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Each week, the World Health Organization Health Action in Crises in Geneva produces information highlights  
on critical health-related activities in countries where there are humanitarian crises. Drawing on the various WHO programmes, 
contributions cover activities from field and country offices and the support provided by WHO regional offices and headquarters. 

The mandate of the WHO departments specifically concerned with Emergency and Humanitarian Action in Crises is to increase the 
effectiveness of the WHO contribution to crisis preparedness and response, transition and recovery. This note, which is not 

exhaustive, is designed for operational use and does not reflect any official position of the WHO Secretariat. 
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HAITI 

 
For more information, see WHO web site, and 

the latest situation reports, as well as a new 
interview with ADG/HAC and a podcast with 

WHO experts on the emergency health 
response.  

 On 15 January, the United Nations 
launched a Flash Appeal requesting more 
than US$ 575 million to meet the most 
urgent humanitarian needs in the months 
ahead.  

 ADG/HAC participated in the IASC 
Principals meeting on Haiti on 20 
January.  

 WHO also participated in: 
o the OCHA briefing with Member States 

on 19 January 
o Ad-hoc Emergency Directors meetings 

on 19 and 22 January  
o the Cluster Lead/Information meeting 

on 20 January 
o the IASC Reference Group on Mental 

Health and Psychosocial Support on 20 
January 

 WHO organized a meeting of the Global 
Health Cluster on Haiti on 18 January. 

Assessments and Events 
• Over 50 teams from various countries and NGOs are providing health services.  

In addition 18 permanent health facilities are now operational, and the US Navy 
Comfort, a medical treatment vessel with 1000 beds and four operating rooms 
arrived on 20 January.  A number of field hospitals have now been established 
and are also providing much-needed medical services. They include an Israeli 
field hospital, a Russian military hospital, a Nicaraguan military hospital, and 
additional field hospitals arriving from Mexico, Indonesia, Turkey, France, 
Doctors without Borders, Indonesia, and the United States. 

• UNDP launched cash-for-work programme to help the local economy. Activities 
such as clearing and repairing streets as well as restoring electricity will facilitate 
the delivery of humanitarian assistance. 

• The main health priorities are:  
• WHO has issues a Public health risk assessment and interventions document for 

this crisis. 

Actions  
• Daily meetings of the Health Cluster, chaired by PAHO/WHO, now include more 

than 55 agencies. Three sub-groups, mobile health team, rapid health assessment 
and hospital assessment, have already been formed. Two others will be needed 
drugs and medical supplies and epidemiological and early warning system.  

• PAHO/WHO, UNFPA and UNEP have conducted rapid assessments in hospitals 
in Isai jeanty, Choscal, Diquini, Canapé Vert, and Saint François de Salles as 
well as  in the Hôpital de la Paix and the Haiti University Hospital.  

• As of 20 January, at least nine field hospitals from various countries and 
organizations were functioning and providing urgent surgical care.  

• LSS/SUMA is operational at the airport in Port-au-Prince. In the coming days, 
the system will start registering WFP supplies.  

• PAHO/WHO has mobilized extra staff and logistics equipment to increase 
PROMESS – the central distribution hub for all pharmaceutical products – 
capacity to stock and deliver drugs to other agencies or organizations providing 
health care. More than 40 organizations have received drugs to date. 

• A team of epidemiologists is on its way to Port-au-Prince to assess 
communicable diseases; PAHO/WHO distributed a form to capture daily health 
surveillance information. 

• Together with the government of the Dominican Republic, PAHO/WHO 
mobilized three sanitation engineers to evaluate the hospitals and temporary 
shelters in Jimaní. 

• At present, the total pledged contributions (cash and in-kind) to WHO and PAHO 
for the earthquake in Haiti is over US$ 12 million from Italy, Canada, Monaco, 
Spain, the United Sates, the CERF and Eisai Co. Ltd. 

