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Working against the Clock in Pakistan
One month into the flood disaster in Pakistan, the number of 
affected people has climbed to over 21 million, according to 
official figures. 

August 2010

OCHA has established five main inter-agency coordination 
hubs in Pakistan to ensure that assessments and response 
plans are devised as effectively as possible in every part of 
the country.

$197 million in Aid reported from Gulf Countries
At the end of August, more than US$1 billion in cash or in 
kind had been committed or pledged in response to the crisis 
in Pakistan, according to the Financial Tracking Service 
monitored on the 2 September. Of this amount, some US$197 
million has been reported from governments, private charities 
and individuals in Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and United Arab Emirates (Gulf Cooperation Council countries. 
See breakdown in table).
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A man uses a large cooking pan as a boat near the Reikhbaghwala 
village in Rajanpur district in Punjab, Pakistan. 
Photo: Jaspreet Kindra/IRIN

The contributions and pledges presented are total amounts for the 
month of August 2010. They include funding both to UN agencies, 
the Red Crescent and bilaterally to the Government of Pakistan. 
Figures include cash and monetized in-kind contributions from 
GCC governments as well as funds raised privately by individuals 
and organizations. Source: Financial Tracking Service 2 September 
2010.
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In response to the disaster, the United Nations and its partners 
have delivered one-month food rations to almost three million 
people and high-energy biscuits to 750,000 children. Medical 
attention has been paid to 3.9 million, and supplies to cover the 
potential health needs of 3.6 million have reached health facilities 
across the country. In addition, tents and plastic tarpaulins have 
been delivered to over 1.1 million people and clean water has 
been provided daily to over two million people. 

However, the humanitarian relief operation is struggling with 
both lack of access to the affected people and stalling financial 
support from the international community.

There are still millions of people who have not yet been reached 
with adequate humanitarian support. The main reason is the 
staggering scale of the disaster itself: the floods have affected 
an area larger than the surface area of England. This poses 
enormous challenges as regards delivery of relief supplies as 
roads and bridges have been washed away. “These floods have 
at times been able to displace one million persons in one day, 
and we simply cannot be as fast as the waters”, said Martin 
Mogwanja, UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Pakistan. 

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
in Pakistan said that responders need to reach at least eight 
million people with urgent, life-saving supplies. 
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Behind the generous support from the Gulf countries are the 
governments but to a large extent also private organizations 
and individuals who have collected money and pledged them 
to the response in Pakistan. Reportedly, fundraising campaigns 
in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates have raised 
more than $60 million from civil society organizations, the 
private sector and individuals in August. Due to natural delays 
in reporting processes, the amounts will eventually go up and 
be reported by OCHA at a later stage.

Also the Islamic Development Bank, based in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia, has given $11 million in bilateral support to the 
Government of Pakistan.

Core Principles raised on World Humanitarian Day 
2010 
United Nations agencies and the Red Crescent Society in 
Egypt marked World Humanitarian Day 2010 on the 19 August 
by raising public awareness 
of the core principles of 
humanitarian work and 
commemorate aid workers 
who have lost their lives in 
the line of duty. 

At a press conference in Cairo, 
the United Nations Resident 
Coordinator in Egypt a.i., Mr. 
Mounir Tabet, conveyed key 
World Humanitarian Day 
messages and senior-level 
humanitarians elaborated 
on topics such as the security and safety of aid workers and 
the principles of neutrality and impartiality that underpin all 
humanitarian action. 

Elsewhere in the region, other awareness raising initiatives 
took place to commemorate the day. For example in Abu 
Dhabi, where an event hosted by UAE Red Crescent involved 
a photo exhibition by UAE Red Crescent, UNHCR, IRIN and 
other UN agencies. The United Nations country team in UAE 
also presented certificates of appreciation to 13 charities and 
foundations for their humanitarian work. 

One major topic of the day was the increasing number of 
targeted attacks on humanitarian personnel: in 2009, 102 
humanitarian workers in the world were killed compared to 
30 in 1999. Often attacks on aid workers are triggered by the 
misperception that humanitarian aid is delivered exclusively 
by Western organizations. 

At the press conference in Cairo, the Head of OCHA Regional 
Office in Cairo, Mr. Abdul Haq Amiri, emphasized that 
humanitarian personnel comes from various backgrounds 
and professions, have different nationalities and religious 
backgrounds, but that they are united in their commitment to 
address human suffering wherever it is found. 
The World Humanitarian Day was instituted in December 2008 
by the United Nations General Assembly to raise awareness of 
humanitarian work worldwide.

Kyrgyzstan: Food Security of major Concern before 
Winter sets in
At least one in four households in Kyrgyzstan (1.4 million) are 
food insecure and a further 340,000 households are at risk as 
winter approaches in the mountainous country, according to a 
nationwide Emergency Food Security Assessment conducted 
by the World Food Programme (WFP).

At the same time, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
and national authorities indicate that the cereal output for 2010 
is reduced compared to 2009. Behind the reduction are market 
shocks, an increase in the price of fertilizers and fuel, and the 
disruption of labour supply. This comes on top of the direct loss 
of production due the civil unrest that erupted in the south of 
the country in June. 

Food insecurity among the estimated 75,000 internally 
displaced people, a result of the June violence, reached 
alarming levels in July and is expected to deteriorate further. 
The food security status of residents in the southern Osh and 
Jalal-Abad provinces is also expected to deteriorate, as access 
to jobs, livelihoods, disrupted harvests and markets remains 
problematic (the border with Uzbekistan remains closed). 

