warning Systems Network, between half and one-third of poor and displaced households in Far North will experience 

Stressed (IPC 2)* or worse levels of acute food insecurity until September 2018. 
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Total Contributions per Fiscal Year 

 US Dollars Metric Tons* 

FY 2018 $15 million 9,590 MT 

FY 2017 $33.7 million 23,505 MT 

FY 2016 $23.8 million 18,715 MT 

 

FOOD FOR PEACE CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

 

*Metric tonnage does not reflect funding for vouchers or cash transfers. 
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FOOD ASSISTANCE FACT SHEET 

*The Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) is a standardized tool that aims to classify the severity and magnitude of food insecurity. The IPC scale, which is comparable 

across countries, ranges from Minimal (IPC I) to Famine (IPC 5). 
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