  

SOMALIA 

 

For more information see 

Assessments and Events 
•  In southern Somalia fighting and insecurity have displaced an estimated 63 000 

people since the beginning of 2010 (UNHCR). In the past two weeks, up to  
14 000 people have fled Mogadishu where fighting continues. 

• In central Somalia, OCHA reports that recent clashes in Beledweyne, Hiraan 
Province, have killed 30 people, injured more than 50 and displaced an 
unconfirmed number. On 12 January, the city’s main hospital was hit by a mortar 
shell, wounding two MSF employees. Meanwhile in neighbouring Gagguduud 
region, humanitarian partners estimate that 40 000 to 60 000 people have fled 
Dhusa Mareeb for Elbur district following fighting earlier this year. The IDPs 
need food, water, medicines and shelter. 

• Between 11 and 17 January, Banadir Hospital in Mogadishu reported 108 cases 
of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) compared to the previous week’s 75 cases.  
The AWD outbreak was declared under control at the end of 2009 but WHO 

http://www.who.int/hac/crises/hti/en/index.html
http://new.paho.org/disasters/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1099&Itemid=1
http://video.who.int/streaming/Haiti_WHO_response.wmv
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/multimedia/podcasts/2010/haiti_earthquake_20100113/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/diseasecontrol_emergencies/publications/who_hse_gar_dce_2010_1/en/index.html


Health Action in Crises 
WHO is working with partners to address the health aspects of crises in more than 40 countries. Check the Health  

Action in Crises Web site for more details: http://www.who.int/hac/ 
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www.who.int/hac/crises/som/en/index.html, 
and the WHO Country Office web site. 

 According UNHCR, there are over 
22 000 Somali refugees in Ethiopia, 
55 000 in Kenya, 3000 in Yemen and 22 
000 in Djibouti, bringing the total to over 
560 000. 

continues to monitor and report trends. During the same period, 147 cases were 
reported in the seven districts under surveillance of Lower and Middle Jubba and 
27 in Lower Shabelle. 

• Between 1 and 17 January, 12 suspected measles cases were reported in Salama 
Clinic, in  Bay Region. 

• In Lower Jubba, the number internally displaced persons began to mount this 
week in Kulbiyo village of Badade district after the Kenyan-Somali border was 
closed. More than 440 households were stranded between the two country’s 
border more than 3 days 

 Actions  
•  In Galguduud, WHO and partners are following up on the needs of displaced 

populations. WHO donated a Trauma Kit – enough supplies for 100 surgical 
interventions – to partners providing health care to the IDPs in Elbur District.  

• WHO is monitoring the health situation of people stranded at the Kenyan border 
and coordinating with health partners providing health assistance to those 
affected, including the Somali Red Crescent Society. 

• In  Bay Region, WHO is investigating the suspected measles cases and will 
coordinate response activities with ongoing child health interventions such as the 
upcoming Child Health Days, which include measles vaccination in its package 
of interventions. 

• In Lower and Middle Jubba, WHO provided guidelines on the AWD 
transmission and water quality control to health partners to strengthen preventive 
measures.  

• WHO’s emergency activities are funded by the CERF and the Humanitarian 
Response Fund. 

 

CHAD 

 
For more information see 

www.who.int/hac 

Assessments and Events 
•  According to the  results of a WFP/FAO vulnerability assessment conducted  

jointly with the Government, about 16.4% of the population is food insecure and 
up to 25% is at risk of food insecurity. Kanem, Bahr-el Ghazal, Batha and Guera 
Regions are the most affected. A nutrition survey organized by Action Contre la 
Faim last December among children aged 6 to 59 months in Bahr El Ghazal 
revealed an alarming rate of global acute malnutrition (26.9%). 

• Between 1 and 17 January, 15 new suspected measles cases and one death were 
notified in eastern and south-eastern Chad, bringing the total since 7 December to 
58 cases and two deaths. Affected health districts include Iriba (39 of all cases) 
Guereda, Abeche, Biltine, Am Timan and Abdi. 