In the meantime, rising world market prices for wheat 
combined with the recently announced ban on grain exports 
by the Russian Federation, will affect the purchasing power 
of the food insecure. The Kyrgyz Republic is a net importer of 
cereals.

Starting in September, a third cycle of targeted food distribution 
by WFP will assist an estimated  287,000 of the most severely 
affected and food insecure people, who will receive a monthly 
ration until the end of the year. 

In addition, WFP is planning direct cash transfers to some 
37,000 IDPs in the affected areas to help them purchase 
complementary food to supplement diets. The cash transfers 
will be received over and above the regular WFP food ration. 
FAO is also launching a US$500,000 project to provide 
agricultural inputs to some 2,000 vulnerable farmers in the 
south. 
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At the end of August, the revised Flash Appeal for Kyrgyzstan 
was 42 percent funded. However, agriculture is 0 percent 
funded and community restoration is critically under-funded 
at 1 percent. As a result, there are few resources to restore 
people’s livelihoods.
See also http://kg.humanitarianresponse.info

Egypt: Rafah Crossing to Gaza remains open
Egypt keeps the Rafah border terminal with the Gaza Strip open 
to allow delivery of humanitarian aid and allow Palestinians to 
cross the border both into and out of Egypt.

Between the opening of the crossing 1 June - a day after 
Israel’s fatal raid on an aid flotilla in open sea - and the end of 
August, at least 65,253 Palestinians have crossed the Rafah 
terminal both ways and about 475 tons of aid materials have 
entered Gaza, according to the Government of Egypt. 

Donations from various organizations includes blankets, 
covers, electrical generators and tents, as well as 446 tons 
of food items, seven ambulances and five cars. Egyptian 
Red Crescent reported on 13 August that it had delivered, 
in collaboration with ICRC, 3 tons of medical supplies to Al 
Shefah hospital in Gaza.

Gaza: Social Safety Net Programme for the most 
vulnerable
Every second refugee in the camps in Gaza is food insecure, 
according to statistics released by the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA).

Overall, 44 percent of all refugees in Gaza are deemed 
food insecure. Over the past eight years, food insecurity has 
increased to 39 percent in urban areas and 29 percent in 
rural communities. The Israeli blockade and restrictions on 
imports have led to hikes in food prices, shrinking incomes 
and triggered unprecedented rates of poverty (80 percent) and 
unemployment (46 percent).

Poor households with high unemployment rates, many 
children and vulnerable dependents are those at high risk food 
insecurity. 

Concerned about the growing numbers in the Gaza Strip, 
UNRWA is stepping up its efforts to assist the poorest of 
the Palestinian refugees in the Strip. To ensure that only the 
poorest receive assistance, UNRWA has reformed its food aid 
programme switching from an intervention based on family 
status to a needs-based approach.  

The reformed UNRWA assistance programme (the Social 
Safety Net - SSN) includes two components: a food package 
(fortified flour, sugar, cooking oil, milk powder and rice) and a 

cash component to allow destitute families to buy other basic 
necessities. Last year, the combined value of the assistance 
was on average $124 per person.

The SSN programme is implemented in other UNRWA’s field 
operations (Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and the West Bank). In 
2009 more than 300,000 Palestine refugees benefited from it.

Iraq: IOM helps Returnees’ Businesses to grow 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is supporting 
vulnerable, displaced people and returnees in Iraq - as well as 
the communities hosting them - to establish themselves with 
sustainable livelihoods after years of uncertainty. 

Yosif Hassan with customer in his shop in Basrah (Photo: IOM)

IOM Iraq’s Programme for Human Security and Stabilization 
(PHSS) Phase II has so far helped 7,253 Iraqis rebuild their 
lives. The initiative, supported by the governments of Australia, 
Germany and the United States, is indicative of the gradual 
shift from a humanitarian emergency to a transitional phase 
in Iraq. 

One of the beneficiaries is Yosif Hassan (pseudonym), 
originally from Basrah, but forced to leave his home for Mosul 
with seven family members in 2008 because of the poor 
security situation and lack of work. However, in Mosul, he 
struggled to find enough work as a carpenter to put food on 
the table.   

When the situation in Basrah improved last year, Yosif decided 
to return with his family and received a grant from IOM’s 
programme to start a small business. Together with PHSS 
staff, Yosif developed a business plan for selling household 
supplies at the local market. Today his business provides him 
with a steady income to rent a house, provide three meals 
a day for his entire family and send his children to the local 
school. 
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Through PHSS, IOM has helped hundreds of small business 
owners to develop their markets, expand their workforce 
through business and skills training for employees, and 
providing grants for equipment. 

IOM expects these activities to become an Iraq-wide 
initiative to enable Iraqis to create economic opportunities for 
themselves and their families. Working in close partnership 
with the Iraqi Ministry of Displacement and Migration and 
the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, IOM is currently 
implementing PHSS in 12 Iraqi governorates. 
See also http://www.iomiraq.net/

New OCHA Website: 

OCHA regional office in Cairo has launched its re-
designed website on http://unocha.romenaca.org. An 
Arabic-language website, mirroring the English version, 
is expected to be launched later this year to improve 
communication and outreach in the Middle East region.

For more information, please contact:
Jens Laerke, OCHA Cairo, 0020195 558 662,
laerke@un.org