• Between 1 and 17 January, 19 acute jaundice cases and one death were reported.  
• Four new suspected meningitis cases and two deaths were notified during the 

second week of 2010, in Abeche hospital and the health centres of Koukou (Goz 
Beida) Amdjabir (Aboudeia) and Timan-North (Am Timan).  

Actions   
• In eastern Chad, WHO continues to support health authorities for 

epidemiological surveillance in the eight health districts of eastern Chad. The 
latest weekly morbidity and mortality report is available on the HAC web site. 

• WHO is working with the MoH and health partners to strengthen disease 
surveillance for measles – particularly in Iriba – meningitis acute flaccid 
paralysis and yellow fever.  

• WHO is supporting health district authorities to organize the transport of samples 
to Ndjamena. 

• WHO and partners are working with the MoH to direct a swift response to the 
measles outbreak in Wadi Fira reported throughout eastern Chad. A measles 
vaccination campaign will be initiated along the next polio immunization 
campaign planned for Iriba, Guereda and Biltine health districts. 

• WHO sent equipment (15 beds, 1 generator, trolleys, cupboards, etc.) to the 
Hadjer Hadid health centre, which serves several refugee camps in Ouaddaï.  

• WHO requested US$ 282 470 from the CERF Secretariat to strengthen the 
management of children suffering from acute under nutrition and nutrition 
surveillance in health facilities in Kanem, Bahr El Ghazal and Guera. WHO will: 
 Provide paediatric medicines; 
 Reinforce the collection, compilation and analysis of nutritional data; 
 Organize refresher courses on the management of medical complications for severe 

http://www.who.int/hac/crises/tcd/sitreps/ewars_2009/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/somalia/CollaborativeProgrammes-eha.htm


Health Action in Crises 
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under-nutrition; 
 Support on-site supervision on management of severe under-nutrition; 
 Ensure monitoring to decrease crude mortality rate of children under five. 

• WHO’s emergency activities are funded by the CERF, the Common 
Humanitarian Fund, ECHO, Finland, Ireland, Italy and Spain.  

  

ALGERIA 

 
 
 

Assessments and Events 
•  Around 125 000 Sahraouian refugees from Western Sahara are living in various 

camps around Tindouf. One of the main public health problems affecting this 
population is the high prevalence of celiac disease – an incapacity of digesting 
gluten. Currently about 600 cases have been identified. 

• Several methods of diagnosis have been used by partners, including serological 
testing and intestinal biopsy. This lack of uniformity has become a problem 
particularly in connection with biopsy, an invasive and expensive medical 
procedure.  

Actions   
•  WHO/HAC organized the mission of an international consultant to help Saharawi 

authorities standardize the diagnostic and treatment of celiac disease. The 
consultant returned a report recommending: 
 using serologic testing for diagnosis and biopsy only for complicated cases; 
 improving the quality and distribution of food supplies. 

• The report has been discussed with the various technical departments in WHO 
was well as with the Regional Office for Africa in Brazzaville and will be shared 
with partners for implementation. 

• WHO is preparing a new funding proposal for ECHO to implement these 
recommendations. ECHO has been supporting WHO’s activities in the 
Sahraouian camps for the past three years. 

 

INTERAGENCY ISSUES 
In order to keep health action in crises high on the inter-agency humanitarian agenda, WHO/HAC participated/will participate 
in the following meetings/activities 
• OCHA meeting on 21 January. 
• Meeting of IASC focal points on Humanitarian Space and Integration on 22 January. 
• Humanitarian Liaison Working Group Briefing by UNWRA on the situation in Gaza on 25 January. 
• Inter-agency meeting on 26 January to prepare for the donor-cluster lead meeting (16 February). 
• CAP Kick-off on 26 January. 
• OCHA in 2010 meeting on 27 January. 
 

  
 
 
 

Please send any comments and corrections to crises@who.int 
 
 
 

MAP DISCLAIMER: The presentation of material on the maps contained herein does not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or areas or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delineation of its frontiers or boundaries. Map source: Perry Castaneda Library Map Collection, 
University of Texas at Austin. 


